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(Japanese Note)
Translation
Tokyo, June 3, 2016
Excellency:

I have the honor to refer to the recent discussions
between representatives of the Government of Japan and
representatives of the Government of the United States of
America concerning reciprocal defense procurement.

The Government of Japan and the Government of the
United States of America have increased their cooperation
in the acquisition of defense systems. In particular,
under the Mutual Defense Assistance Agreement between Japan
and the United States of America, signed at Tokyo on March
8, 1954, the Government of the United States of America has
approved the transfer of various defense-related goods and
technologies to Japan, and the Government of Japan has
promoted the transfer of defense-related goods and
technologies in order to ensure the effective operation of
the Japan-United States security arrangements.

In consideration of the continuing mutually beneficial
relationship between the two Governments in the field of
cooperation on reciprocal defense procurement, I have
further the honor to propose on behalf of the Government of
Japan the following:

1. The Government of Japan and the Government of the
United States of America shall ensure sound processes for
reciprocal defense procurement by the Ministry of Defense
of Japan and by the Department of Defense of the United
States of America, respectively, in accordance with
detailed arrangements to be made under paragraph 3, in
order to enhance defense cooperation, inter alia, by
achieving and maintaining fair and-equitable opportunities
for the industry of each country to participate in such
defense procurement.

2. The Government of Japan and the Government of the
United States of America shall conduct reciprocal defense
procurement in accordance with the applicable laws and
regulations of their respective countries regarding the
waiver of the prohibition to procure non-domestic products.
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3. The detailed arrangements for reciprocal defense
procurement shall be made between the competent authorities
of the two Governments in order to implement the present
agreement. The competent authority of the Government of
Japan shall be the Ministry of Defense. The competent
authority of the Government of the United States of America
shall be the Department of Defense. All defense
procurement between the Ministry of Defense of Japan and
the Department of Defense of the United States of America
shall be conducted in accordance with those detailed
arrangements and subject to the terms of the present
agreement. :

4. The competent authorities of the two Governments shall
consult with each other on any matter that may arise from
or in connection with reciprocal defense procurement by the
Ministry of Defense of Japan or by the Department of
Defense of the United States of America with a view to
finding a mutually acceptable solution. If the matter
cannot be resolved through such consultations,
consultations between the Government of Japan and the
Government of the United States of America shall be held
through diplomatic channels with a view to finding a
mutually acceptable solution.

5. Defense procurement by the Ministry of Defense of
Japan and by the Department of Defense of the United States
of America shall be conducted in accordance with their
respective laws and regulations and subject to the
availability of appropriated funds in each country.

6. The present agreement shall remain in force for five
years. However, either Government may terminate the
present agreement at any time by giving to the other
Government at least six months’ written advance notice
through diplomatic channels of its intention to terminate
it. The present agreement may be amended by mutual written
agreement of the two Governments.

I have further the honor to propose that, if the
foregoing proposals are acceptable to the Government of the
United States of America, this Note and Your Excellency’s
Note in reply shall constitute an agreement between the two
Governments, which shall enter into force on the date of
Your Excellency’s Note in reply.
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Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my
highest consideration.

(Signed) Fumio Kishida
Minister for Foreign Affairs
of Japan

Her Excellency

Ms. Caroline B. Kennedy
Ambassador Extraordinary

and Plenipotentiary

of the United States of America
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(U.S. Note)

Tokyo, June 3, 2016

Excellency:

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your
Excellency’s Note of today’s date which reads as follows:

“ (Japanese Note)”

I have further the honor to confirm on behalf of the
Government of the United States of America that the
foregoing proposals are acceptable to the Government of the
United States of America and to agree that Your
Excellency’s Note and this Note in reply shall constitute
an agreement between the two Governments, which shall enter
into force on the date of this Note in reply.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my
highest consideration.

(Signed) Caroline Kennedy
Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary
of the United States of America

His Excellency

Mr. Fumio Kishida

Minister for Foreign Affairs
of Japan
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