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(Japanese Note)

Translation
Tokyo, September 29, 1999
Excellency,

I have the honor to refer to the Mutual Defense
Assistance Agreement between Japan and the United States of
America, signed at Tokyo on March 8, 1954 (hereinafter
referred to as “the MDA Agreement”), which provides, inter
alia, that each Government will make available to the other
such equipment, materials, services, or other assistance as
the Government furnishing such assistance may authorize, in
accordance with such detailed arrangements as may be made
between them, and refer to the application of the terms of
the MDA Agreement to the items to be commercially exported
pursuant to the licenses of the Government of the United
States of America as referred to below.

In pursuance of this provision, the representatives of
the Government of Japan and the Government of the United
States of America have recently held discussions for the
purpose of making such detailed arrangements as mentioned
above concerning the acquisition by the Government of Japan
and its agents of the remote sensing parts and components
and information related thereto, the government-to-
government sale or commercial export of which is controlled
by the Government of the United States of America based
upon its laws and regulations (hereinafter referred to as
“the controlled items”), to be used for a program in which
the Government of Japan indigenously develops an
Information Gathering Satellite System (hereinafter
referred to as “the System”). The following is the
understanding of the Government of Japan regarding the
results of the above-mentioned discussions:

1. In accordance with the detailed implementing
arrangements to be concluded under paragraph 6. below, the
Government of Japan will ensure that its agents will
acquire the controlled items to be used for a program in
which the Government of Japan indigenously develops the
System from the industries in the United States of America,
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in a manner consistent with the present understanding.

2. The acquisition of such controlled items may be
supplemented by direct sale by the Government of the United
States of America to the Government of Japan.

3. The Government of the United States of America will
take all available measures to act expeditiously on license
applications for the commercial export of the controlled
items to be acquired by the agents of the Government of
Japan.

4. The present understanding will be implemented in
accordance with the terms of the MDA Agreement which
provide, inter alia:

(a) that each Government will make effective use of
assistance received pursuant to the MDA Agreement for
the purposes of promoting peace and security in a
manner that is satisfactory to both Governments, and
neither Government, without the prior consent of the
other, will devote such assistance to any other
purpose;

(b) that each Government undertakes not to transfer
to any person not an officer or agent of such
Government, or to any other government, title to or
possession of any equipment, materials, or services
received pursuant to the MDA Agreement, without the
prior consent of the Government which furnished such
assistance; and

(c) that each Government will take such security
measures as may be agreed upon between the two
Governments in order to prevent the disclosure or
compromise of classified articles, services or
information furnished by the other Government pursuant
to the MDA Agreement;

and arrangements concluded thereunder, including the
Agreement between the Government of Japan and the
Government of the United States of America to Facilitate
Interchange ‘of Patent Rights and Technical Information for
Purposes of Defense signed at Tokyo on March 22, 1956.

5. The present understanding will also be implemented in
accordance with national laws and regulations of the
Government of Japan and the Government of the United States
of America, including those on export controls by the
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latter.

6. The detailed implementing arrangements to implement
the present understanding will be concluded between
representatives of the competent authorities of the two
Governments.

7. The Government of Japan and the Government of the
United States of America will, upon request of either of
them, consult on matters regarding support by the
Government of the United States of America for the System.

8. The financial obligations and expenditures incurred by
the Government of Japan under the present understanding and
all arrangements to be concluded hereunder will be subject
to budget authorization pursuant to the constitutional
provisions of Japan.

I have the honor to propose that, if the above
understanding is acceptable to the Government of the United
States of America, the present Note and Your Excellency’s
reply of acceptance shall be regarded as constituting an
agreement between the two Governments which shall enter
into force on the date of Your Excellency'’'s reply, and
shall remain in force until six months after the date of
receipt of notice of termination by either Government. I
have further the honor to confirm to Your Excellency that
notwithstanding such termination, relevant provisions of
the MDA Agreement will continue in effect with respect to
the controlled items acquired by the Government of Japan
and its agents.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your
Excellency the assurance of my highest consideration.

(Signed) Masahiko Koumura
Minister for Foreign Affairs
of Japan

His Excellency

Mr. Thomas S. Foley
Ambassador Extraordinary

and Plenipotentiary of

the United States of America
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(U.S. Note)

Tokyo, September 29, 1999
Excellency,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your
Excellency’s Note of today'’'s date, which reads as follows:

“(Japanese Note)”

I have the honor to confirm on behalf of the
Government of the United States of America that the
foregoing understanding is acceptable to the Government of
the United States of America and to agree that Your
Excellency’s Note and this reply shall be regarded as
constituting an agreement between the two Governments which
shall enter into force on the date of this reply and shall
remain in force until six months after the date of the
receipt of notice of termination by either Government.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your
Excellency the assurance of my highest consideration.

(Signed) Thomas S. Foley
Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of
the United States of America

His Excellency

Mr. Masahiko Koumura
Minister for Foreign Affairs
of Japan
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