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A) Climate Action

B) Environment and Biodiversity

C) Livelihoods and Social Protection
D) Economic Justice

E) Inclusive Education

F) Open space for other topics not on the agenda



https://www.bond.org.uk/events/the-uk-2021-g7-civil-society-7-summit

4 H20H

A) Health Systems

B) Food and Nutrition

O) Civil Society Space

D) Anti-racism and decolonization
E) Peace and Conflict

F) Other topics not on the agenda
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G7 Global Taskforce

Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP
Prime Minister

10 Downing Street
London, UK

SW1A OAA

27 January 2021

Dear Prime Minister,

On behalf of the G7 Global Taskforce, a coalition of over 250 civil society organisations from
across the G7 and beyond, we welcome your assuming the 2021 G7 Presidency. We have high
hopes for a landmark G7 this year and we look forward to working with the UK government on
an ambitious agenda for the Summit. As you take on your new role as G7 President, we call on
the UK to ensure the G7 shows strong cohesion by delivering bold commitments and concrete
actions that address the disproportionate impact that Covid-19 and the climate emergency
have on women, children, older people, youth, people with disabilities, the poorest and most
vulnerable and other marginalised groups.

2021 is a pivotal year. It will demand a high-level of cooperation between governments and an
integrated approach to address all the pressing global challenges. No country can face these
issues by itself and we all need to tackle key issues affecting people and planet in tandem.
Covid-19 and the on-going climate emergency have exposed the failings of short-termism and
lack of global coordination and cooperation. Now is time for the G7, working with its partner
countries, to support a strong global response to all the formidable challenges facing the world
in 2021.

As we work together to respond to the social and economic impacts of Covid-19 and look to
build on the Paris Agreement targets, civil society voices are more important than ever, and we
look forward to providing input, advice and expertise throughout the UK’s G7 Presidency. We,
as civil society, intend to engage in the G7 through these processes, including the discussions
between the Leader’s personal representatives, at Ministerial and policy-specific consultations,
during the Civil 7, as well as at the G7 Summit itself. Therefore, as you use this opportunity to
convene leading democracies, we urge you to demonstrate the strength of these democratic
political systems by ensuring that civil society consultations are designed to have meaningful
impact on the discussions and outcomes of the G7 Summit. We call on you to prioritise
transparency, timely flows of information and equal access to the processes relating to the G7
discussions to enable us to engage effectively.



This will be a challenging year with many complex geo-political issues to navigate. Including civil
society as an essential partner in a meaningful process will ensure the success of the 2021 G7
and allow the delivery of an ambitious, forward-looking agenda. We look forward to working
with your Presidency to make the 2021 UK G7 a critical summit on the road to recovery from
the pandemic, tackling the climate emergency, improving the lives and upholding the rights of
the most marginalised populations, and building a lasting, safe, and sustainable world for
today’s and tomorrow’s generations.

Yours sincerely

e n o~

Kel Currah Stephanie Draper
CEO, What World Strategies Chief Executive, Bond
Chair, G7 Global Task Force Coordinator, UK C7
kel@whatworldstrategies.com sdraper@bond.org.uk

cc: Jonathan Black, UK G7 & G20 Sherpa

Signed on behalf of the following organisations:

e Action against AIDS Germany - Germany

e Action for Global Health — UK

e ACTIONAID USA - USA

e Alliance You Too — Japan

¢  Amnesty International — Global

e  Amref Health Africa UK — Global

e APPUI SOLIDAIRE POUR LE RENFORCEMENT DE L AIDE AU DEVELOPMENT — Mali
e ASAPSU (Association de soutien a I'auto promotion Sanitaire Urbaine - Cote d'lvoire
e Bond-UK

e Brooke — UK

e Birgerlobby Klimaschutz - Citizens' Climate Lobby Germany e.V. (CCL-D) - Germany
e Canadian Engaged Buddhism Association - Canada

