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INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR
THE HIGH SEAS FISHERIES OF THE
NORTH PACIFIC OCEAN

Signed at Tokyo, May 9, 1952

Ratified, June 9, 1953

Ratifications exchanged at Tokyo, June 12, 1953
Entered into force, June 12, 1953 :
Promulgated, June 12, 1953

The Governments of Japan, Canada and the United
States of America, whese respectively duly accredited re-
presentatives have subscribed hereto,

Acting as sovereign nations in the light of their rights
under the principles of international law and custom to
exploit the fishery resources of the high seas, and

Believing that it will best serve the common interest of
mankind, as well as the interests of the Contracting Parties,
to ensure the maximum sustained productivity of the fish-
ery resources of the North Pacific Ocean, and that each of
the Parties should assume an obligation, on a free and
equal feoting, to encourage the conservation of such re-
sources, and

Recognizing that in view of these considerations it is
highly desirable (1) to establish an International Commis-
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sion, representing the three Parties hereto, to promote
and coordinate the scientific studies necessary to ascertain
the conservation measures required to secure the maximum
sustained productivity of fisheries of joint interest to the
Contracting Parties and to recommend such measures to
such Parties and (2) that each Party carry out such con-
servation recommendations, and provide for necessary re-
straints on its own nationals and fishing vessels,

Therefore agree as follows:
ARTICLE 1

1. The area to which this Convention applies, herein-
after referred to as “the Convention area ”, shall be all
waters, other than territorial waters, of the North Pacific
Ocean which for the purposes hereof shall include the
adjacent areas.

2. Nothing in this Convention shall be deemed to affect
adversely (prejudice) the claims of any Contracting Party
in regard to the limits of territorial waters or to the juris-
diction of a coastal state over fisheries.

3. For the purposes of this Convention the term *“fish-
ing vessel” shall mean any vessel engaged in catching fish
or processing or transporting fish loaded on the high seas,
or any vessel outfitted for such activities.

* 8
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ARTICLE 1I

1. In order to realize the objectives of this Conven-
tion, the Contracting Parties shall establish and maintain
the International North Pacific Fisheries Commission, here-
inafter referred to as “the Commission.”

2. The Commission shall be composed of three national
sections, each consisting of not more than four members
appointed by the governments of the respective Contracting
Parties.

3. Each national section shall have one vote. All re-
solutions, recommendations and other decisions of the Com-
mission shall be made only by a unanimous vote of the
three national sections except when under the provisions
of Article TI, Section 1 (c) {ii) only two participate.

4. The Commission may decide upon and amend, as
occasion may require, by-laws or rules for the conduct of
its meetings.

5. The Commission shall meet at least once each year
and at such other times as may be requested by a majority
of the national sections. The date and place of the first
meeting shall be determined by agreement between the
Contracting Parties. ,
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6. At its first meeting the Commission shall select a
Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretary from different
national sections. The Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Sec-
retary shall hold office for a period of one year. During
succeeding years selection of a Chairman, Vice-Chairman
and Secretary from the national selections shall be made
in such a2 manner as will provide each Contracting Party
in turn with representation in those offices.

7. The Commission shall decide on a convenient place
for the establishment of the Commission’s headquarters.

8. Each Contracting Party may establish an advisory
Committee for its national section, to be composed of per-
sons who shall be well informed concerning North Pacific

: fishery problems of common concern. Each such Advisory

Committee shall be invited to attend all sessions of the
Commission except those which the Commission decides to -

be in camera.

Each
national section may also hold public hearings within its

9. The Commission may hold public hearings.

own country.
10. The official languages of the Commission shall be

" Japanese and English. Proposals and data may be submit-

ted to the Commission in either language.
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11. Each Contracting Party shall determine and pay

the expenses incurred by its national section. Joint ex-
penses incurred by the Commission shall be paid by the
Commission through contributions made by the Oosc.moznm
Parties in the form and proportion recommended by the
Commission and approved by the Contracting Parties.

12. An annual budget of joint expenses shall be recom-
mended by the Commission and submitted to the Contract-
ing Parties for approval.

