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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN AND
THE UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME
CONCERNING THE NORTHWEST PACIFIC ACTION PLAN
REGIONAL COORDINATING UNIT TOYAMA OFFICE

The Government of Japan (hereinafter referred to as “the Govenment”) and the United
Nations Environment Programme (hereinafter referred to as “UNEP”) established by General
Assembly resolution 2997(XXVII),

Recalling the relevant decisions of the fourth, fifth and sixth intergovernmental
meetings of the Action Plan for the Protection, Management and Development of the Marine
and Coastal Environment in the Northwest Pacific Region (also referred to as the Northwest
Pacific Action Plan) concerning the establishment of the Regional Coordinating Unit for the
Action Plan,

Recalling also decision 21/30 of 9 February 2001 of the Governing Council of
UNEP, by which the Governing Council requested the Executive Director of UNEP to
establish the Northwest Pacific Action Plan Regional Coordinating Unit as a UNEP-
administered secretariat of the Northwest Pacific Action Plan,

Mindful that Japan and the Republic of Korea have offered to co-host a single
Regional Coordinating Unit in Toyama and Busan, respectively, in the terms contained in

resolution 2 of the sixth Intergovemnmental Meeting of the Northwest Pacific Action Plan,

Have agreed as follows:

Article I
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1. UNEP, in cooperation with the Government, shall establish a Northwest Pacific
Action Plan Regional Coordinating Unit in Toyama prefecture, Japan (hereinafter referred to
as “the RCU Toyama Office”). The RCU Toyama Office will be a part of UNEP and thereby

under its administrative supervision.

2. The RCU Toyama Office shall be established to ensure the integrated and well-

managed execution of projects under the Northwest Pacific Action Plan.

3. The RCU Toyama Office shall be administered by UNEP in conformity with the
decisions of the intergovernmental meetings of the Northwest Pacific Action Plan and the

arrangements set forth in this Agreement.

4. Administration of the RCU Toyama Office is subject to the applicable rules and
regulations of the United Nations and UNEP.

Article I

Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, the status, privileges and
immunities of the RCU Toyama Office, its officials who are officials of the United Nations
and experts performing mission for the United Nations shall be governed by the provisions of
the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations of 13 February 1946
(Liereinafter referred to as "General Convention"), to which Japan is a party.

Article ITl

1. The RCU Toyama Office shall carry out its activities in pursuance of the decisions
adopted by the Intergovernmental Meeting of the Northwest Pacific Action Plan.

2. The main functions of the single Regional Coordinating Unit co-hosted in Toyama

and Busan may include:
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(a) General coordination;

(b) Specific programme management tasks;

(¢) Resource mobilization;

(d) Financial management;

(¢) Administration; and

(f)  Other functions as agreed by the Intergovernmental Meetings of the Northwest
Pacific Action Plan.

3. Subject to the mandate given by the Members of the Northwest Pacific Action Plan
and in conformity with relevant decisions of the Goveming Council of UNEP, activities of
the RCU Toyama Office are to be coordinated with, and complement activities of, relevant
units of UNEP or other organizations within the United Nations System.

Article IV

The Government shall take such reasonable measures as may be available for the
provision to UNEP by Toyama prefecture of office accommodation and facilities for the
‘RCU Toyama Office, which is adequate for fulfilling the objectives and effective functioning

of the RCU Toyama Office, in accordance with laws and regulations of Japan.
Article V
The Government shall take measures to ensure that any location in Japan used for

meetings converned by the RCU Toyama Office shall be accorded the same treatment as
accorded by the Government to like meetings convened by other United Nations organs
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located in Japan, in accordance with laws and regulations of Japan.

Article VI

The Government shall make financial contribution to UNEP to be utilized for the
operation of the RCU Toyama Office, in the years following the establishment of the Office,
as mutually agreed by the Government and UNEP, within annual budgets appropriated in

Japan in accordance with its relevant and applicable laws and regulations.

Article VII

1. The Government shall apply Article IV of the General Convention to the
representatives of Members to the principal and subsidiary organs of the United Nations and
to conferences convened by the United Nations while exercising their functions in connection
with the RCU Toyama Office.

2. The Government shall, for the purpose of this Agreement, apply to each specialized
agency of the United Nations and its officials and experts on mission the provisions of the
Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies of 21 November
1947, to which Japan is a Party.

Article VIII

For the purpose of this Agreement, representatives of Members to the principal and
subsidiary organs of the United Nations and to conferences convened by the United Nations
who exercise their functions in connection with the RCU Toyama Office, in respect of
themselves and their spouses, as well as officials of the United Nations or its specialized
agencies, together with their spouses and relatives dependent on them, shall enjoy exemption
from immigration restrictions and alien registration in the exercise of their functions in

accordance with the General Convention or the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities
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of the Specialized Agencies. Visas, entry permits or licenses, where required, shall be granted
free of charge and as promptly as possible and delivered in a timely manner, in accordance
with the General Convention or the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the
Specialized Agencies, and in accordance with laws and regulations of Japan, thereby
facilitating travel of those on official business.

Article IX

For the purpose of this Agreement, representatives of Members to the principal and
subsidiary organs of the United Nations and to conferences convened by the United Nations
while exercising their functions in connection with the RCU Toyama Office, as well as
officials of the United Nations or its specialized agencies, shall enjoy immunity from legal
process in respect of words spoken or written and all acts performed by them in their official
capacity, in accordance with the General Convention or the Convention on the Privileges and
Immunities of the Specialized Agencies. The immunity from legal process in respect of
words spoken or written and all acts done by the above-mentioned representatives of
Members in discharging their duties shall continue to be accorded after termination of their

business in accordance with the General Convention. The above-mentioned representatives of

Members shall be accorded inviolability for all papers and documents in accordance with the
General Convention. In this context, paragraphs (b) and (c) of section 22 of Article VI of the
General Convention shall apply to experts performing missions for the United Nations, while

exercising their functions in connection with the RCU Toyama Office.

Article X

b the Parties
concerning the interpretation or application of this Agreement, subject to Article VIII of the

The Parties shall endeavour to settle amicably any disp

General Convention.
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Article X1

1. This Agreement shall enter into force upon the signature of duly authorized
representatives of the Government and UNEP.

2. This Agreement may be amended by mutual consent at any time at the request of

either Party to the Agreement.

3. This Agreement remains in force until either Party considers that the objectives of the
RCU Toyama Office have been accomplished or that its activities can no longer appropriately
or effectively be carried out, at which time this Agreement may be terminated by mutual
consent between the Government and UNEP or by either Party serving twelve months’
written advance notice to the other Party of its intention to do so. The termination of this
Agreement does not affect any right, obligation or legal situation between the Government
and UNEP created through the execution of this Agreement prior to its termination. This
luded without prejudi

between the Government and the United Nations.

Agreement is to any future agreement that may be concluded

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorized representatives of the
Government of Japan and the United Nations Environment Programme, respectively, have on
behalf of the Parties signed the present Agreement at this sixteenth day of September, 2003.

For the United Nations Environment
Programme:

For the Government

of Japan:

(Signed) Makoto Asami (Signed) Klaus Topfer
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