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Experiences of Northern Civil Society
in networking with Southern Civil Society

Partnership and Participation —
Precondition for a World in Peace

NGC-Symposium What can Civil Society Networks
in the North and the South do?*

November 2202, 2007

By Dr. Hildegard Hagemann, delegate by the German Assaciation of Non-
Government-Development-Organisations (VENRO)

The German Commission for Justice and Peace

1s a round table of catholic institutions promoting political
and civil society dialogue on human rights, peace and
development issues

is linked to Justice and Peace Commissions all over the
world by a common understanding of christian social
teaching

works ecumenically with the German Protestant Church
in the Joint Conference Church and Development
(GKKE)

1s a member of VENRO, the German National Platform
of Development NGOs, which is member of the
European Confederation of NGOs (CONCORD)

Partnership and Networking with African
Organisations

Targets
Poverty Reduction, Empowerment, Shaping Globalisation,
Promotion of Human Rights, Ownership, Commeon Positions
Core Principles
building trust and confidence, achieve equality of partners and
equity in cooperation, respect local structures and ressources,
regard the time factor, support for capacity building
Activities
Justice and Peace Dialogue on Participation
NGO-Project during German EU-Presidency
CS0-Dialogue at the African Partnership Forum (APF)
Global Call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP)

PROSPECTS FOR AFRICA —
EUROPE'S POLICIES
The EU Presidency Project of VENROD

[ LIRR L IER D T LRI DR DT L R LR D LI R
Manifesto Workshop
30th October — 1st Movember 2006
Bonn

PROSPECTS FOR AFRICA —
EUROPE'S POLICIES
The EU Presidency Project of VENRD

| Establishing fair EU-ACFP trade - giving precedence to
development in regional trade agreements

EPAs should guarantee the necessary policy space for governments
to persue their own development strategies

Comprehensive consultations with civil society
Extend time frame
Eliminating all export subsidies.

PROSPECTS FOR AFRICA —
EUROPE'S POLICIES
The EU Presidency Project of VENRO

Il Focus on prevention and peace building and Effective control
of trade in small arms and light weapons

Focus on prevention and peace building
Effective control of trade in small arms and light weapons

More binding regulations regarding the . Extractive Industry
Transperency Initiative” (EITI)

Strengthening the role of African civil society in peace building
Integrity of development cooperation and its funding
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PROSPECTS FOR AFRICA —
EUROPE’S POLICIES
The EU Presidency Project of VENRO

1l Promoting a global change in energy policies — making
development compatible with the climate

Shift energy funding away from fossil and nuclear energies to rapid
expansion of renewable energies

Power sector reform, increasing local empowerment to modern
decentralised energy services

Capacity building for modern energy policies and technologies

i

PROSPECTS FOR AFRICA —
EUROPE’S POLICIES
The EU Presidency Project of VENRO

VENR

VERBAME ENTWICILUNGEPOLT
De NICHTREGIERUNG
ANISATICNEN . .

IV Preventing dangerous climate change - supporting
adjustment measures

Ensure consistency with the objective of avoiding dangerous climate
change in all EU actions

Increase funds for adaptation to climate change
Enhance support of community- led adaptation processes
Comprehensive review of the EU Action Plan on Climate change

PROSPECTS FOR AFRICA —
EUROPE’S POLICIES
The EU Presidency Praject of VENRO

V  HIVIAIDS - improving world-wide access to prevention and
treatment

Promote Universal Access to Prevention, Treatment, Care and
Support

EU should not ratify the modifation of the TRIPS agreement
Support to local production

PROSPECTS FOR AFRICA —
EUROPE’S POLICIES
The EU Presidency Praject of VENRQD

VI  Asserting gender equality
Cross cutting issue

Integrate demands in all relevant policy areas

PROSPECTS FOR AFRICA =
EUROPE’S POLICIES
The EU Presidency Praject of VENRO

VIl Boosting the role of non-governmental organisations in EU
development co-operation

Abolish the name non-state actors

Participation in policy formulation, setting the agenda and
implementation processes

Right of initiative
Reuvising regulations and elegibility criteria

AN 1.

Joint Conference Church snd Development

(CEKE) @

Civil Society Dialogue on NePAD, G8 and APF

Supporting African Partners to point out their positions and
demands

Offering platforms for discussion with G8/German
politicians and representatives

Building coalitions to promote the issues of common
concern

Taking up CSO- dialogue in the OECD context
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Global Call to Action against Poverty

Fight for the Millennium Development Goals of the United
Nations as a Civil Society Concern

Warldwide Coalition depending on national initiatives, in
Germany VENRO-initiative

International structures become relevant to strengthen
positions of weaker, smaller civil societies, especially in
African countries

Engagement in mirror-structures like G7-NGO-Platform-
Alliance

Looking Ahead - New Challenges

Justice and Peace work

Spreading the Recommendations for Participation and the
role of Comissions/Structures of Justice and Peace

Encouraging dialogue on the role of the Church in
participartory processes

Joint EU-Afrika-Strategy and the EU-Africa Summit in Lisbon
the role of European and African Civil Society
G8-summits and APF-CSO-Dialogue

continuation and intensifying dialogue with stakeholders
governments, private sector, especially in CSOs of the OECD

GCAP
networking for shared positions, lobbying at national level

Conclusions

1. We need partnerships, alliances, networking among
Civil Society Organisations to face global challenges
like poverty eradiction, ecological problems and to
achieve the MDGs

2. Common positions have to be formulated in a
trustful and long-term committed dialogue according
to principles of partnership

3 Ashared vision and common positions, developed in
a participatory approach, increase the quality of
lobby- and advocacy work

4. A participartory approach in development-
cooperation encourages ownership for those who
want to improve their situation and overcome
paternalisitc and neo-colonial patterns in cooperation.