e Canadian Foodgrains Bank — Canada

e Canadian Health Association for Sustainability and Equity (CHASE) - Canada

e CARE International UK - UK

e  CBM Christoffel-Blindenmission Christian Blind Mission e.V — Germany

e  Center for Democratic Education - USA

e  Chofu Kodomo Net - Japan

e Citizens' Climate Europe — EU

e Citizens' Climate International — Global

e Citizens' Climate Lobby Bangladesh — Bangladesh

e Citizens' Climate Lobby Canada — Canada



Citizens' Climate Lobby Japan — Japan

Citizens' Climate Lobby UK — UK

Citizens' Climate Lobby France — France

Citizens' Climate Lobby — USA

Clean Air Partnership — Canada

ClimateFast — Canada

Coalition Plus Internationale — Global

Concern Worldwide UK — UK

Deutsche Welthungerhilfe e.V. — Germany

DSW (Deutsche Stiftung Weltbevélkerung) — Germany
Envirotech International Ltd — Bangladesh

Frontline AIDS — UK

Gender and Development Network — UK

Global Campaign for Education — Global

Global Campaign for Education-US — USA

Global Citizen — Global

Global Fund Advocates Network (GFAN) — Global
Global Health Advocates — France

HelpAge Deutschland — Germany

Humanity & Inclusion UK — Global

InterAction - USA

International Center for Research on Women (ICRW) - USA
Japan Center for a Sustainable Environment and Society (JACSES) — Japan
Japanese Organization for International Cooperation in Family Planning (JOICFP) — Japan
Manica Youth Assembly — Zimbabwe

Medical Mission Institute Wiirzburg — Germany
National Education Union (NEU) — UK

NCD Alliance — Global

Nutrition International — Global

ONE Campaign — Global

Plan International UK - UK

Project Dryad — Global

RESULTS UK - UK

SafeHands — UK

Save the Children UK — UK

STOPAIDS - UK

Students for Global Health — UK

TB Alliance — Global

TERRAM PACIS — Norway

United for Global Mental Health — UK

United Kingdom Committee for Unicef — UK

Uniting to Combat NTDs — UK

Vegans & Vegetarians of Alberta — Canada

VENRO (Verband Entwicklungspolitik und Humanitare Hilfe) — Germany
Wateraid — Global

What World Strategies — Canada

Women Deliver - USA

World Vision UK — UK



Interim document prior to the W7 Summit 26 February 2021

UK -2021

W7 Policy Asks - Leaders’ Track
Consultation Document

Summary

We welcome the aspirations of the G7 Leaders in looking towards the longer-term
challenges the world faces, as well as addressing the immediate priorities created by the
pandemic. Whether the focus is on health, climate, democracy, economic recovery or jobs,
gender equality will have to play a central role to ensure successful outcomes are achieved.

The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted and exacerbated long-standing structural gender
inequalities. At the same time, it has also exposed how women and girls who experience
other forms of intersecting discriminations have disproportionately borne the pandemic’s
impacts — whether as frontline responders, through increased unpaid care work, due to
restricted access to social protection and public services, or as a result of their employment
in vulnerable sectors.

We call on G7 Leaders to recognise that gender equality and the fulfilment of women’s rights
is an aspiration that must be present across all priority areas of the Leaders’ Summit if we
are truly to ‘build back better for all’. Priority areas for action should include:

e Trade and prosperity
Promote fair and equitable trade, including the waiver of certain provisions of
the TRIPS Agreement for the prevention, containment and treatment of
COVID-19 during the pandemic, as well as cancel all outstanding sovereign
debt across private, bilateral and multilateral creditors, in order to increase
fiscal space for equitable economic recovery in countries across the Global
South.

e The Climate Crisis
Provide financial support for gender-just climate action that is accessible for
local and national women'’s rights organisations.

e Health and sexual and reproductive health and rights
Provide equitable access to vaccines, protect health and care workers — who
are predominantly women, and safeguard women’s sexual and reproductive
health and rights during the health crisis.

e Open and democratic societies
Enable women and girls — in all their diversity — to fully participate in political
decision making whether on COVID-19 recovery, economic policy, peace and
security or the climate crisis and address structural racism, both domestically
and internationally, to ensure truly democratic societies.
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Trade and prosperity

The pandemic has laid bare the existing inequalities and vulnerabilities between and across
societies,” as well as the interdependence of the global economy. To truly ‘Build Back
Better’, in a way that promotes rather than undermines gender equality, will require rapid
measures preventing global recession and promoting prosperity across the world —
prioritising those countries most at risk of the secondary economic impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic.

