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Article 24
Committee on Science and Technology

1. A Committee on Science and Technology is hereby established as a
subgidiary body of the Conference of the Parties to provide it with information
and advice on scientific and technological matters relating to combating
desertification and mitigating the effects of drought. The Committee shall meet
in conjunction with the ordinary sessions of the Conference of the Parties and
shall be multidisciplinary and open to the participation of all Parties. It
shall be composed of government representatives competent in the relevant fields
of expertise. The Conference of the Parties shall decide, at its first session,
on the terms of reference of the Committee.

2. The Conference of the Parties shall establish and maintain a roster of
independent experts with expertise and experience in the relevant fields. The
roster shall be based on nominations received in writing from the Parties,
taking into account the need for a multidisciplinary approach and broad
geographical representation.

3. The Conference of the Parties may, as necessary, appoint ad hoc panels
to provide it, through the Committee, with information and advice on specific
issues regarding the state of the art in fields of science and technology
relevant to combating desertification and mitigating the effects of drought .
These panels shall be composed of experts whose names are taken from the roster
taking into account the need for a multidisciplinary approach and broad
geographical representation. These experts shall have scientific backgrounds
and field experience and shall be appointed by the Conference of the Parties on
the recommendation of the Committee. The Conference of the Parties shall decide
on the terms of reference and the modalities of work of these panels.

Article 25
Networking of institutions, agencies and bodies

1. The Committee on Science and Technology shall, under the supervision
of the Conference of the Parties, make provision for the undertaking of a survey
and evaluation of the relevant existing networks, institutions, agencies and
bodies willing to become units of a network. Such a network shall support the
implementation of the Convention.

2. On the basis of the results of the survey and evaluation referred to
in paragraph 1, the Committee on Science and Technology shall make
recommendations to the Conference of the Parties on ways and means to facilitate
and strengthen networking of the units at the local, national and other levels,
with a view to ensuring that the thematic needs set out in articles 16 to 19 are
addressed.

3. Taking into account these recommendations, the Conference of the
Parties shall:

(a) identify those national, subregional, regional and international units
that are most appropriate for king, and r nd operational
procedures, and a time-frame, for them; and
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(b) identify the units best suited to facilitating and strengthening such
networking at all levels.

PART V

PROCEDURES

Article 26
Communication of information

1. Each Party shall communicate to the Conference of the parties for
consideration at its ordinary sessions, through the Permaneat Secretariat,
reports on the measures which it has taken for the implementation of the
convention. The Conference of the Parties shall determine the timetable for
gubmission and the format of such reports.

2. Affected country Parties shall provide a description of the strategies
established pursuant to article 5 and of any relevant information on their
implementation.

3. Affected country Parties which implement action programmes pursuant to
articles 9 to 15 shall provide a detailed description of the programmes and of
their implementation.

4. Any group of affected country Parties may make a joint communication
on measures taken at the subregiomal and/or regional levels in the framework of
action programmes.

S. Developed country Parties shall report on measures taken to assist in
the preparation and implementation of action programmes, including information
on the financial resources they have provided, or are providing, under the
Convention.

6. Information communicated pursuant to paragraphs 1 to 4 shall be
transmitted by the Permanent Secretariat as soon as possible to the Conference
of the Parties and to any relevant subsidiary body.

7. The Conference of the Parties shall facilitate the provision to
affected developing countries, particularly those in Africa, on request, of
technical and financial support in compiling and communicating information in
accordance with this article, as well as identifying the technical and financial
needs associated with action programmes.

Article 27
Measures to resolve questions on implementation
The Conference of the Parties shall consider and adopt procedures and

institutional mechanisms for the resolution of questions that may arise with
regard to the implementation of the Convention.
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Article 28
Settlement of disputes

1. Parties shall settle any dispute between them concerning the
interpretation or application of the Convention through negotiation or other
peaceful means of their own choice.

2. wWhen ratifying, accepting, approving, or acceding to the Convention,
or at any time thereafter, a Party which is not a regional economic integration
organization' may declare in a written instrument submitted to the Depositary
that, in respect of any dispute concerning the interpretation or application of
the Convention, it recognizes one or both of the following means of dispute
settlement as «compulsory in relation to any Party accepting the same obligation:

(a) arbitration in accordance with procedures adopted by the Conference of
the Parties in an annex as soon as practicable;

(b) submission of the dispute to the International Court of Justice.