13. The Commission shall authorize the disbursement
of funds for the joint expenses of the Commission and may
employ personnel and acquire facilities necessary for the

performance of its functions.

ARTICLE 1II

1. The Commission shall perform the following func-
tions:

(a) Inregard toany stock of fish specifiedin the Annex,
study for the purpose of determining annually whether
such stock continues to qualify for abstention under the
provisions of Article IV. If the Commission determines

that such stock no longer meets the conditions of Article

IV, the Commission shall recommend that it be removed

| OH
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from the Annex, Provided, however, that with respect to
the stocks of fish originally specified in the Annex, no
determination or recommendation as to whether such
stock continues to qualify for abstention shall be made
for five years after the entry into force of this Conven-
tion.

(b) To permit later additions to the Annex, study, on
request of a Contracting Party, any stock of fish of the
Convention area, the greater part of which is harvested
by one or more of the Contracting Parties, for the pur-
pose of determining whether such stock qualifies for ab-
If the Com-
mission decides that the particular stock fulfills the con-

stention under the provisions of Article IV.

ditions of Article IV it shall recommend, (1) that such
stack be added to the Annex,
Party or Parties abstain from fishing such stock and (3)

{2) that the appropriate

that the Party or Parties participating in the fishing of
such stock continue to carry out necessary conservation
measures. :
(c}) In regard to any stock of fish in the Convention
area ;
(i) Study, on request of any Contracting Party con-
cerned, any stock of fish which is under substantial

[C )
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& B
exploitation by two or more of the Contracting Parties,
and which is not covered by a conservation agreement
between such Parties existing at the time of the con-
clusion of this Conventian, for the purpose of deter- .
mining need for joint conservation measures;

(if) Decide and recommend necessary joint conserva-
tion measures including any relaxation thereof to be
taken as a result of such study, Provided, however,
that only the national sections of the Contracting Parties
engaged in substantial exploitation of such stock of fish
may participate in such decision and recommendation.
The decisions and recommendations shall be reported
regularly to all the Contracting Parties, but shall apply
only to the Contracting Parties the national sections of
which participated in the decisions and recommenda-
tions.

(iii) Request the Contracting Party or Parties con-
cerned to report regularly the conservation measures
adopted from time to time with regard to the stocks of
fish -specified in the Annex, whether or not covered by
conservation agreements between the Contracting Par-
ties, and transmit such information to the other Con-

tracting Party or Parties.
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(d) Consider and make recommendations to the Con-
tracting Parties concerning the enactment of schedules
of equivalent penalties for violations of this Convention.
{(e) Compile and study the records provided by the

Contracting Parties pursuant to Article VIIIL
(f) Submit annually to each Contracting Party a report
on the Commission’s operations, investigations and find-
ings, with appropriate recommendations, and inform each
Contracting Party, whenever it is deemed advisable, on
any matter relating to the objectives of this Convention.
2. The Commission may take such steps, in agreement

with the Parties concerned, as will enable it to determine
the extent to which the undertakings agreed to by the
Parties under the provisions of Article V, Section 2 and
the measures recommended by the Commission under the
provisions of this Article and accepted by the Parties con-

cerned have been effective.

3. In the performance of its functions, the Commission

shall, insofar as feasible, utilize the technical and scientific
services of, and information from, official agencies of the
Contracting Parties and their political sub-divisions and
may, when desirable and if available, utilize the services
of, and information from, any public or private institution

& 8
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or organization or any private individual.

ARTICLE 1V

1. In making its recommendations the Commission
shall be guided by the spirit and intent of this Convention
and by the considerations below mentioned.

(a) >3M conservation measures for any stock of fish
decided upon under the provisions of this Convention
shall be recommended for equal application to all Partits
engaged in substantial exploitation of such stock.

(b) With regard to any stock of fish which the Com-
mission determines reasonably satisfies all the following
conditions, a recommendation shall be made as provided
for mb.bﬁao_m III, Section 1, (b).