Immediate action and financing are urgently required to prevent another global debt crisis
and to give governments in the Global South the necessary fiscal and policy space to
provide universal access to social protection, investment in the care economy, and
measures to promote decent work. Action is also necessary to regulate and promote trade in
a way that contributes to international obligations including the SDGs. Such measures would
build on the G7 Taormina road map and ensure that a more equitable recovery is possible.
We call on G7 Leaders to promote sustainable equitable recovery in the following ways:

e Avert a major global debt crisis and increase fiscal space for equitable economic
recovery in countries across the Global South through the cancellation of all
outstanding sovereign debt across private, bilateral and multilateral creditors,
and the issuing of Special Drawing Rights.

e Promote democratic and inclusive global economic decision making on
sustainable and equitable recovery and ensure that international financial
institutions respect the policy space of national governments.

e Commit to fair, sustainable trade and investment policies and practices that are
subject to international human rights standards and in line with the SDGs. This
includes supporting the proposal from two-thirds of World Trade Organisation
members for a temporary waiver from certain provisions of the TRIPS Agreement for
the prevention, containment and treatment of COVID-19.2

e Exclude trade and investment provisions that protect investors at the expense of
women workers and support the establishment of a UN Binding Treaty on
Business and Human Rights with a focus on women’s human rights.

e Promote decent work through ratification, funding and enforcement of ILO
conventions on collective bargaining and freedom of association and
Convention 190 on the elimination of violence and harassment in the world of work
throughout G7 supply chains.

e Recognise the importance of the care economy in securing prosperity for all
and so end harmful donor-imposed austerity conditionality, and enable governments
to invest at least two per cent of GDP in social infrastructure, including robust
gender-responsive public health and care services, to reduce women’s unpaid care
burdens and create decent work for women in the public sector.

e Provide finance for a Global Social Protection Fund to kick-start universal,
publicly funded national protection schemes for low-income countries.

The Climate Crisis

The world’s richest nations are the most responsible for the climate crisis, which impacts on
the rights of all women and girls’, undermines efforts to combat poverty and inequality, and

" Hill, R. and Narayan, A. (7 January 20201). “What COVID-19 can mean for long-term inequality in developing countries.”
World Bank Blogs. https://blogs.worldbank.org/voices/what-covid-19-can-mean-long-term-inequality-developing-countries
2 World Trade Organisation (2 October 2020). “Waiver from certain provisions of the TRIPS Agreement for the prevention,

containment and treatment of COVID-19”. IP/C/W/669. Council for Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights.
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/IP/C/W669.pdf&Open=True
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fuels food insecurity, fragility and conflict. Even before COVID-19, the climate crisis had
increased economic inequality between rich and poor countries by 25 percent.®

Women and girls are more likely to experience climate impacts, yet their experiences and
leadership are undervalued in the responses. Women and girls are critical agents of change
and their leadership is essential to understanding climate impacts and to developing
effective mitigation and adaptation responses that leave no one behind. We call on G7
Leaders to:

e Step up financial support to gender-just climate action by ensuring that at least
20% of climate funding aims to achieve gender equality as a ‘principal’ objective and
100% is significant’.* Ensure this funding is accessible for local and national women’s
rights organisations. Make a commitment to work urgently towards a post-2025
financial goal, including a dedicated goal for adaptation. The majority of this funding
should be grant-based.®

e Increase levels of climate finance accessed by local and national women’s
rights organisations, including indigenous groups. Address legal, structural and
cultural barriers to women's leadership and meaningful participation in decision- and
policy making around climate change mitigation and adaptation.®

e Ensure COVID-19 recovery plans and economic stimulus packages
simultaneously lead in implementing the commitments made in the Paris
Climate Agreement including its commitment that all climate actions promote
gender equality. Prioritise the phasing out of fossil fuels and subsidies and actively
seek to reduce gender and other inequalities through investing in the care economy,
and reducing barriers for women and marginalised groups to access decent jobs in
clean energy sectors.

