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6. Central Asia and Caucasus

The stability and development of the Central Asia
and Caucasus region, surrounded by Russia, China,
South Asia, the Middle East, and Europe, bear a great
significance for those of the Eurasian region as a whole.
Also, this region is strategically important since it holds an
abundance of natural resources such as oil, natural gas,
uranium, and rare metals. From this point of view, Japan
has been supporting the promotion of fundamental
values in the countries of the region, such as human
rights, democracy, market economy, and the rule of law.
Japan has also been supporting nation-building efforts
for long-term stability and sustainable development in
this region, while taking into consideration a broader
regional perspective which covers Afghanistan, Iran, and
other neighboring regions surrounding Central Asia.
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Japan has been providing assistance for the
Central Asia and Caucasus countries, which became
independent following the collapse of the former Soviet
Union, in diverse areas such as improvement of aging
infrastructure, human resources development for the
transition to a market economy, and the rebuilding of
social systems including health and medical care, in
order to support the efforts of each country toward the
transition to market economy systems and economic
development.

With regard to Japan’s relationship with the Central
Asian countries, based on the idea that it is important
for countries in the region to work together to resolve
common challenges in the “open, stable, and self-
sustained development” of the region, Japan launched
the “Central Asia plus Japan” dialogue framework in
2004 and has continued to strive to fulfill its role as a
“catalyst” for regional cooperation. In recent years,
Japan has been promoting more practical cooperation in
addition to a variety of dialogues.

In August 2020, the Foreign Ministers’ Special Video
Conference of the “Central Asia plus Japan” Dialogue
was held with Foreign Minister Motegi as a chair.
At the conference, Foreign Minister Motegi and the
foreign ministers of five Central Asian countries held
discussion on (i) regional cooperation in Central Asia
and cooperation between Central Asian countries and
Japan amid the worldwide spread of COVID-19 and
(i) way forward for cooperation toward the upcoming
30th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic
relations with Japan in 2022, particularly on the direction
of the discussions towards the 8th Foreign Ministers’
Meeting. The Chairperson’s Statement was issued after
the Conference. Furthermore, in order to support each
country’s efforts on the response to COVID-19, Foreign
Minister Motegi stated that Japan is: (i) providing grant
aid for health and medical equipment; (i) providing
technical assistance as well as health and medical supplies
through international organizations; (iii) extending grant
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aid for the provision of Avigan tablets to countries which
requested the medicine; and (iv) actively engaging in
sharing information, lessons learned, and experiences
on addressing infectious diseases, including exchanges
of opinions among medical experts. In response to this,
the foreign ministers of the Central Asian countries
expressed their appreciation for Japan's cooperation.
Along with stating that Japan’s basic policy toward
Central Asia which has been built up until now remains
steadfast even under the COVID-19 pandemic, Foreign
Minister Motegi noted the unchanging importance of a
free and open international order, to which the foreign
ministers of the Central Asian countries expressed their
assent.

With regard to Japan's bilateral relations with
Uzbekistan in particular amongst the Central Asian
countries, President Mirziyoyev and then Prime Minister
Abe held a summit meeting during his visit to Japan in
December 2019 and agreed on economic cooperation
projects, including a total of approximately ¥190 billion in
ODA loans in the fields of electric power and agriculture.
Furthermore, Deputy Prime-Minister and Minister of
Investments and Foreign Trade Umurzakov visited Japan
in December 2020 and held meetings with Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Finance Aso, Foreign Minister
Motegi, and others. During the meeting with Foreign
Minister Motegi, Deputy Prime-Minister Umurzakov
expressed his appreciation for Japan's assistance,
including that for COVID-19 response. Both countries
shared the view to steadily implement the economic
cooperation projects agreed upon during the President’s
visit to Japan in December 2019.

As for Japan's relationship with the Caucasus countries,
Japan announced the “Caucasus Initiative,” during then
Foreign Minister Kono’s visit to Armenia, Georgia, and
Azerbaijan in September 2018, based on the promotion
of cooperation for self-sustained development of the
Caucasus region, which plays an important role as a
gateway linking Asia and Europe. The basic policy of
the Initiative consists of two pillars, namely (i) assistance
for human resources development of architects for
state building (human resources development) and (ii)
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Children in a school in Uzbekistan learning arithmetic using e-learning materials
which also contribute to efforts against COVID-19 (Photo: JICA)



assistance for paving the way to “Appealing Caucasus”
(infrastructure development and business environment
improvement).

Japan has accepted 11,447 trainees from Central Asia
and Caucasus countries and dispatched 3,209 experts
to those countries by 2019 as part of its support for
human resources development. Moreover, Japan has
been providing support in the development of human
resources necessary for new nation-building efforts,
including the implementation of the Project for Human
Resource Development Scholarship, which is a study-in-
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Japan program for young government officials, and the
development of human resources for business through
the Japan Center for Human Resources Development.

Furthermore, as part of its assistance for COVID-19
response, Japan and six Central Asia and Caucasus
countries signed and exchanged notes on a total of ¥2.5
billion in grant aid for the provision of health and medical
equipment. In addition to this, Japan has provided a total
¥190 million in health and medical equipment for five
Central Asian countries through technical cooperation
and grant aid projects.
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Assistance for Central Asia and Caucasus countries

+ Development of economic and social infrastructure (transportation,
energy, medical care, education, tourism, and others)

+ Support for democracy and development of market economy (nurturing
government officials, industry human resources, and others)

+ Managing border control and anti-drug measures
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Japan’s Assistance in Central Asia and Caucasus

(Unit: US$ million)

Grants Loan aid
: Total Total
Rank Cor:nitcr))rlwor Ceull Taelhiteal Total Amount Amount (A)-(B) (Net (Gross
9 Grants provided : disbursed recovered disbursement) | disbursement)
through cooperation ) ®)
multilateral
institutions
1 | Uzbekistan 11.24 - 6.09 17.33 395.36 28.53 366.83 384.16 412.69
2 | Azerbaijan 1.63 = 0.36 1.99 29.54 33.19 -3.65 -1.66 31.53
3 | Kyrgyz Republic 16.88 - 10.47 27.35 0.56 9.58 -9.02 18.33 27.91
4 | Tajikistan 16.74 = 5.60 22.35 = = = 22.35 22.35
5 | Armenia 15.47 1.07 1.09 16.56 - 10.29 -10.29 6.27 16.56
6 | Georgia 0.98 0.15 0.41 1.39 0.54 5.29 -4.75 -3.36 1.93
7 | Turkmenistan - - 1.52 1.52 - 2.00 -2.00 -0.48 1.52
8 | Kazakhstan 0.35 = 1.05 1.40 = 41.78 -41.78 -40.38 1.40
Multiple countries in
Central Asia and - - 0.25 0.25 — - - 0.25 0.25
Caucasus
Central Asia and 63.20 1.22 26.85 90.14|  426.00|  130.66| 29533| 38547  516.13
Caucasus region total

Notes:

- Ranking is based on gross disbursements.

- The sum of adding up each figure may not be exactly the same as the total figure
due to rounding.

- [—] indicates that no assistance was provided.

- Grant aid includes aid provided through multilateral institutions that can be
classified by country.

- Aid to multiple countries refers to the aid, such as seminars and dispatchment of
survey teams in multiple countries within a region.

- Country or region shows DAC recipients but including graduated countries in
total.

- Negative numbers show the recovered amount of loans exceeded the disbursed
amount.
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