3. A Party which is a regional economic integration organization may make
a declaration with like effect in relation to arbitration in accordance with the
procedure referred to in paragraph 2 (a).

4. A declaration made pursuant to paragraph 2 shall remain in force until
it expires in accordance with its terms or until three months after written
notice of its revocation has been deposited with the Depositary.

5. The expiry of a declaration, a notice of revocation or a new
declaration shall not in any way affect proceedings pending before an arbitral
tribunal or the International Court of Justice unless the Parties to the dispute
otherwise agree.

6. If the Parties to a dispute have not accepted the same or any
procedure pursuant to paragraph 2 and if they have not been able to settle their
dispute within twelve months following notification by one Party to another that
a dispute exists between them, the dispute ghall be submitted to conciliation at
the request of any Party to the dispute, in accordance with procedures adopted
by the Conference of the Parties in an annex as soon as practicable.

Article 29
Status of annexes
1. Annexes form an integral part of the Convention and, unless expressly
provided otherwise, a reference to the Convention also constitutes a reference
to its annexes.
2. The Parties shall interpret the provisions of the annexes in a manner

that is in conformity with their rights and obligations under the articles of
this Convention.
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Article 30
Amendments to the Convention

1. Any .Party may propose amendments to the Convention.

2. Amendments to the Convention shall be adopted at an ordinary session
of the Conference of the Parties. The text of any proposed amendment shall be
communicated to the Parties by the Permanent Secretariat at least six months
before the meeting at which it is proposed for adoption. The Permanent

Secretariat shall also icate prop s to the signatories to the
Convention.
3. The Parties shall make every effort to reach agreement on any proposed

amendment to the Convention by consensus. If all efforts at consensus have been
exhausted and no agreement reached, the amendment shall, as a last resort, be
adopted by a two-thirds majority vote of the Parties present and voting at the
meeting. The adopted amendment shall be communicated by the Permanent
gecretariat to the Depositary, who shall circulate it to all Parties for their
ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.

4. Instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession in
respect of an amendment shall be deposited with the Depositary. An amendment
adopted pursuant to paragraph 3 shall enter into force for those Parties having
accepted it on the ninetieth day after the date of receipt by the Depositary of
an instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession by at least two
thirds of the Parties to the Convention which were Parties at the time of the
adoption of the amendment.

5. The amendment shall enter into force for any other Party on the
ninetieth day after the date on which that Party deposits with the Depositary
its instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval of, or accession to the
said amendment.

6. For the purposes of thig article and article 31, "Parties present and
voting" means Parties present and casting an affirmative or negative vote.

Article 31

Adoption and amendment of annexes

1. Any additional annex to the Conv ion and any d to an annex
shall be proposed and adopted in accordance with the pr re for d of
the Convention set forth in article 30, provided that, in adopting an additional
regional implementation annex or amendment to any regional implementation annex,
the majority provided for in that article shall include a two-thirds majority
vote of the Parties of the region concerned present and voting. The adoption or
amendment of an annex shall be communicated by the Depositary to all Parties.

2. An annex, other than an additional regional implementation annex, or
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an amendment to an annex, other than an amendment to any regional implementation
annex, that has been adopted in accordance with paragraph 1, shall enter into
force for all Parties to the Convention six months after the date of
communication by the Depositary to such Parties of the adoption of such annex or
amendment, except for those Parties that have notified the Depositary in writing
within that period of their non-acceptance of such annex or amendment. Such
annex or amendment shall enter into force for Parties which withdraw their
notification of non-acceptance on the ninetieth day after the date on which
withdrawal of such notification has been received by the Depositary.

3. An additional regional implementation annex or amendment to any
regional implementation annex that has been adopted in accordance with paragraph
1, shall enter into force for all Parties to the Convention six months after the
date of the communication by the Depositary to such Parties of the adoption of
such annex or amendment, except with respect to:

(a) any Party that has notified the Depositary in writing, within such six
month period, of its non-acceptance of that additional regional
implementation annex or of the amendment to the regional
implementation annex, in which case such annex or amendment shall
enter into force for Parties which withdraw their notification of non-
acceptance on the ninetieth day after the date on which withdrawal of
such notification has been received by the Depositary; and

(b) any Party that has made a declaration with respect to additional
regional implementation annexes or amendments to regional
implementation annexes in accordance with article 34, paragraph 4, in
which case any such annex or amendment shall enter into force for such
a Party on the ninetieth day after the date of deposit with the
Depositary of its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or
accession with respect to such annex or amendment.