e Endorse, provide financial support to and fully implement the UNFCCC 5-year
enhanced Lima work programme on gender and its gender action plan.’
Incorporate gender considerations into climate change plans at all levels — local,
national, and international — including but not limited to Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs).

e Develop and implement accountability mechanisms to hold responsible
corporations hosted in G7 states for environmental degradation and attacks on
women human rights and environmental defenders.

e As part of responses to the growing debt crisis, set up an automatic interest-free
moratorium on debt payments for developing countries experiencing climate
disasters.

Health - including Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR)

Alongside equitable access to vaccines globally, recognising the role of women health
workers is an important part of COVID-19 recovery. Women make up 70 percent of the
global health workforce, can face violence in performing their roles® and there is a risk this

% Diffenbaugh, N.S. and Burke, M. (2019). “Global warming has increased global economic inequality.” Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences, 116(20): 9808-9813._https://www.pnas.org/content/116/20/9808

* Based on European Commission benchmark and Biglio, J. and Vogelstein, R. (June 2020). “Understanding Gender Equality in
Foreign Policy: What the United States Can Do.” Council on Foreign Relations.

® Latest estimates for 2017-18 show only 20% of reported public climate finance were grants, and 80% loans and other
non-grants. See Oxfam. (2020). “Climate Finance Shadow Report 2020: Assessing progress towards the $100bn commitment.”
https://www.oxfam.org/en/research/climate-finance-shadow-report-2020

® WEDO. (2020). “Feminist Climate Finance Brief: Recommendations for Canada’s Climate Finance Pledge”
https://wedo.org/feminist-climate-finance-brief-recommendations-for-canadas-climate-finance-pledge/

"UNFCCC. (2014). “The Enhanced Lima Work Programme on Gender.”
https://unfccc.int/topics/gender/workstreams/the-enhanced-lima-work-programme-on-gender#:~:text=In%202014%20the%20C
OP%20established.responsive%20climate %20policy%20and%20action

® George AS, McConville FE, de Vries S, Nigenda G, Sarfraz S, Mclsaac M. (2020). “Violence against female health workers is
tip of iceberg of gender power imbalances.” BMJ, 371:m3546. https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.m3546
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may be amplified over access to finite resources of COVID-19 vaccines.® They also do the
maijority of paid and unpaid care work.' Even before the pandemic, at least half the world’s
population were not receiving essential health services'' which has now significantly
worsened as countries’ health systems strain during the crisis. Furthermore, essential
women’s health and reproductive rights services — like access to contraception, prenatal and
maternal care, and safe abortion — are often the first to be deprioritised at a time of crisis."

In line with the emerging framework associated with the Generation Equality Forum’s Action
Coalition on Bodily Autonomy and Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights — which is
co-led by France — we call on G7 Leaders to:

e Ensure that every woman, youth and adolescent girl, regardless of their financial
situation, nationality, sexual orientation, race, religion, status as a parent or any other
form of discrimination has access to free, timely, non-judgemental, accessible
sexual and reproductive healthcare services and contraception in a nearby
location.

e Safeguard girls’ and women’s essential SRHR during the pandemic, including access
to services, supplies and information.

e Advocate for safe, legal and accessible access to abortion services as part of a
human right to healthcare and ensure the pandemic is not used as an excuse to
restrict access to SRHR.

e Ensure an age and gender-responsive approach into the design of universal
health coverage models and implementation to support health systems and
services to be available, accessible, acceptable, and of good quality for all.
Support the provision of dedicated health budgets for adolescent SRHR services to
remove user fees and out-of-pocket payments for health services.

e Ensure equitable global access to COVID-19 diagnostics, vaccines and medication
including through COVAX and support the roll-out of effective mass vaccination
programmes which use a gender and diversity lens to reach the most vulnerable and
marginalised. Ensure that excluded groups, including refugees, internally displaced
people, migrants, ethnic minorities and stateless populations are included in national
vaccination programmes.

e Ensure health and care workers, who are overwhelmingly women, are paid a living
wage and have access to safe and decent working conditions.

