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AGREEMENT BETWEEN JAPAN AND
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
CONCERNING THE AMAMI ISLANDS

Signed at T'okyo, December 24, 1953
Entered into force, December 25, 1953
Promulgated, December 25, 1953

WHEREAS the United States of America desires, with
respect to the Amami Islands, to relinquish in favor of
Japan all rights and interests under Article 3 of the Treaty
of Peace with Japan signed at the city of San Francisco
on September 8, 1951, as announced by the Secretary of
State on August 8, 1953; and

WHEREAS Japan is willing to assume full responsibility
and authority for the exercise of all powers of administra-
tion, legislation and jurisdiction over the territory and in-
habitants of the Amami Islands;

THEREFORE, the Government of Japan and the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America have determined
to conclude this Agreement, and have accordingly appointed

their respective representatives for this purpose, who have

1 1



ROE-E
gl
Q¥R
KK
OREE
N EHEE N
B o5
EVER

—~

N

~

NS RAUEKE @ O R0 5 Y

1%

Nx S RAEKE S KR YRS RImE
[ HRmZmM AN o NIND DK N IEUEIS &
MHF A © BRI [ L4 QRS
AN R =) & O mRE
Q24 MR mEEE EBREHomY” @K
1 Q EERHDHE LR DY HHpITHHe
A QERNIEE A 20 QI8 ¢S8R S i tH
N AVER D 00

DORBMOME- Nefikan 2 EMEHIE
00 HEE (BB R 5o

RS

Nx = REKEQERK B Y RYEROW 5101 ]
OMEXDLER L R 18 =) [+<Zm
BIRUBNIURT VOB UL L mEE AN % =
RAKHE~ Q FE Q # YK IR 1[N B~ (088
KU ELEO Y GREAE KRB0

NIRT 2 O V" RIS SR Q R R mi-

1N

agreed as follows:—

Article I

1. With respect to the Amami Islands, the United States
of America relinquishes in favor of Japan all rights and
interests under Article 3 of the Treaty of Peace with Japan
signed at the city of San Francisco on September 8, 1951,
effective from December 25, 1953. Japan, as of such date,
assumes full responsibility and authority for the exercise
of all and any powers of administration, legislation and
jurisdiction over the territory and inhabitants of the Amami
Islands.

2. For the purpose of this Agreement, the term “Amami
Islands” shall mean the group of islands, including their
territorial waters, as defined in the attached Annex.

Article 1I

1. The two installations and sites presently utilized by
the United States of America in the Amami Islands will be
used by the United States armed forces in accordance with
the procedures set forth in the Administrative Agreement
as amended, under Article III of the Security Treaty be-
tween Japan and the United States of America, signed at

& = 11D



"
D

S
g

)
B

DXF DL

O

WALE AT
TR

FNE+ =) - H R LIRR O SR U =0 0 VR
P SR T mBEE N x s RORE VR
ST OVQ I RRRPAe MY QE U200
WEXD B R VBV E R 0 N2 N
4re°

o~ mREEES @K Q BN S RERQH
M2 0 N0 m O REBIR K
MR 0 R R Um A -~ 8RNI O 1 duiiBau 250
AN E O W IREGEE © 85K v N % = R QR ELY
ENEE 20 ubae° BRI SMEO LA
REMHH1TE1 [=) - oy m R EE R O 18
N mAEN VR VAL S IR T BE N g o
QIS mKREEER N QHEHNmAUN L o EHE
R AW YT B0 .20 0 R QBRI

I
IR E S R ) R m
EIKEEE Y L 0eBE R0V Q M) I wE
KO om0 ] e iy Ol mEE Q Ry
e JuoET A i AUl M 1m H B R 2400 1) A IR

N REKHE @R Y R 0 5B

(&« 11D

Tokyo on February 28, 1952. However, in the event that,
due to unavoidable delays, it is impossible to comply with
the above procedures by December 25, 1953, Japan grants
to the United States of America the continued use of those
particular installations and sites, pending ﬂvm completion of
the said procedures.

2. The Government of Japan will take over the opera-
tion of the weather station at Naze, Amami Oshima, and
shall furnish to the Government of the United States of
America weather observations as may be agreed upon
through consultations by the Joint Committee as provided
for in Article XXVI of the Administrative Agreement. In
the event that, due to unavoidable delays, it is impossible
for the Government of Japan to take over the operation on
December 25, 1953, it is agreed that the present operation
will be continued until such time as the Government of
Japan is prepared to assume this responsibility.

