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Our proposed project sites in Southern Ethiopia are situated in a region with the highest rates
of absolute poverty. In the District of Oyda, women are robbed of a large proportion of their
time everyday by the task of having to fetch water. Thus, they are effectively trapped in the
poverty cycle, deprived of the time, opportunity and knowledge to generate and increase their
incomes. Through this project, water supply facilities will be installed and a women
empowerment program will be implemented to provide them with opportunities to earn and
improve their incomes. This intervention would include the installation of a gravity fed
‘participatory water supply system'’ to free women from the backbreaking and time consuming
work of fetching water. The women who will benefit from the water supply facilities will be
organized into 45 Self-Help Groups (SHG) of about 20 women per group. With the training
provided to them, they will start savings, which will serve as the seed money for their income
generating activities. Furthermore, HOPE will furnish support to establish a Cluster-Level
Association (CLA) that will provide assistance and connect the SHG groups with each other.
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