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Donation of Two Mobile Libraries (MLs) to South Africa

South Africa, important trade partner of Japan in Africa, has been trying to improve its education
system, and managed to establish about 14,000 primary schools all over the country absorbing the most
of children to schools.

However 85% of the schools do not have school library, which is serous set—-back for the children to
obtain Read/Write capability in English which is the language of teaching.

Sapesi has been working with South African national Department of Basic Education since 2007, to
donate second—hand MLs from Japan to let provincial Departments of Education operate MLs to send
the books to the schools.

Sapesi also assists them for the smooth operation of MLs, such as vehicle maintenances and even the
English books collection from overseas which exceeds 190,000 books till now.

Currently 50 MLs are in operation at all of nine provinces, sending books

regularly to over 900 schools.

This ML initiative is highly appreciated and occupies as one of corner stones for South African school
library operation.

Western Cape Department of Education is facing the need of the replacement of one of their 6MLs
which covers Elgin area schools but is becoming very old (over 30years).

Through our experience, we have noticed that the children who attend the early child education (ECD)
before primary schools, show better learning achievement at primary schools.

As a trial we like to donate a ML to a NGO (Heron Bridge Training Center,

Johannesburg Diepsloot slum), which trains the teachers for nursery schools, and assist the nursery
schools in toys and books supply.

Utilization of a ML for nursery schools is first time in South Africa, which will be a very exciting

challenge.
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