(i) Evidence based upon scientific research indicates
that more intensive exploitation of the stock will not
provide a substantial increase in yield which can be
sustained year after year,

(ii) The exploitation of the stock is limited or other-
wise regulated through legal measures by each Party
which is substantially engaged in its exploitation, for
the purpose of maintaining or increasing its maximum

sustained productivity; such limitations and regulations

IOR
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being in accordance with conservation programs based
upon scientific research, and

(iii} The stock is the subject of extensive scientific
study designed to discover whether the stock is being
fully utilized and the conditions necessary for main-
taining its maximum sustained productivity.

Provided, however, that no recommendation shall be
made for abstention by a Contracting Party concerned
with regard to: (1) any stock of fish which at any time
during the twenty-five %mwﬁm next preceding the entry
into force of this Convention has been under substantial
exploitation by that Party having regard to the conditions
referred to in Section 2 of this Article; (2) any stock of
fish which is harvested in greater part by a country or
countries not party to this Convention; (3) waters in
which there is historic intermingling of fishing operations
of the mmaam.m concerned, intermingling of the stocks of
fish exploited by these operations, and a long-established
history of joint conservation and regulation among the
Parties concerned so that there is consequent impractica-
bility of segregating the operations and administering
conntrol. It is recognized that the conditions specified in

subdivision (3) of this proviso apply to Canada and the

C )
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United States of America in the waters off the Pacific
Coasts of the United States of America and Canada from
and ineluding the waters of the Gulf of Alaska south-
ward and; therefore, no recommendations shall be made
for abstention by either the United States of America or
Canada in such waters. .

2. In any decision or recommendation allowances shall
be made for the effect of strikes, wars, or exceptional
economic or biological conditions which may have introduced -
temporary declines in or suspension of produetivity, exploi-
tation, or management of the stock of fish concerned.,

ARTICLE V

1. The Annex attached hereto fgfms an integral part
of this Convention. All references to “ Convention” shall
be understood as ineluding the said Annex either in its
present terms or as amended in accordance with the pro-
visions of Article VIL .

2. The Contracting Parties recognize that any stock
of fish originally specified in the Annex to this Convention
fulfills the conditions prescribed in Article IV and accord-
ingly agree that the appropriate Party or Parties shall ab-

stain from fishing such stock and the Party or Parties

i



RO
e

Nx o RERE  SEEHEQ LRER VRO FERE
B 4 SR B N i AU ER AU AK R A0 1) 0 M T s ©

A

EEHZ OWREQCEEHY & SH QMM &
34 WHIT 4 © B 2 1) QW Q IIE Q MWL W
SOMANENL R QAN SVEQER
@@&ﬁ%%ﬁbxﬁﬂf;&fmo?«f@ﬁm@
2% BHOEEFAQEITR L O vduE” Qe
BHEREN TN m‘vmufmﬁ@ﬁ%@%:
Q H IR ERELL OR ARV IRE R Fre( v
g ) O 5 Y EEIEAR0 M) A M E fEdnee©

‘YK

N MOYE ORI LORMN QL VIR~
M) Q¥EC EEHREMIC RENE O WHRKIEG &
L0 L FAIQ B M R4 W OEEM K OQHE
S0 YOI 5% B R O 42 T & OB A0.000 0 © VR R
VQO

o YIRS IR © L © WY M R 0 R AN

®

participating in the fishing of such stock shall continue to

carry out necessary conservation measures.

ARTICLE VI

In the event that it shall come to the attention of any
of the Contracting Parties that the nationals or fishing ves-
sels of any country which is not a Party to this Convention
appear to affect adversely the operations of the Commission
or the carrying out of the objectives of this Convention,
such Party shall call the matter to the attention of other
Contracting Parties. All the Contracting Parties agree upon
the request of such Party to confer upon the steps to be
taken towards obviating such adverse effects or relieving

any Contracting Party from such adverse effects.

ARTICLE VI

1. The Annex to this Convention shall be considered
amended from the date Euon which the Commission receives
notification from all the Contracting Parties of acceptance
of a recommendation to amend the Annex made by the
Commission in accordance with the provisions of Article
111, Section 1 or of the Protocol to this Convention.

2. The Commission shall notify all the Contracting
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