Open Societies — Women’s leadership and participation

Open democratic societies require the meaningful participation and leadership of women
and girls in all their diversity. This is especially critical given the continuing impact of
structural racism which has historically excluded many from democratic processes, the
shrinking space for civil society globally, and sustained attacks on women human rights
defenders. Moreover, as the COVID-19 recovery unfolds, it is essential to ensure women,
girls and marginalised communities have a meaningful voice in all decision-making, putting
equity at the centre of recovery ambitions. Open societies also require commitment and
funding for gender analysis mainstreamed across all other areas of ODA.

® Harman, S., Crabb-Herten, A., Morgan, R., Smith, J. and Wenham C. (2020). “COVID-19 vaccines and women’s security.”
The Lancet, Volume 397, Issue 10272. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)32727-6

" WHO .(2019). “Delivered by women, led by men: A gender and equity analysis of the global health and social force.”
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/nursing/delivered-by-women-led-by-men.pdf?sfvrsn=94be9959 2

" World Bank and WHO. (2017). “Half the world lacks access to essential health services, 100 million still pushed into extreme
poverty because of health expenses.”
https://www.who.int/news/item/13-12-2017-world-bank-and-who-half-the-world-lacks-access-to-essential-health-services-100-m
illion-still-pushed-into-extreme-poverty-because-of-health-expenses

2 A 10% drop in the provision of essential reproductive health services due to COVID-19 could translate to an additional 15
million unintended pregnancies, 28,000 maternal deaths, and 3.3 million unsafe abortions a year across 132 low- and
middle-income countries. See Riley, T., Sully, E., Ahmed, Z., and Biddlecom, A. (2020). “Estimates of the Potential Impact of
the COVID-19 Pandemic on Sexual and Reproductive Health in Low-and Middle-Income Countries.” International Perspectives
on Sexual and Reproductive Health, 46: 73-76. https://www.guttmacher.org/sites/default/files/article files/4607320.pdf
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In line with Agenda 2030, and the emerging framework associated with the Generation
Equality Forum’s Action Coalition on Women'’s Leadership and Feminist Movements — co-led
by Canada — we call on the G7 leaders to:

Commit to achieve 20% of ODA for gender equality as a ‘principal’ and 100% as a
‘principal’ or ‘significant’ objective within 5 years."

Guarantee space for the meaningful engagement of women’s and girls’ rights
organisations — in the breadth of their diversity — and other civil society groups
that do not traditionally have a seat at the table. Ensure that they are represented
and heard in governance and decision-making processes related to COVID-19
response and recovery.

Increase flows of funding to women’s rights and girls’ rights organisations and
movements, recognising the barriers that marginalised women, including LBTQIA+
communities face. Currently, only 1 percent of international aid earmarked for
gender equality reaches women’s rights organisations globally." Of this, a tiny
amount - only 0.5 percent — reaches Southern women’s and girls’ rights
organisations.'® This proportion needs to be substantially increased.

Acknowledge the role that structural racism plays in undermining democratic
freedoms and agree a plan to decolonise ODA as a means of correcting historic
legacies.

In line with the commitments of Canada and France (along with a number of non-G7
countries) adopt feminist approaches to foreign policies’” which centre human
rights, prioritise decolonising relationships between the Global South and North,
promote the peaceful resolution of conflicts in foreign policy doctrine and ensure
security, diplomacy and trade levers contribute towards internationally agreed goals
and human rights commitments.

