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(Japanese Note)

Manila, January 21, 2000
Excellency,

I have the honor to refer to the recent consultation
held between the representatives of the Government of Japan
and of the Government of the Republic of the Philippines
concerning the recognition for nationals of the Republic of
the Philippines to serve as officers on board ships
entitled to fly the flag of Japan (hereinafter referred to
as “Japanese ships”) in accordance with the provisions of
International Convention on Standards of Training,
Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers done in 1978,
as amended in 1995 (hereinafter referred to as “the
Convention”). I have further the honor to propose on
behalf of the Government of Japan the following
arrangements:

1. The Government of Japan shall recognize nationals of
the Republic of the Philippines seeking to serve as
officers on board Japanese ships and holding certificates
which the Government of the Republic of the Philippines has
issued to them, provided that such recognition is in
accordance with the Convention and the laws and regulations
of Japan and deemed appropriate by the Government of Japan.

2. Nationals of the Republic of the Philippines who have
been given the recognition referred to in paragraph 1 shall
be entitled to perform the functions permitted by the
Government of Japan at the time of such recognition in
accordance with the laws and requlations of Japan.

3. The Government of Japan may take necessary measures
including inspection of facilities and procedures of the
Government of the Republic of the Philippines in order to
confirm that the requirements concerning standards of
competence, the issue and endorsement of certificates and
record keeping are fully complied with.

4. The Government of the Republic of the Philippines
shall give the Government of Japan prompt notification of
any significant change in the arrangements for training and
certification provided in compliance with the Convention.
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5. The competent authority of the Government of Japan may
conduct seminar on the maritime laws and regulations of
Japan as well as examination necessary under its laws and
regulations in the territory of the Republic of the
Philippines in advance of its decision on the recognition
referred to in paragraph 1 in order to ensure that
nationals of the Republic of the Philippines seeking such
recognition have a knowledge and capabilities necessary for
the functions which those nationals of the Republic of the
Philippines seek to be permitted to perform.

6. The present arrangements shall be implemented in
accordance with the laws and regulations in force in each
country.

7. Either Government may terminate the present
arrangements by giving thirty days’ written notice to the
other Government.

I have further the honor to propose that this Note and
Your Excellency’s Note in reply confirming the foregoing
arrangements on behalf of the Government of the Republic of
the Philippines shall be regarded as constituting an
agreement between the two Governments, which shall enter
into force on the date of Your Excellency’s Note in reply.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your
Excellency the assurance of my highest consideration.

(Signed) Hideaki Asahi
Chargé d’Affaires ad interim
of Japan
to the Republic of the Philippines

His Excellency

Mr. Domingo L. Siazon, Jr.
Secretary of Foreign Affairs
Department of Foreign Affairs

of the Republic of the Philippines
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(Philippine Note)

Manila, January 21, 2000
Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
Note of today’s date, which reads as follows:

“(Japanese Note)”

I have further the honor to inform you, on behalf of
the Government of the Republic of the Philippines, that the
arrangements set forth in your Note are acceptable to the
Government of the Republic of the Philippines and to
confirm that your Note and this Note shall be regarded as
constituting an agreement between the two Governments,
which shall enter into force on the date of this Note.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you the
assurance of my high consideration.

(Signed) Domingo L. Siazon, Jr.
Secretary of Foreign Affairs
Department of Foreign Affairs

of the Republic of the Philippines

Mr. Hideaki Asahi

Chargé d’Affaires ad interim

of Japan

to the Republic of the Philippines
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