Article III

1. On December 25, 1953, the Government of Japan
shall begin to withdraw from circulation in the Amami
Islands all “B” yen and issue, in its stead, Japanese yen at

the rate of 3 Japanese yen for 1 “B” yen. This exchange
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of currency shall be accomplished as speedily as possible.
The “B” yen so withdrawn from circulation shall be return-
ed to the United States Civil Administrator to Naha, Oki-
nawa, without obligation by the Government of the United
States of America to reimburse the Government of Japan
in any manner for it or for the Japanese yen issued in its
stead.

2. Existing budgetary and fiscal arrangements for col-
lection of funds and payment of obligations will be main-
tained through December 24, 1953, after which time the
Government of Japan shall assume full fiscal responsibility
in the Amami Islands.

3. The Government of Japan shall assume all financial
obligations of the postal system.in the Amami Islands. Ac-
counts between the postal system in the Amami Islands
and the postal system in the remaining islands of the
Nansei Shoto shall be settled as agreed upon at a later
date between the Government of Japan and the Government
of the United States of America taking into calculation
other assets of the postal system in the Amami Islands and
the pre-war assets and obligations of the Japanese Govern-
ment postal system in the remaining islands of ‘the Nansei
Shoto.
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4. Property of the Government of the Ryukyu Islands,
including papers, archives and evidentiary materials, exist-
ing in the Amami Islands on December 25, 1953, shall be
transferred to the Government of Japan on that date with-
out compensation.

5. Property of the Government of Japan, including local
governments, existing in the Amami Islands on December
25, 1953 which have been under the custody of the Govern-
ment of the United States of America prior to that date,
shall be returned to the Government of Japan on that date
without compensation.

6. As of December 25, 1953, there will exist certain
current accounts payable owed by various agencies and
institutions in the Amami Islands to governmental and other
agencies in the remaining islands of the Nansei Shoto
arising from shipment of goods to the Amami Islands, and
certain long-term obligations owed by individuals and insti-
tutions in the Amami Islands to the Ryukyu Reconstruction
Finance Fund. The balances of these accounts and identi-
ties of debtors and creditors shall be confirmed by the two
Governments as soon as possible. The Government of the
United States of America shall transfer and assign, with-
out compensation, to the Government of Japan all rights

1HHH
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and interests in the accounts so confirmed.

7. ‘There will be, as of December 25, 1953 obligations
owed by or to individuals, including juridical persons, in
the Amami Islands to or from individuals, including juridi-
cal persons, in the remaining islands of the Nansei Shoto.
The two Governments agree to establish procedures that
will expedite the settlement of these obligations. .

Article IV

1. Japan waives all claims of Japan and its nationals
against the United States of America and its nationals and
against the local authorities of the Ryukyu Islands (Nansei
Shoto) and its predecessors arising out of the war or out
of actions taken because of the existence of a state of war,
and waives all claims arising from the presence, operations
or actions of forces or authorities of the United States of
America which shall have occurred in or have any effect
upon the Amami Islands prior to December 25, 1953, The
foregoing waiver does mnot, however, include any Japanese
claims specifically recognized in the laws of the United
States of America or the local laws of the Ryukyu Islands
(Nansei Shoto) enacted since September 2, 1945.

2. Japan recognizes the validity of all acts and omis-
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sions done during the period of occupation and during the
period of military government or of the United States Civil
Administration of the Amami Islands under or in conse-
quence of directives of the occupying authorities, the mili-
tary government or the United States Civil Administration
or authorized by existing law during that time, and will
take no action subjecting United States nationals or resi-
dents of the islands of the Nansei Shoto to civil or criminal
liability arising out of such acts or omissions.

Article V

1. Japan recognizes the validity of, and will continue
in full force and effect:

(a) judgments in civil cases rendered by any court in
the Amami Islands prior to December 25, 1953, in respect
of which there was no recourse or right to review under
pre-existing law, and;

(b) final judgments in civil cases rendered by the Ryu-
kyuan Court of Appeals in Okinawa, prior to December
25, 1953, in respect to those cases which originated in
any court in the Amami Islands, provided that in both

instances such recognition or continuation would not be

g4
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contrary to public policy.

2. Without in any way adversely affecting the substan-
tive rights and positions of the litigants concerned Japan
will assume jurisdiction over and continue to judgment and
execution any civil ou.m,ow pending as of December 25, 1953
in any court in the Amami Islands or any civil cases origi-
nating in any such court which are pending in the Ryu-
kyuan Court of Appeals as of the above date.

