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AGREEMENT ON FISHERIES
BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN
AND
THE GOVERNMENT OF SOLOMON ISLANDS

The Government of Japan and the Government
of Solomon Islands,

Considering their common concern for the
rational management, conservation and optimum
utilisation of the living resources of the
sea,

Recognising that the Government of Solomon
Islands has extended its jurisdiction over the
living resources in adjacent waters of Solomon
Islands and exercises sovereign rights in the
200 nautical mile fishery limits of Solomon
Islands for the purpose of exploring and ex-
ploiting, conserving and managing these
resources,

Recognising that the living resources in
the 200 nautical mile fishery limits of Solomon
Islands form one of the most valuable resources
of Solomon Islands,

Recognising that the Government of Solomon
Islands desires to develop fisheries for the
benefit of the people of Solomon Islands and
that the Government of Solomon Islands has the
right to determine the total allowable catch
and Solomon Islands harvesting capacity of
the living resources in the 200 nautical mile
fishery limits of Solomon Islands,

Considering the desire of the Government of
Japan that fishing vessels of Japan continue
to pursue their traditional interest in the
utilisation of the fishery resources in the
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200 nautical mile fishery limits of Solomon
Islands and be accorded by the Government of
Solomon Islands reasonable access to the sur-
plus catch in the 200 nautical mile fishery
limits of Solomon Islands, and

Desiring to establish the terms and condi-
tions under which fishing operations are to
be conducted in the 200 nautical mile fishery
limits of Solomon Islands by nationals and
fishing vessels of Japan,

Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE I

Fishing by nationals and fishing vessels of
Japan in the 200 nautical mile fishery limits
of Solomon Islands, as defined by the Procla-
mation by the Governor of the Solomon Islands
dated 28 December Hoﬂﬂ. in which the Govern-
ment of Solomon Islands exercises jurisdiction
in regard to the conservation and management
of fishery resources (hereinafter referred to
as '"the Fishery Limits") shall be conducted
in accordance with this Agreement,

ARTICLE II

The Government of Japan and the Government
of Solomon Islands shall hold consultations
regarding the implementation of this Agree-
ment and the regulatory measures to be deter-
mined by the Government of Solomon Islands in
accordance with Article III of this Agreement,
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ARTICLE III

1. The Government of Solomon Islands shall
determine each year, taking into account the
consultations with the Government of Japan
referred to in Article II of this Agreement,
and on the basis of the best available scien-
tific evidence, regulatory measures with
respect to the conduct of fishing by nationals
and fishing vessels of Japan within the
Fishery Limits,

2, The Government of Solomon Islands shall
notify the Government of Japan of the regula-
tory measures referred to in paragraph 1 above
on a timely basis,

ARTICLE IV

The Government of Solomon Islands shall
issue, in accordance with the Fisheries Act
1972 as amended by the Fisheries Act No. 9 of
1977, permits upon receipt of fces, to enable
fishing vessels of Japan to engage in fishing
within the Fishery Limits,

ARTICLE V

The Government of Japan shall ensure, in
accordance with the relevant laws and regula-
tions of Japan, that fishing vessels of Japan,
unless licensed under this Agreement, shall
not engage in fishing within the Fishery
Limits, and that nationals and fishing vessels
of Japan engaging in fishing under this Agree-
ment comply with the provisions of this Agree-~
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ment ,

ARTICLE VI

1. In cases of arrest or seizure by the author-
ities of Solomon Islands of nationals or
fishing vessels of Japan which do not comply
with the provisions of this Agreement notifi-
cation shall be given promptly informing the
Government of Japan of the action taken,

2. Arrested nationals of Japan and seized
fishing vessels of Japan shall be promptly
released, in accordance with any decision for
such release by the court of Solomon Islands
and subject to the receipt of such satisfactory
bond or other security as may be determined

by such court,

3. Nationals and fishing vessels of Japan which
do not comply with the provisions of this
Agreement shall be subject to fines and other
penalties in accordance with the Fisheries
Ordinance 1972 as amended by the Fisheries
Ordinance No, 9 of 1977.

ARTICLE VII

The Government of Japan and the Government
of Solomon Islands shall promote the objective
of conservation and optimum utilisation of the
resources of tuna and tuna-like fishes of the
Pacific Ocean,

ARTICLE VIII

Subject to the availability of facilities
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and the needs of Solomon Islands vessels, the
Government of Solomon Islands undertakes to
authorise fishing vessels of Japan to enter
Solomon Islands ports for the purposes of
refuelling, reprovisioning and effecting
repairs, in accordance with the relevant laws,
regulations and administrative requirements
of Solomon Islands,

ARTICLE IX

Nothing in this Agreement shall be deemed
to affect international agreements on the
conservation of fishery resources to which
Japan and Solomon Islands are parties or tp
prejudice the position of either Government in
regard to any question under negotiation at
the Third United Nations Conference on the Law
of the Sea,

ARTICLE X

1, This Agreement shall enter into force on
the date of signature,

2, This Agreement shall remain in force for a
period of one year and shall continue in

force thereafter until the expiration of six
months from the day on which either Government
shall give notice of its intention to terminate

this Agreement,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being
duly authorised by their respective Govern-
ments, have signed this Agreement,
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DONE at Honiara on 20 September 1978, in
duplicate in the English language,

D EHEQHLN For the Government For the Government
Jow | 2 of Japan: of Solomon Islands:
NO W NEERHEQY AN (Signed) K, Yamaguchi (Signed) W, Ben
EeCN
(f030)
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