Thank you!
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RELATIONS BETWEEN THE
NORTH & SOUTHERN CSOs

By

Andrew Kumbatira

Malawi Economic Justice Network
(MALAWT)

TICAD CIVIL SOCEITY FORUM
SYMPOSIUM — TOKYO
NOVEMBER, 2007

Introduction

e MEIN is a coalition of over 130 civil society
in Malawi

e Include Media, NGOs, Religious
organisations, Farmer Groups, Women
Groups & Youth grouths

e Vision — Govt & Donors implementing pro-
poor Economic policies

Role and Influence of MEJN in
The Budget Process

e CS in Malawi has undergone metamorphosis

o Prior to 1994, CSOs were preoccupied with first
generation rights due to Malawi's political and
civil rights background.

e Late 90s and 2000 has seen more CSOs
broadening agenda and economic & Social
governance issues became priority sectors.

e The emergence of networks is yet another
landmark, with budget advocacy as their prime
agenda.

ROLE Cont'd

e Act as a bridge btwn Govt (Executive),
donors & Grassroots

e Lobby MPs on critical aspects of
budget and ensuring that the budget
is pro-poor

e Advocate for a participatory approach
to the budget formulation process

e Track public expenditures as they
occur in case of slippages

Advocacy Tools

e Budget analysis a tool for repackaging
budget information into observable trends
and recommendations

e SDSS to check citizen’s satisfaction with
service that government is providing

e Public Expenditure Tracking Surveys
(PETS)

e Research to generate evidence to
demand accountability and answerability

Budget Literacy

e MEIN simplifies budget information into
user-friendly packages for the general
public, and local assemblies

e Acts as a conduit for collecting views of
the general public on the budget
e Medium used include radio and TV, local

workshops and Print media (newspaper
inserts)
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OUTLINE

e Presentation outlines the Collaboration
between the Northern and Southern Civil
Sociehty . Seen from The Perspective of the
Sout

e Locking at the Roles of each side
e How the roles complement each other

e Examples of Positive North/South
Relations from which lessons can be learnt

e Challenges that the Southern CSOs are
faced with

e Way forward
e Conclusion

North-South relations

1. Relations have been for long time each
time with different agenda

2. From slavery through colonialism to
globalisation

3. Relations involve north-south
governments, north —south CSOs, north
governments-south CSOs

4. The paper focus on north CSOs - South
Civil Society relations.

Objectives of north-south
relations

e Promotion of Development Away from
slavery and colonialism

e Aiming for high income per capita, high
literacy levels, adoption of ICT etc.

e Equity in decisions making, trade &
Economic justice.

e Maximise Comparative Advantage of each
side

Objectives of north-south relations
(cont'd)

e North-south CSOs play complementary
roles

e North CSOs provide resources, technical &
financial to the South

e South CSOs have hands on experience in
intervening the development process of the
constituent

e The "Supposed” symbiotic relationship
between northern and southern where the
reinforce each in a partnership.

Partnership Advantages

e Access to support for capacity building
e International exposure and networks

e Access to specific competencies and
information

e Moral and Political support.

e Long term perspectives based on shared
vision

e Respect for differences and diversity

e Negotiated terms for mutual accountability
Shared, knowledge shared & trust

Challenges For Southern CSOs

e Financial and technical capacity
limitations as in many cases official
donor flows are channelled through
Northern CSOs limiting flexibility and
creativity of the southern CSOs.

e Weak Southern CSOs institutional
capacities coupled with challenging
socio economic, political and conflict
situations and with major infrastructural
deficiencies
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Challenges Cont'd

e Weak evidence for Advocacy due to
Poor quality or unavailability of
statistical data

e Limited or delayed access to policy
documents or other public
information

e Unfavourable Political Conditions.

Way Forward

e The Relationship has a long way to
develop. Can take advantage of soul
searching currently in the north

e Success Stories yet to be replicated

e Need for Radical changes especially in

the North. Ex Establish Independent
advisory committees to review the

e Multiple partnerships. relations
Way Forwad Cont'd Conclusion
e Need for Improved Coordination and ¢ Egg'lhda& South CS0s have common

harmonisation just as it for govts

e Move towards more direct funding to
the Southern CSOs.

e Need for Deeper Research answers
for difficult questions such as the
actual implementation of new ideas.

e Develop more literature about
experiences of the south

e The Context within which north/south
operate continue to change

e More Creative ways of fostering the
agenda should be found

e The North Should view the South as
Partners not mere Channels of aid

THANK YOU

65