4. If the adoption of an annex or an amendment to an annex involves an
amendment to the Convention, that annex or amendment to an annex shall not enter
into force until such time as the amendment to the Convention enters into force.

Article 32
Right to vote

1. Except as provided for in paragraph 2, each Party to the Convention
shall have one vote.

2. ﬂmm»osmw economic integration organizations, in matters within their
competence, shall exercise their right to vote with a number of votes equal to
the number of their member States that are Parties to the Convention. Such an

organization shall not exercise its right to vote if any of its member States
exercises its right, and vice versa.

PART VI

FINAL PROVISIONS
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Article 33
Signature

This Convention shall be opened for signature at Paris, on 14-15 Octaober
1994, by States Members of the United Nations or any of its specialized agencies
or that are Parties to the Statute of the International Court of Justice and by
regional economic integration organizations. It shall remain open for
gignature, thereafter, at the United Nations Headquarters in New York until 13
October 1995.

Article 34

Ratification, acceptance, approval
and accession

1. The Convention shall be subject to ratification, acceptance, approval
or accession by States and by regional economic integration organizations. It
shall be open for accession from the day after the date on which the Convention
is closed for signature. Instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or
accession shall be deposited with the Depositary.

2. Any regional economic integration organization which becomes a Party
to the Convention without any of its member States being a Party to the
convention shall be bound by all the obligations under the Convention. Where
one or more member States of such an organization are also Party to the
Convention, the organization and its member States shall decide on their
respective responsibilities for the performance of their obligations under the
convention. In such cases, the organization and the member States shall not be
entitled to exercise rights under the Convention concurrently.

3. In their instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or
accession, regional economic integration organizations shall declare the extent
of their competence with respect to the matters governed by the Convention.
They shall also promptly inform the Depositary, who shall in turn inform the
parties, of any substantial modification in the extent of their competence.

4. In its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession,
any Party may declare that, with respect to it, any additional regional
implementation annex or any amendment to any regional implementation annex shall
enter into force only upon the deposit of its instrument of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession with respect thereto.

Article 35
Interim arrangements

The secretariat functions referred to in article 23 will be carried out on
an interim basis by the secretariat established by the General Assembly of the
United Nations in its resolution 47/188 of 22 December 1992, until the
completion of the fixst session of the Conference of the Parties.
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Article 36
Entry into force
1. The Convention shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after the

date of deposit of the fiftieth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval
or accession.

2. For each State or regional economic integration organization
ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to the Convention after the deposit
of the fiftieth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession,
the Convention shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after the date of
deposit by such State or regional economic integration organization of its
instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.

3. For the purposes of paragraphs 1 and 2, any instrument deposited by a
regional economic integration organization shall not be counted as additional to
those deposited by States members of the organization.

Article 37

Reservations

No reservations may be made to this Convention.

Article 38
Withdrawal

1. At any time after three years from the date on which the Convention
has entered into force for a Party, that Party may withdraw from the Convention
by giving written notification to the Depositary.

2. Any such withdrawal shall take effect upon expiry of one year from the
date of receipt by the Depositary of the notification of withdrawal, or on such
later date as may be specified in the notification of withdrawal.

Article 39
Depositary

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall be the Depositary of the
Convention.

Article 40
Authentic texts
The original of the present Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese,

English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be
deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized to that effect,
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have signed the present Convention.

DONE AT Paris, this 17th day of June one thousand nine hundred and ninety-
four.

ANNEX I

REGIONAL IMPLEMENTATION ANNEX FOR AFRICA

Article 1
Scope
This Annex applies to Africa, in relation to each Party and in conformity
with the Convention, in particular its article 7, for the purpose of combating

desertification and/or mitigating the effects of drought in its arid, semi-arid
and dry sub-humid areas.