For more information

The W7 is a group of civil society organisations promoting gender equality and women’s
rights within G7 processes. For more information, please visit the W7 2021 website or
contact Sophie Efange (Sophie.Efange@gadnetwork.org)

' OECD. (2016). “Definition and minimum recommended criteria for the DAC gender equality policy marker.”
https://www.oecd.org/dac/gender-development/Minimum-recommended-criteria-for-DAC-gender-marker.pdf

' Between 2017 and 2019, bilateral and multilateral donors committed over USD 1 billion to support gender equality. Few of
those resources have reached feminist movements, who are the real drivers of transformative and sustainable change. For
decades more than 99% of official development assistance for gender equality has gone to large mainstream organisations or
governments, or stayed within development agencies themselves. See Lever, E., Miller, K. and Staszewska, K. (2020). “Moving
More Money to the Drivers of Change: How Bilateral and Multilateral Funders can Resource Feminist Movements.” AWID and
Mama Cash. https://www.mamacash.org/media/publications/movingmoremoney mama_cash_awid cmi.pdf

® OECD (2019). “Aid in support of gender equality and women’s empowerment.”
https://www.oecd.org/dac/financingsustainable-development/development-finance-topics/Aid-to-gender-equality-donor-charts-2

019.pdf

'® OECD (2016). “Donor support to women’s rights organisations: OECD findings.”
https://www.oecd.org/dac/genderdevelopment/OECD-report-on-womens-rights-organisations.pdf

" Thompson, L. (2020). “Feminist Foreign Policy: A Framework. Washington, DC: International Center for Research on
Women.” https://www.icrw.org/publications/feminist-foreign-policy-a-framework/
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C20-L20 statement
Translating commitments into action:

supporting the TRIPS waiver is essential to end the COVID-19 pandemic

Despite ambitious language from world leaders on equitable and rapid distribution of COVID-19 vaccines
and treatments, there remains a concerning disconnect between words and deeds.

Two decades of empirical evidence have solidly demonstrated that intellectual property rights (IPRs) in
the pharmaceutical sector represent a significant barrier to equitable and sustainable access to
lifesaving health products, due to the impact that such rights determine on the pricing and availability of
medicines, vaccines, diagnostics and other medical tools. History risks repeating itself now with COVID-19
biomedical and health tools that the world dramatically needs. Patent ownerships on the vaccines platforms
and IP restrictions on the novel technologies such as mRNA vaccines and monoclonal antibodies are
already limiting manufacturing and price flexibility, in the face of 93 billions of public investment in R&D
during 2020.

Confronted with a global situation of around 110 million confirmed cases and a toll of over 2.4 million deaths,
challenged by the emergence of new threatening variants of SARS-CoV-2, the G20 leaders have the moral
and political obligation to take every measure that can put an end to this pandemic.

As the study commissioned by the International Chamber of Commerce Research Foundation
demonstrates, if vaccines nationalism continued to be rampant the global economy could suffer losses of
over U$S 9.2 trillion: this is one additional reason why COVID-19 vaccines must be equitably distributed to
all. Without offering safe and healty working conditions to all workers, particularly those who in these months
guaranteed fundamental services to communities paying a high toll to the pandemic, no durable and
resilient recovery would take place in all countries of the world.

World’s governments are dealing with an unprecedented economic and social crisis and their critical
resources should not be now spent on sustaining the cumbersome legal intricacies of intellectual property
disputes on COVID-19 technologies with patent holders. This means that G20 countries need to support
the proposal put forward by India and South Africa at the World Trade Organization (WTO)3 to waive
intellectual property rights related to COVID-19 goods and facilitate dissemination of existing
medical knowledge. Supporting the TRIPS waiver means translating into actions the announced
commitments aimed at making all COVID-19 vaccines and treatments “global public goods”.

