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Japanese aid to upgrade VN
rural roads, irrigation systems

HA N0l — The Jupanese Gov-
erniment has announced that
it will pravide US$86,470 to
help upgrade farm roads and
irrigation systems in Thiéuy
Hung Commune, Thanh Hdu
Pravince. :

The grant was made yes-
terday ata signing ceremony
which marked Jupan's deci-
sion to extend its non-refund-
able aid (o purchase some of
the necessary materials for
upgrading roads and irriga-
tion systems in the commune.

The project entitled Up-

urading Farm Raads and Ir-
rigation Systems in Thidu
Hung Commune is expected
to irrigate about 725ha of ar-
able land, increasing culti-
vated land in the commune
by 37ha, and contributing to
improving production and
living environment of the
commune's population of
6.300 people.

The Thiéu Hung Agricul-
tural Co-operative, one of
nine nation-wide agricultural
co-operatives receiving fi-
nancial and technical assist-

ance from Japan [nterna-
tional Co-operation Agency
(JICA) experts, will manage
the project.

The co-operatives, mod-
elling themselves on Japan's
General Agricultural Asso-
ciations, are engaged in pro-
viding irrigation and drain-
age services, eliminating dis-
eases of crops and domestic
animals, managing electrical
supplies, fostering co-opera-
tion in producing and ship-
ping rice seeds, suppurting
agricultural business, and
jointly purchasing farming
equipment.

The commune suffers
from a poor irrigation net-
work. The irrigation canals,
Which are a fundiunental part
of agricultural infrastructure,
are not made of conerete, and
tend to leak, lowering har-
vests in the region, Moreo-
ver, dirt farm roads hamper
the smoaoth transportation of
agricultural products. — VNS

4-19