Article 2
Purpose

The purpose of this Annex, at the national, subregional and regional levels
in Africa and in the light of its particular conditions, is to:

{a) identify measures and arrangements, including the nature and processes
of assistance provided by developed country Parties, in accordance
with the relevant provisions of the Convention;

{b) provide for the efficient and practical implementation of the
Convention to address conditions specific to Africa; and

(c) promote processes and activities relating to combating desertification

and/or mitigating the effects of drought within the arid, semi-arid
and dry sub-humid areas of Africa.

Article 3
Particular conditions of the African region
In carrying out their obligations under the Convention, the Parties shall,
in the implementation of this Annex, adopt a basic approach that takes into
consideration the following particular conditions of Africa:

(a) the high proportion of arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas;

{b) the substantial number of countries and populations adversely affected
by desertification and by the frequent recurrence of severe drought;

{c) the large number of affected countries that are land-locked;



T EERKERCHREWIRTOE QS v D SREWIRT M QB R ) T 6 R s L (d) the widespread poverty prevalent in most affected countries, the large
= number of least developed countries among them, and their need for
QRO QHGERDS WO LR UEN OO X R O ORE (BRSO BRI significant amounts of external assistance, in the form of grants and
loans on concessional terms, to pursue their development objectives;
FUHOEEL QR 4e-28) wWEU I S er)°
o EEOEGEINTR R KRR E QBRSO RET TEEEES RO O K 5 0 R (e) the difficult socio-economic conditions, exacerbated by deteriorating
and fluctuating terms of trade, external indebtedness and political
OEHBUHARS ERRGROEHIES HRHW R ) O S0 u° instability, which induce internal, regional and international
migrations;
T HERW S W KK K i O 02 0 R < OSSR E RIS BKER R 04 O iy (f) the heavy reliance of populations on natural resources for subsistence
X which, compounded by the effects of demographic trends and factors, a
D SRS UESHIES IRIR I IR o S MR 0 B DRI Q BRI REEC | B O W S weak technological base and unsustainable production practices,
contributes to serious resource degradation;
NS EVAS
= FERNHOCH TSRO SIS MRTHRERS Ui U RiIry QR A KR YE (g) the insufficient institutional and legal frameworks, the weak
infrastructural base and the insufficient scientific, technical and
o ENCERDRNMRGNE-AUNR W 50 ° educational capacity, leading to substantial capacity-building
requirements; and
E REIUERRONSHT O ORBVEZ UL CERERT MR OMEWIRT QH Q IER C MR (h) the central role of actions to combat desertification and/or mitigate
the effects of drought in the national development priorities of
B QS W ORIV S0 0 affected African countries.
BRSNS R CERECREORE Article 4
Commitments and obligations of
African country Parties
NN — AR ROERHY mECHRUELRDVWKSHA ° 1. In accordance with their respective capabilities, African country
e 3 SEWRUERD [SESEVESEas: £ 81 @ o
PAJTE Parties undertake to:
SELH
@%ﬁm& E RAEIURSONIHET O CRBVE R 0 ) RV 0 U D CIRR LR S DS aRE (a) adopt the combating of desertification and/or the mitigation of the
vU% effects of drought as a central strategy in their efforts to eradicate
% AW EEEE A 1A poverty;
D BRI UEI0 e D B R C HEF -0 O v DI UERONTEHH 0 CiRE v E R o £ (b) promote regional cooperation and integration, in a spirit of
solidarity and partnership based on mutual interest, in programmes and
SEEOHRUL IVERE TR RS I 0 ) e @ activities to combat desertification and/or mitigate the effects of
drought;
T REBIROHT O URER ORIEC RN | BIREK D 59 0 A ORSEEQ | IR K v T HE W K (c) rationalize and strengthen existing institutions concerned with
- desertification and drought and involve other existing institutions,
IR MRSERIE € RN QRIS RS A RS U7 s TR L T HORIE SR WRIbxUY as appropriate, in order to make them more effective and to ensure
more efficient use of resources;
NIBENES
3 NN ORCERHOEURTORE Ff#' N D I DRHIRK L E A QS HEER © X0 B8 0 (d) promote the exchange of information on appropriate technology,
knowledge, know-how and practices between and among them; and
DRV
T OREINOHTB O U 0 URIEDUBE LSS P O O REVE R0 U Q QM TR W R (e) develop contingency plans for mitigating the effects of drought in
areas degraded by desertification and/or drought.
oH)A°
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2.

