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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN
AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA ON MARITIME SEARCH AND RESCUE

The Government of Japan and the Government
of the United States of America (hereinafter
referred to as "the Uu.s.a."),

Under the International Convention on
Maritime Search and Rescue, 1979 (hereinafter
referred to as "the Convention"),

Recognizing the great importance of co-
operation in maritime search and rescue and of
the provision of expeditious and effective
search and rescue services,

Have ayreed as follows:

Article I

1. The Parties delimit, in accordance with the
relevant provisions of the Convention, their
respective search and rescue regions in the
North Pacific as follows:

The search and rescue region of Japan is
limited on the eastern and southern sides by
the line connecting the coordinates 52030'N,
165°E; 179N, 165°E; and 179N, 130©E,

The search and rescue region of the U.S.A.
is limited on the western and northern sides by
the line connecting the coordinates 52030'N,
165%E; 219N, 1659E; 21°N, 1300E; and
179N, 130©E.
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2. The establishment of search and rescue
regions is intended only to effect an under-
standing concerning the regions within which
each Party accepts primary responsibility for
coordinating maritime search and rescue
operations.

Article II

Either Party, on receiving information of
any person in distress at sea within its search
and rescue region as provided in Paragraph 1 of
Article I, shall take urgent measures to
provide the most appropriate assistance
available regardless of the nationality or
status of such a person or the circumstances in
which that person is found.

Article III

1. The Parties, in conducting their search and
rescue operations including the urgent measures
referred to in Article II, shall cooperate with
each other when necessary and coordinate their
search and rescue operations for that purpose.

2. For any search and rescue operation
involving the rescue units of both Parties in
the area where the search and rescue regions of
both Parties overlap, the Parties shall decide
in each case which Party will have primary
responsibility for coordinating the search and
rescue operations through consultation.

3. In order to facilitate the coordination
referred to in Paragraph 1, the Parties shall
endeavor to ensure the use of common search and
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rescue procedures and to provide the necessary
means of communication.

Article IV

l. The Parties shall report to each other on
maritime search and rescue cases of common
interest when necessary or appropriate.

2, The Parties shall endeavor to exchange
information, in addition to that related to
specific search and rescue cases, that may
serve to improve the effectiveness of maritime
search and rescue operations.

Article V

The Parties, to promote mutual cooperation
in the field of maritime search and rescue,
will pay due consideration to various
collaborative efforts including:

(a) Mutual visits between search and rescue
brogram managers and Rescue Coordination
Center personnel,

(b) Conduct of joint exercises of search and
rescue operations, and of training in search
and rescue services,

(c) Mutual use of ship reporting systems for
search and rescue,

(d) Development of search and rescue
procedures, techniques, equipment, and
facilities, and

(e) Provision of services in support of
search and rescue operations such as use of
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fueling or medical facilities.

Article VI

1. Nothing in this Agreement shall affect in
any way the rights and duties based on other
international agreements pertaining to either
Party.

2. The Parties will implement this Agreement in
accordance with international law and their
respective laws and regulations.

Article VII

1. The Agreement shall enter into force on the
date of signature.

2. This Agreement shall remain in force for a
period of three years, and shall continue in
force thereafter subject to termination on the
date of expiration of six months after written
notice by either Party to the other of its
intention to terminate this Agreement, or on
the date of the entering into force of a
superseding agreement.

3. Termination as referred to in Paragraph 2
shall not affect the maritime search and rescue
operations which have been undertaken hereunder
and are not yet completed at the time of
termination as referred to in Paragraph 2
unless otherwise agreed to by the Parties.

4, This Agreement may be amended by written
agreement between the Parties.



NHOREKVOWM g’ %E@ﬁﬁ#%ﬁmﬂ%%&&ﬁ IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being

. duly authorized by their respective
”TC@%EK%@LJKD Governments, have signed this Agreement.

FRm< K T oy Rk HHEN o4 M) g Signed at Tokyo on the twelfth day of the

o month of December, 1986 in duplicate in the
WEEO Y English p.w:mcm@?.

o 2 1S For the Government For the Government
KEEEQNQ of Japan: of the United States
K EH of America:
(Signed) (Signed)
—_ 0 v a N
hr= REKEEEQNQY M. Gotohda Michael J. Mansfield
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