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start off by saying, “the politics of the poor can be reduced to bread and salt.”
This is the quote from Gandhi. With out access to land, there is no food and there
is no life. This is one of the big concerns of Mozambique farmers when confronted
with the ProSavana Project. Looking at this land, this program, from an economic
perspective, it’ s a new form of colonialism. ProSavana, if fully implemented, would

encompass a land area nearly four times greater than Japan s entire farm land area
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for a price of 13,000, 000 dollars a year. It’ sasteal. But I believe that this process
is more than just about economics it is an exercise of democracy. This project needs
to be slowed down. Designating, this as a quick impact project I don’ t think is wise.
People in Mozambique, because of the many different languages and many local tribal
cultures, do not know about this project. Until last week, hardly anybody in Hokkaido
knew about this project. So I don’ t think that this is a democratic process. And
I believe that is one of the purposes of a democracy is to get citizen input, and
I’ m glad for this opportunity to speak today. One of the concerns that I have is
the interest in commodity production and marketing of these commodities being
expressed by trading houses in Japan. I’ m wondering what the impact of commodity
production will have on Japan and Mozambique. For example, what impact will the sales
of Mozambique grown commodities have on Japanese agriculture? And what kind of impact
will export commodity production have on Mozambique food self-sufficiency? So two
observations. Large—scale agriculture, it seems to inevitably destroy local economies,
no matter where they are. Benefits of this destruction goes to trade houses and the
makers of the technology that make large—scale agriculture possible. So some comments
about JICA and all that JICA wants to do. I have heard that JICA wants to support
farmers to increase production regardless of farm size, both small-scale farmers and
also the large-scale farmers. The notion being that with increased production there
will be more food, and more food means that they (farmers) would be able to contribute
more food to feed more people in a hungry world. But, there’ s something fundamentally
different about the purpose of small farms and large—scale farms. And also the
technologies that there are needed, in order to accomplish that purpose are different.
Small-scale farms purpose is to feed the family and to feed the local economy or the
local community. The kinds of technology that I hear small-scale farmers in Mozambique
need is help in saving seeds, which helps contributes to seed sovereignty. And they
also need help with making fertilizer. In Japan there are some wonderful traditional
technologies for making “bokashi hiryou” a fermented fertilizer made from locally
available materials. Japan has a long history of using “Hakkou Gijyutu” or
fermentation methods. To share this traditional knowledge with others will make a
tremendous contribution to small-scale agriculture around the world. It has been
already. In contrast to small-scale farms the purpose of large-scale agriculture is

profitability and growing for export. Large—scale agriculture is driven by growth
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and a concern for increasing efficiencies. And one of the things that you always need
is new technology. The latest technology to increase efficiency and scale is
genetically modified (GM) seed technology and one of the problems with GM seeds is
that patents held by the seed companies protect the seeds. It is through patents and
user agreements that the uses of seeds are controlled. This is a big concern for
small-scale farmers. One of the things that happened in South America is that GM seed
technology has been adopted widely for growing soybeans. Airplanes are used to spray
the fields with herbicides. The herbicides kill everything that’ s not genetically
modified to resist the herbicide. So it eliminates small-scale agriculture. It
destroys small-scale agriculture, it destroys bio—diversity, and it destroys cultural
diversity. So if JICA wants to be involved in “Kaihatsu” or development they need
to be very clear what kind of development do they want to pursue and for whose benefit.
Large—scale farming and small-scale farming are fundamentally different. Closing
comment. In 2008, 40 nations experienced political demonstrations and instability
because of the spike in the price of food. Commodity speculation and bio—fuel
production were largely responsible for these price spikes. This is what has
contributed to what is popularly called “land grabbing” in Africa and in South—East
Asian nations. Do you foresee the possibility--- this is the last question--- Do you
foresee the possibility of land-rights demonstrations happening in Mozambique? Can
you foresee the possibility of farmers rising up for their rights to land because
without land there is no life. And what will the Japanese government... What are you
advocating? Whose side will you support? Will you support the rights of farmers? Or
will you support the rights of capital investors that are investing money in the
development of the project “ProSavana” ? This isaverycritical issue. In the worse

case it could lead to a war. Thank you.
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