1o

Pursuant to the general and specific obligations set out in articles 4

and 5 of the Convention, affected African country Parties shall aim to:

(a)

(b}

(c)

1.

make appropriate financial allocations from their national budgets
consistent with national conditions and capabilities and reflecting
the new priority Africa has accorded to the phenomenon of
desertification and/or drought:

sustain and strengthen reforms currently in progress towards greater

decentralization and resource tenure as well as reinforce
participation of local populations and communities; and

identify and mobilize new and additional national financial resources

and expand, as a matter of priority, existing national capabilities
and facilities to mobilize domestic financial resources.

Article s

Commitments and obligations of developed
country Parties

In fulfilling their obligations pursuant to articles 4, 6 and 7 of the

Convention, developed country Parties shall give priority to affected African
country Parties and, in this context, shall:

(a)

(b)

(c)

2.

assist them to combat desertification and/or mitigate the effects of
drought by, inter alia, providing and/or facilitating access to
financial and/or other resources, and promoting, financing and/or
facilitating the financing of the transfer, adaptation and access to
appropriate environmental technologies and know-how, as mutually
agreed and in accordance with national policies, taking into account
their adoption of poverty eradication as a central strategy;

continue to allocate significant resources and/or increase resources
to combat desertification and/or mitigate the effects of drought; and

assist them in strengthening capacities to enable them to improve
their institutional frameworks, as well as their scientific and
technical capabilities, information collection and analysis, and
research and development for the purpose of combating desertification
and/or mitigating the effects of drought.

Other country Parties may provide, on a voluntary basis, technology,

knowledge and know-how relating to desertification and/or financial resources,

to affected African country Parties.

The transfer of such knowledge, know-how

and techniques is facilitated by international cooperation.

Article 6

Strategic planning framework for
sustainable development
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1. National action programmes shall be a central and integral part of a
broader process of formulating national policies for the sustainable development
of affected African country Parties.

2. A consultative and participatory process involving appropriate levels
of government, local populations, communities and non-governmental organizations
shall be undertaken to provide guidance on a strategy with flexible planning to
allow maximum participation from local populations and communities. As
appropriate, bilateral and multilateral assistance agencies may be involved in
this process at the request of an affected African country Party.

Article 7
Timetable for preparation of action programmes

pending entry into force of this Convention, the African country Parties,
in cooperation with other members of the international community, as
appropriate, shall, to the extent possible, provisionally apply those provisions
of the Convention relating to the preparation of national, subregional and
regional action programmes.

Article 8
Content of national action programmes

1. Consistent with article 10 of the Convention, the overall strategy of
national action programmes shall emphasize integrated local development
programmes for affected areas, based on participatory mechanisms and on
integration of strategies for poverty eradication into efforts to combat
desertification and mitigate the effects of drought. The programmes shall aim
at strengthening the capacity of local authorities and ensuring the active
involvement of local populations, communities and groups, with emphasis on
education and training, mobilization of non-governmental organizations with
proven expertise and strengthening of decentralized governmental structures.

2. National action programmes shall, as appropriate, include the

following general features:

(a) the use, in developing and implementing national action programmes, of
past experiences in combating desertification and/or mitigating the
effects of drought, taking into account social, economic and
ecological conditions;

(b) the identification of factors contributing to desertification and/or
drought and the resources and capacities available and required, and
the setting up of appropriate policies and institutional and other
responses and measures necessary to combat those phenomena and/or
mitigate their effects; and

(¢} the increase in participation of local populations and communities,
including women, farmers and pastoralists, and delegation to them of
more responsibility for management.



=
=t

=

g
&
2]
s
D

QUGN IR AR v T A 0 4 Q6 4R

KEutln O WwR RO IR (U RETECHE2 O SERME UL E-»E) BBy
Rckiut:)

AR RCO MBI C EIWEER 0 1) 1°

PR S K LM 0 K H © W A 0 1 ) °

B R W EHE OO L O 5 W QKW 0 1) °

K L 0 Y T IR T O N © BT TR R E U 10 1) 00
QA LI O b 8T BN S U ER R SR HE) D b 4 -4 n0 HT B

AR <o © SRES TR U S 0 HHEMH IR © X S MANBH 00 1) 0°

ER U B~ QSR i TR RO IR S 0 g
HE I o< [T WS B A 10 2 6 1L < THEHR D SRR R I 9 X IR 4 v 3050

I CHMEBO L QU O LI
gl
[ St SR SN ]

