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Many of farmer training centers (FTCs) established by the
Ethiopian Ministry of Agriculture in villages (kebele) across the
country lack basic infrastructure such as electricity and
irrigation, and are not functioning as centers for dissemination
of agricultural technologies, especially during the dry season.
This project will strengthen the extension function of three
farmer training centers selected from the three regions of the
country (Amhara, Oromia and SNNP), focusing on vegetables and
paddy/rain—fed rice, which are important as cash crops, by
equipping them with solar—-powered cold storage and small-scale
irrigation facilities (gravity/pump). In addition, Al farming
support equipment (Softbank’s “e—kakashi” ) will be introduced
to the FTCs and the National Rice Research and Training Center
(Amhara Region) with the aim of establishing water— and
fertilizer—saving cultivation techniques that have less
environmental impact

By revitalizing the FTCs as incubation centers for innovative
agricultural technologies and providing training on market-—
oriented agriculture, such as pro—environment cultivation
techniques, post—harvest loss reduction, and marketing, the
project will contribute to improving the income and nutrition of
the 20, 000 target families. The project is also expected to
contribute to climate change mitigation by reducing greenhouse
gas emissions.

The management of the project will be carried out in a
participatory manner by each FTC Steering Committee, which
consists of the Sasakawa Africa Association, the Ministry of

Agriculture and local communities
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