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CEYLON

EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONCERNING
RECIPROCAL JUDICIAL ASSISTANCE.

Dated at Tokyo, March 9 and 22, 1940
Notification of revival given, October 14, 1952
Revival published, December 13, 1952
Revived, January 14, 1953

TOKYO, March 9th, 1940.

Your Excellency,

I have the honour to inform Your Excellency, under
instructions from His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs, that the Government of Ceylon
have expressed the desire to enter into an arrangement
with the Imperial Japanese Government whereby the Courts
of Justice in Japan and Ceylon should, within the limits
prescribed by the laws of either country, render mutual

assistance on a reciprocal basis in the transmission of
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documents and in the taking of evidence relating to civil
and criminal cases.

2. The Government of Ceylon consider it appropriate
that the proposed arrangement shall provide that any
costs incurred in the owmmcmob of Letters of Request or
Other Judicial Commissions shall be refunded by the
Q,o<ons8mnﬁ of the country to which the Court issuing
such Commissions belongs.

3. The Government of Ceylon would further propose
that it shall be understood that Letters of Request and
documents connected with them shall be transmitted
through the diplomatic channel, and that they shall be
accompanied by translations in the official language of the
country wherein the OmEA to which they are addressed is
situated. )

4. I have the honour to inform Your Excellency that,
should such an arrangement be agreeable to the Imperial
Japanese Government, the Government of Ceylon would
be pleased to bring it into force forthwith.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renmew to Your

Excellency the assurance of my highest consideration.
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(Signed) R. L. CrAIGIE.

His Excellency
Mr. Hachiro Arita,
His Imperial Japanese Majesty’s
Minister for Foreign Affairs.

(Translation)
March 22nd, 1940.
Your Excellency,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your
Excellency’s note of the 9th March informing me of the
desire of the British Government to enter into an arrange-
ment whereby the Courts of Justice in Japan and Ceylon
should, within the limits prescribed by the laws of either
country, render mutual assistance on a reciprocal basis in
the transmission of documents and in the taking of miannnm
relating to civil and criminal cases. The British Govern-
ment further propose that any costs incurred in the
execution of Judicial Commissions in rendering reciprocal
judicial assistance shall be refunded by the Government

of the country to which the Court issuing such commissions
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belongs, that Letters of Request and documents connected
with them shall be transmitted through the dipromatic
channel and that they shall be accompanied by translations
in the language of the country wherein the Court to which
they are addressed is situated. )

I have the honour to inform Your Excellency that the
Imperial Government agree to the above proposals of the
British Government and have decided, as from S.mm% to
commence mutual indicial assistance between the Courts
of Justice in Japan and Ceylon, on a basis of reciprocity
and within the limits prescribed by the laws of Japan, in
the transmission of documents and in the taking of evidence
relating to civil and criminal cases.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your
Excellency the assurance of my highest consideration.

(Signed) Hachiro Arita
Minister for Foreign Affairs.
His Excellency
The Right Honourable
Sir- Robert Craigie, K.C.M.G., C.B.,

etc., etc., etc,
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