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(Japanese Note)
Translation
Tokyo, May 21, 2021

Sir,

I have the honor to refer to the Mutual Defense
Assistance Agreement Between Japan and the United States of
America, signed at Tokyo on March 8, 1954 (hereinafter
referred to as the “MDA Agreement”), and the arrangements
made thereunder that have provided for the reciprocal
exchange of defense-related information, and to recognize
that the MDA Agreement provides, inter alia, that each
Government, consistently with the principle that economic
stability is essential to international peace and security,
will make available to the other such equipment, materials,
services, or other assistance as the Government furnishing
such assistance may authorize, in accordance with such
detailed arrangements as may be made between them.

I have the honor to refer also to the Agreement
Between the Government of Japan and the Government of the
United States of America Concerning Security Measures for
the Protection of Classified Military Information, signed
at Tokyo on August 10, 2007 (hereinafter referred to as the
“GSOMIA”), which provides, inter alia, that the Governments
shall protect Classified Military Information provided by
one Government to the other Government under the terms set
forth therein and that supplemental implementing
arrangements may be entered into by competent authorities
of the Governments.

The Government of Japan desires to obtain and use the
advanced technologies contained in U.S. Department of
Defense Advanced Weapon Systems for the purpose of
enhancing the defense capability of Japan.
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The Government of Japan recognizes its need for
information, including Classified Military Information,
related to U.S. Department of Defense Advanced Weapon
Systems from the Government of the United States of America
in order to obtain and use the advanced technologies
provided under these systems. The Government of Japan
further acknowledges that a special security program is
necessary to facilitate the furnishing of such information.
Accordingly, the representatives of the Government of Japan
and the Government of the United States of America have
recently held discussions for the purpose of making
detailed arrangements concerning the security and
protection of Classified Military Information furnished by
the Government of the United States of America to the
Government of Japan that will be necessary for obtaining
and using U.S. Department of Defense Advanced Weapon
Systems by the Government of Japan. The following is the
proposal of the Government of Japan regarding the results
of the above-mentioned discussions:

1. Representatives of the competent authorities of the
two Governments shall make the detailed implementing
arrangements concerning the security and protection of
Classified Military Information furnished by the Government
of the United States of America to the Government of Japan
that will be necessary for obtaining and using U.S.
Department of Defense Advanced Weapon Systems by the
Government of Japan, which shall consist of a memorandum of
understanding and any modifications thereto, as well as
system-specific implementing arrangements thereunder and
any modifications thereto, be implemented according to
their respective terms, and be subject to the present
agreement. For such detailed implementing arrangements,
the competent authority of the Government of Japan is the
Ministry of Defense, and the competent authority of the
Government of the United States of America is the
Department of Defense.

2. All Classified Military Information furnished by the
Government of the United States of America to the
Government of Japan concerning U.S. Department of Defense
Advanced Weapon Systems shall be subject to the security
measures set forth in the memorandum of understanding and
any modifications thereto, as well as to the security
measures set forth in any applicable system-specific
implementing arrangements thereunder and any modifications
thereto.
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3. The present agreement and the detailed implementing
arrangements to be made hereunder shall be implemented
subject to the relevant laws, regulations, and budgetary
appropriations of the respective countries and in
accordance with the terms of the MDA Agreement and the
GSOMIA.

4. The present agreement and the relevant detailed
implementing arrangements to be made hereunder shall remain
in force, and the obligations of the two Governments
thereunder shall continue, for so long as the Government of
Japan owns, operates, maintains, or otherwise controls the
relevant U.S. Department of Defense Advanced Weapon Systems
as well as other related Classified Military Information.

I have the honor to propose that, if the above
proposal is acceptable to the Government of the United
States of America, the present Note and your reply of
acceptance shall constitute an agreement between the two
Governments, which shall enter into force on the date of
your reply.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you the
assurance of my high consideration.

(Signed) MOTEGI Toshimitsu
Minister for Foreign Affairs
of Japan

Mr. Joseph M. Young
Chargé d’Affaires ad interim
of the United States of America

RIS
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(U.S. Note)

Tokyo, May 21, 2021

Excellency,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your
Excellency’s Note of today’s date, which reads as follows:

“ (Japanese Note)”

I have further the honor to confirm on behalf of the
Government of the United States of America that the
foregoing proposal is acceptable to the Government of the
United States of America and to agree that Your
Excellency’s Note and this reply shall constitute an
agreement between the two Governments, which shall enter
into force on the date of this reply.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your
Excellency the assurance of my highest consideration.

(Signed) Joseph M. Young
Chargé d’Affaires ad interim

Of the United States of America

His Excellency

Mr. MOTEGI Toshimitsu
Minister for Foreign Affairs
of Japan
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