ECREXOHROESPE RO £F € KE WHEH 0

T KOO WHoKEEE QRUE ViR T R il #4035l

i)

RO RR

EHROEHRER

R

Kbl

HE SRR
RS TRFIC S LR O BB L O 5 VRE OIS ) R0 CEIGEREI b o iR S U KKHKIE S
ERERSPRHE LRS- EL Q5 & O BRHE vy o2l

5RO KR R e @ HRWEE 00 RS H 2 ) - EOERKORMERE Y

3. National action programmes shall also, as appropriate, include the
following:

(a) measures to improve the economic environment with a view to
eradicating poverty:

(i) increasing incomes and employment opportunities, especially for
the poorest members of the community, by:
- developing markets for farm and livestock products;
- creating financial instruments suited to local needs;

- encouraging diversification in agriculture and the setting-up
of agricultural enterprises; and

- developing economic activities of a para-agricultural or non-
agricultural type;

(ii) improving the long-term prospects of rural ies by the
creation of:
- incentives for productive investment and access to the means
of production; and
- price and tax policies and commercial practices that promote
growth;
{iii) defining and applying population and migration policies to reduce
population pressure on land; and
(iv) promoting the use of drought resistant crops and the application

of integrated dry-land farming systems for food security
purposes;

(b) measures to conserve natural resources:

(i) ensuring integrated and sustainable management of natural
resources, including:

- agricultural land and pastoral land;
- vegetation cover and wildlife;

- forests;

- water resources; and

- biological diversity;

(1i) training with regard to, and strengthening, public awareness and
environmental education campaigns and disseminating knowledge of
techniques relating to the sustainable management of natural
resources; and

(iii) ensuring the development and efficient use of diverse energy

gources, the promotion of alternative sources of energy,
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(c)

(iii)

{d)

(ii)

(iii)

(e) me

(i

{ii)

(1ii)

particularly solar energy, wind energy and bio-gas, and specific
arrangements for the transfer, acquisition and adaptation of
relevant technology to alleviate the pressure on fragile natural
resources;

measures to improve institutional organization:

(i) defining the roles and responsibilities of central government and
local authorities within the framework of a land use planning
mapwn<“

(ii) encouraging a policy of active decentralization, devolving
responsibility for management and decision-making to local
authorities, and encouraging initiatives and the assumption of

responsibility by local communities and the establishment of
local structures; and

adjusting, as appropriate, the institutional and regulatory
£ k of € 1 resource g t to provide security of
land tenure for local populations;

measures to improve knowledge of desertification:
(i) promoting research and the collection, processing and exchange of
information on the scientific, technical and socio-economic
aspects of desgertification;

improving national capabilities in research and in the
collection, processing, exchange and analysis of information so

as to increase understanding and to translate the results of the
analysis into operational terms; and

encouraging the medium- and long-term study of:
- socio-economic and cultural trends in affected areas;
- qualitative and quantitative trends in natural resources; and

the interaction between climate and desertification; and

asures to monitor and assess the effects of drought:
} developing strategies to evaluate the impacts of natural climate
variability on regional drought and desertification and/or to

utilize predictions of climate variability on seasonal to

interannual time scales in efforts to mitigate the effects of
drought ;

improving early warning and response capacity, efficiently
managing emergency relief and food aid, and improving food
stocking and distribution systems, cattle protection schemes and
public works and alternative livelihoods for drought prone areas;
and

monitoring and assessing ecological degradation to provide
reliable and timely information on the process and dynamics of
resource degradation in order to facilitate better policy
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formulations and responses.

Article 9

Preparation of national action programmes and
implementation and evaluation indicators

Each affected African country Party shall designate an appropriate national
coordinating body to function as a catalyst in the preparation, implementation
and evaluation of its national action programme. This coordinating body shall,
in the light of article 3 and as appropriate:

(a) undertake an identification and review of actions, beginning with a
locally driven consultation process, involving local populations and
communities and with the cooperation of local administrative
authorities, developed country Parties and intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations, on the basis of initial consultations
of those concerned at the national level;

(b) identify and analyse the constraints, needs and gaps affecting
development and sustainable land use and recommend practical measures
to avoid duplication by making full use of relevant ongoing efforts
and promote implementation of results;

(c) facilitate, design and formulate project activities based on
interactive, flexible approaches in order to ensure active
participation of the population in affected areas, to minimize the
negative impact of such activities, and to identify and prioritize
requirements for financial assistance and technical cooperation;

(d) establish pertinent, quantifiable and readily verifiable indicators to
ensure the assessment and evaluation of national action programmes,
which encompass actions in the short, medium and long terms, and of
the implementation of such programmes; and

(e) prepare progress reports on the implementation of the national action
programmes.

