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AGREEMENT ON FISHERIES
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN AND
THE GOVERNMENT OF AUSTRALIA

The Government of Japan and the Government
of Australia,

Recalling their concern for the rational
management, conservation and optimum utilisation
of the living resources of the sea and the need
to promote the orderly development of the
international law of the sea,

Taking into account developments in the
international law of the sea including develop-
ments at the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea,

Recognising that the Government of Australia
exercises  in accordance with international law,
sovereign rights for the purposes of exploring
and exploiting, 6 conserving and managing the
living resources within the zone of 200 nautical
miles off its coasts (hereinafter referred to
as "the Australian fishing zone"),

Considering that nationals and fishing
vessels of Japan have been engaged, for a
considerable period of time, in the utilisation
of certain living resources off the coast of
Australia and have also made a contribution to
the development of and research into such
resources,

Considering further the desire of the Govern-
ment of Japan that fishing vessels of Japan
continue to pursue their interest in the
utilisation of these resources,
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Desirous of establishing the terms and
conditions under which their mutual fisheries
relations shall be conducted, and

Taking into account their desire to promote
co-operation in the field of fisheries and in
this way further to develop friendly relations
between Japan and Australia,

Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE I

The Government of Japan and the Government
of Australia undertake to ensure close co-
operation between the two countries in matters
pertaining to the conservation and optimum
utilisation of the living resources of the sea,
They shall endeavour to facilitate such co-
operation and shall continue to consult and
co-operate bilaterally or multilaterally, as
appropriate, with a view to achieving common
fisheries objectives,

ARTICLE II

1. The Government of Australia shall permit
fishing vessels of Japan to engage in fishing

within the Australian fishing zone in accordance

with the provisions of this Agreement,

2. The detailed procedures for the conduct of

fishing operations by fishing vessels of Japan
within the Australian fishing zone and for

the issuance of licences by the Government of

Australia shall be provided for in subsidiary

agreements between the two Governments,
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3. The Government of Australia shall require
compliance by fishing vessels of Japan engaged
in fishing within the Australian fishing zone
with Australian law in respect of fisheries
applicable to foreign fishing vessels within
the Australian fishing zone.

ARTICLE III

1, The Government of Australia shall in the
exercise of its sovereign rights in respect of
the living resources within the Australian
fishing zone, determine annually, 6 subject to
adjustment when necessary to meet unforeseen
circumstances:

(a) the total allowable catch for indi-
vidual stocks or complexes of stocks,
taking into account the best available
scientific evidence, the interdependence
of stocks and all other relevant
factors;

(b) the portion of the total allowable
catch for such stocks that will be
taken by fishing vessels of Australia;
and

(c) allocations, as and where appropriate,
for fishing vessels of Japan of parts
of surpluses of such stocks,

2, The Government of Australia shall inform the
Government of Japan, on a timely basis, of any
determination or adjustment made in pursuance
of this Article,

ARTICLE IV

The Government of Japan shall take appro-

B
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priate measures, in accordance with the relevant
laws and regulations of Japan, to ensure:

(a) that fishing vessels of Japan not engage
in fishing within the Australian fishing
zone, unless licensed under this Agree-
ment ;

(b) that fishing vessels of Japan licensed
to fish within the Australian fishing
zone comply with the provisions of this
Agreement; and

(c) that persons on board fishing vessels
of Japan within the Australian fishing
zone allow boarding and comply with the
instructions of duly authorised
Australian officials for the purposes
of inspection and enforcement,

ARTICLE V

1. The Government of Australia shall give prompt
notification through diplomatic channels inform-
ing the Government of Japan of the arrest of
nationals of Japan on board fishing vessels of
Japan or the seizure of such vessels, The
Government of Australia also shall inform the
Government of Japan of the outcome of any sub-
sequent legal proceedings relating to such
arrested nationals of Japan or seized fishing
vessels of Japan,

2. In the event of arrest or seizure, nationals
of Japan and fishing vessels of Japan shall,

on compliance with the requirements of
Australian law relating to bond or other
security, be promptly released,
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ARTICLE VI

1, The Government of Japan shall take necessary
measures to notify the Government of Australia
of details of fishing vessels of Japan that
wish to engage in fishing within the Australian
fishing zone,

2, Fishing vessels of Japan, in order to fish
within the Australian fishing zone, shall
obtain licences in accordance with Australian
law,

ARTICLE VII

1. The Government of Japan shall co-operate
with the Government of Australia in the conduct
of scientific research for the purposes of

the effective conservation and optimum utilisa-
tion of the living resources within the
Australian fishing zone,