Article VI

Japan may, in accordance with its laws and procedures,
exercise Q.:Eumm jurisdiction over those persons in the
Amami Islands who are serving sentences imposed by any
Ryukyuan court prior to December 25, 1953, or over any
person in the Amami Islands whose case is pending before
such court or the Ryukyuan Court of Appeals in Okinawa
as of the above date, provided that where such person is
in custody as of the same date, he shall continue to remain
in the custody of the Japanese authorities pending appro-
priate disposition. The Japanese authorities will, in the
exercise of criminal jurisdiction over such person, give due
faith and credit to the evidentiary data and material used

(&« 11D
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by the Ryukyuan court or by the Ryukyuan Court of Ap-
peals in Okinawa in their exercise of criminal jurisdiction

over the person concerned.

Article VII

- Treaties, conventions and other international agree-
ments to which Japan is a E:.SJ including the Treaty of
Peace with Japan signed at the ,o#% of San Francisco on
September 8, 1951, the Security Treaty between Japan and
the United States of America signed on the same date and
the Administrative >m.ﬁmoﬁm5 thereunder as amended, the
Notes exchanged on the same date between the Prime
Minister of Japan and the Secretary of State of the United
States of America, and the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce
and Navigation between Japan and the United States of
America signed at Tokyo on April 2, 1953, shall be appli-
cable to the Amami Islands as from the date of coming into
force of this Agreement.

Article VIII

Any matter relating to the execution of this Agreement
shall be agreed upon through consultation between the two

Governments or the competent authorities thereof.
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Article IX

This Agreement shall come into force on December 25,
1953.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, .36 undersigned, being duly

authorized by their respective Governments, have signed
this Agreement.

DONE at Tokyo, this twenty-fourth day of December,
1953, in duplicate in the Japanese and English languages
both equally authentic.

FOR JAPAN:

(Signed) Katsuo Okazaki

FOR THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:
(Signed) John M. Allison

T A AP e P e o e

ANNEX

The Amami Islands are defined as all of those islands,
islets, atolls and rocks situated in an area bounded by 29
degrees north latitude on the north, 27 degrees north lati-
tude on the south, 128 degrees 18 minutes east longitude on
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the west and 130 degrees 13 minutes east longitude on the
cast.
EXCHANGE OF NOTES

Dated at Tokyo, December 24, 1953

Entered into force December 25, 1953

Promulgated December 25, 1953

Tokyo, December 24, 1953.

Excellency :

I have the honor to refer to the Agreement between
the United States of America and Japan concerning the
Amami Islands, signed today and to state as follows:

The Amami Islands and their territorial waters, because
of their proximity to both the mainland of Japan and to
the military installations of the United States of America
in the remaining islands of the Nansei Shoto, bear a unique
relationship to the defense and security of the Far East.
It is understood that the Government of Japan, cognizant
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of this unique relationship, will take into consideration
those requirements which the United States of America
considers necessary to preserve, strengthen and facilitate
the defense of the remaining islands of the Nansei Shoto.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurance of my most
distinguished consideration.

(Signed) John M. Allison
His Excellency
Katsuo Qkazaki,
Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Tokyo.

(Translation)
Tokyo, December 24, 1953
Monsieur I’Ambassadeur,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your
Excellency’s Note of today’s date in which Your Excellency
has informed me as follows:

“I have the honor to refer to the Agreement be-
tween the United States of America and Japan concern-
ing the Amami Islands, signed today and to state as

&= 1D
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follows:

The Amami Islands and their territorial waters,
because of their proximity to both the mainland of
Japan and to the military installations of the United
States of America in the remaining islands of the
Nansei Shoto, bear a unique relationship to the defense
and security of the Far East. It is understoed that the
Government of Japan, cognizant of this unique relation-
ship, will take into consideration those requirements
which the United States of America considers necessary
to preserve, strengthen 'and facilitate the defense of
the remaining islands of the Nansei Shoto.”

1 have further the honour to take note of Your Excel-
lency’s statement, and to inform Your Excellency that the
understanding set forth in the above-quoted paragraph is
also the understanding of the Government of Japan.

1 avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your
Excellency, Monsieur 'Ambassadeur, the assurance of my

highest consideration.

Minister for Foreign Affairs
(Signed) Katsuo Okazaki
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* His Excellency

Mr. Hovn M. Allison,
Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America
.3 Japan.