Article 10

Oorganizational framework of subregional
action programmes

1. pursuant to article 4 of the Convention, African country Parties shall
cooperate in the preparation and implementation of subregional action programmes
for central, eastern, northern, southern and western Africa and, in that regard,
may delegate the following responsibilities to relevant subregional
intergovernmental organizations:

(a) acting as focal points for preparatory activities and coordinating the
implementation of the subregional action programmes;
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(b) assisting in the preparation and implementation of national action
programmes;

(c) facilitating the exchange of information, experience and know-how as
well as providing advice on the review of national legislation; and

(d) any other responsibilities relating to the implementation of
subregional action programmes.

2. specialized subregional institutions may provide support, upon
request, and/or be entrusted with the responsibility to coordinate activities in
their respective fields of competence.

Article 11

Content and preparation of subregional
action programmes

Subregional action programmes shall focus on issues that are better
addressed at the subregional level. They shall establish, where necessary,
mechanisms for the management of shared natural resources. Such mechanisms
shall effectively handle transboundary problems associated with desertification
and/or drought and shall provide support for the harmonious implementation of
national action programmes. Priority areas for subregional action programmes
shall, as appropriate, focus on:

(a) joint programmes for the sustainable management of transboundary
natural resources through bilateral and multilateral mechanisms, as
appropriate;

(b) coordination of programmes to develop alternative energy sources;

(c) cooperation in the management and control of pests as well as of plant
and animal diseases;

(d) capacity-building, education and public awareness activities that are
better carried out or supported at the subregional level;

(e) scientific and technical cooperation, particularly in the
climatological, meteorological and hydrological fields, including
networking for data collection and assessment, information sharing and
project monitoring, and coordination and prioritization of research
and development activities;

(f) early warning systems and joint planning for mitigating the effects of
drought, including measures to address the problems resulting from
environmentally induced migrations;

(g) exploration of ways of sharing experiences, particularly regarding
participation of local populations and communities, and creation of an
enabling environment for improved land use management and for use of
appropriate technologies;

(h) strengthening of the capacity of subregional organizations to
coordinate and provide technical services, as well as establishment
reorientation and atrengthening of subregional centres and

e
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institutions; and

(i) development of policies in fields, such as trade, which have impact
upon affected areas and populations, including policies for the
coordination of regional marketing regimes and for common
infrastructure.

Article 12

Organizational framework of the
regional action pragramme

1. Pursuant to article 11 of the Convention, African country Parties
shall jointly determine the procedures for preparing and implementing the
regional action programme.

2. The Parties may provide appropriate support to relevant African
regicnal institutions and organizations to enable them to assist African country
parties to fulfil their responsibilities under the Convention.

Article 13
Content of the regional action programme

The regional action programme includes measures relating to combating
desertification and/or mitigating the effects of drought in the following
priority areas, as appropriate:

(a) development of regional cooperation and coordination of subregional
action programmes for building regional consensus on key policy areas,
including through regular consultations of subregional organizations;

(b) promotion of capacity-building in activities which are better
implemented at the regional level;

(c) the seeking of solutions with the international community to global
economic and social issues that have an impact on affected areas
taking into account article 4, paragraph 2 (b) of the Convention;

{d) promotion among the affected country Parties of Africa and its
subregions, as well as with other affected regions, of exchange of
information and appropriate techniques, technical know-how and
relevant experience; promotion of scientific and technological
cooperation particularly in the fields of climatology, meteorology,
hydrology, water resource development and alternative energy sources;
coordination of subregional and regional research activities; and
identification of regional priorities for research and development;

{e) coordination of networks for systematic observation and assessment and
information exchange, as well as their integration into world-wide
networks; and

(£) coordination of and reinforcement of subregional and regional early
warning systems and drought contingency plans.