2. The Government of Japan shall make available
to the Government of Australia such statistical
and biological information as may be required
by the Government of Australia for the purposes
of managing and conserving the living resources
within the Australian fishing zone,

ARTICLE VIII

The Government of Japan shall take all
necessary measures, in accordance with the
relevant laws and regulations of Japan, to
facilitate prompt and adequate settlement of
a claim for loss or damage on the part of the
Government of Australia or Australian citizens
for which fishing vessels of Japan licensed



4 HTR

WER SR

KRN
0 T B
K

BHOE
SERVIER
R HP -V
Qe

foK e R USERB Y

A O R LT B U ©

®R&

MREHENOR—K=N=NHEE” VOBHOKEYRK
D HEENSENEC

]+ &

NOBHO SR ROBNOBEXERENYEKO Y OREM
Euk—X-nN=NHEEVOEY RER#HDO RO Y B
Y VORGIEFEROKBY 4 AP EXICNLINER
Q0 MMKBLE | ROHERILOHECOIXROERS
QOB MmONE O NEX+ IR EE A0

®+ &

NOBHOSREOB»" MREXDLKR-X-N=NRE
KAV 2O RO B EE K K i iy hod bR 1 K H B 3
CEAHMEMEASPEKRBEOSRLEOFELON S92 SR
QEIZO HB WA QU H OV HELOH SO

w®+1 1%

pursuant to paragraph 2 of Article VI of this
Agreement are responsible while within the
Australian fishing zone for the purpose of
fishing operations,

ARTICLE IX

The Government of Japan and the Government
of Australia shall hold periodic consultations
regarding the implementation of this Agreement,

ARTICLE X

If a dispute arises between the Government
of Japan and the Government of Australia as to
the interpretation or application of any of the
provisions of this Agreement 6 the two Govern-
ments shall endeavour to settle it by negotia-
tions between themselves, Such negotiations
shall begin within sixty days after one Govern-
ment receives a request for the opening of
negotiations from the other,

ARTICLE XI

Nothing in this Agreement shall be deemed to
affect other existing international agreements
to which Japan and Australia are parties or to
prejudice the position of the Government of
either country in regard to any question under
negotiation at the Third United Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea,

ARTICLE XII
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1. This Agreement shall enter into force on
the first day of November, 1979.

2, This Agreement shall remain in force for a
period of two years and shall continue in
force thereafter until the expiration of
twelve months from the date on which either
Government shall give notice to the other of
its intention to terminate this Agreement,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF 6 the undersigned, being
duly authorised by their respective Governments,
have signed this Agreement,

DONE in duplicate at Canberra, this seventeenth
day of October, 1979, in the English language.

For the Government of
Australia:

For the Government of
Japan:

(Signed) (Signed)

Yoshio Okawara P.J. Nixon
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(Australian Note)

Canberra, 17 October 1979
Excellency,

I have the honour to refer to the Agreement
on Fisheries between the Government of Australia
and the Government of Japan signed today, and
to confirm that it is the understanding of the
Government of Australia that, in the consulta-
tions referred to in Article IX of the said
Agreement, the two Governments shall amongst
other things examine the possibility of further
co-operation in the field of fisheries, in-
cluding in particular:

(1) exchanges of technical information and
personnel;

(2) the expansion of markets, including
improved market access for fish and fish
products originating in Australia;

(3) the facilitation of co-operative arrange-
ments between Japanese and Australian
enterprises for the catching of living
resources from the Australian fishing
zone and for the utilisation, processing
and marketing of catches from the
Australian fishing zone; and

(4) such other matters as may be agreed
upon,
I should be grateful if Your Excellency would

confirm that the foregoing is also the under-
standing of the Government of Japan,
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consideration,
FRIOV+RE+mE- POy &y Nenp

B KHE#MKE u—x— AN (Signed) P.J. Nixon
Minister of State
for Primary Industry

= X<=n= WY His Excellency
MREEEEHEKE K o - rs Loshio Okawara

Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of Japan
to Australia
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(Japanese Note)

Canberra, 17 October 1979

Excellency,

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt
of Your Excellency's Note of today's date,
which reads as follows:

"(Australian Note)"

I have further the honour to confirm that
the foregoing is also the understanding of the
Government of Japan,

I avail myself of this opportunity to extend
to Your Excellency the assurance of my highest
consideration,

(Signed) Yoshio Okawara
Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of Japan
to Australia

The Honourable P,J. Nixon, M.P,
Minister of State for Primary Industry
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