The IP Waiver proposal, supported by over 100 countries globally, will be further debated and finally voted
at the WTO General Council on 1-2 March 2021. The Civil20 and Labour20 urge the G20 leaders to
express a firm position in favor of the waiver, as requested by over 400 civil society, trade unions,
international organizations, science experts around the world, and UN special Rapporteurs. Waiving IP
rights will be the most important and effective act to ensure the necessary increase in production and
supply of much needed COVID-19 vaccines, therapeutics, tests and other medical tools. Sharing existing
scientific and technical knowledge will lead to:

e Accelerating the end of the pandemic: A TRIPS waiver is critical to maximize the global
production capacity, ensure affordable prices and facilitate technology transfer, in order to secure
prompt and coordinated global containment of the virus spread. The G20 governments’
commitment in this direction will speed up the process and help to respond to the dangerous rise
of SARS-CoV-2 variants. We cannot repeat the mistakes of the AIDS crisis, which led to 7.6 million
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preventable deaths in Sub-Saharan Africa alone, due to high prices and restrictive IP rules and
continues to limit the response to HIV in the countries that need it most.

e Preparing for future pandemic scenarios and addressing existing epidemics: The world
needs to equip itself with the appropriate norms or policies enabling it to shorten the lifespan of
health emergencies and pandemics. Global value chains have proven their vulnerability in providing
timely and universal access to individual protection devices, vaccines and treatments and must be
reshaped and submitted to the universal right to health. Ensuring access to lifesaving treatments,
diagnostics and vaccines is essential to face these scenarios with effectiveness. The TRIPS waiver
could set the stage for realistic discussions within the UN, WTO and other fora about the new rules
that must be put in place to manage the increasing incidence of viral threats and future pandemic
forecasts, as well as address current communicable and non-communicable emergencies.
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A transformative agenda for the G7

Introduction:

a transformative agenda for the G7

The UK will host world leaders at the 2021 G7 Summit in an exceptionally
challenging context: a global pandemic, climate and ecological
emergencies, increasing humanitarian needs, threats to democracy and
human rights, rising poverty, and widening socio-economic inequalities.
Covid-19’'s colossal impact on global economies has exacerbated an
unprecedented scale of need globally. While donor fatigue and a recent
retreat from internationalism among some countries means the world
faces a critical juncture.

There is a short window for the wealthiest countries to support efforts

to build back better after the pandemic. Now is our chance to help tackle
the systemic issues that have left countries ill-equipped to withstand

a global health emergency and prevented progress on the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). The importance of these universal and
interconnected goals has never been clearer: none of us are safe until we
are all safe.

The G7 nations are critical for setting a truly transformative agenda that
can help stimulate global action to address these challenges. Change

is possible, if G7 leaders and ministers prioritise creating a more
sustainable, inclusive, equitable and resilient world for all — especially the
most marginalised and excluded people. The commitments the G7 make
in June should focus on setting a good example through achieving the
SDGs, fulfilling the Paris Agreement, and delivering human rights, racial
justice, gender equality and labour standards.

The Civil Society 7 (C7) is an annual group of civil society
organisations (CSOs) that convenes alongside the G7. As coordinators
of the C7, Bond and our partner networks call on the UK to use its G7
leadership to take and promote the actions laid out in this report. We
developed these recommendations in consultation with a wide range

of international organisations and issue-specific networks. The UK and
G7 can take a giant stride towards building a better world by addressing
the following priorities:

S 0 0 ®

Health Climate and Sustainable
environment economic
recovery

Open societies
and civic space

Education Food security Conflict and
and nutrition atrocity
prevention

No country can achieve the objective of building a just and sustainable
world alone, or without the support of civil society. The G7 have a crucial
opportunity to engage with diverse, locally-led CSOs and communities to
forge together a better future for all. We look forward to collaborating on
these proposals over the coming year.



Health

Coordinated by Action for Global Health, with support from the G7
Global Health and Covid-19 working group.

A transformative agenda for the G7
Health

The Covid-19 pandemic has led to more than 2 million deaths
globally.' The pandemic has exacerbated existing health
inequalities within and between countries, with risk and

impact significantly increased depending on age, gender,
ethnicity, geography and deprivation, as well as the existence of
comorbidities or pre-existing health issues.

The pandemic has also had significant indirect health impacts. According

to the World Health Organization (WHQ), almost 90% of countries have
experienced disruptions to health services and all types of health services
have been affected.” The pandemic is exacerbating weaknesses in health
systems and barriers in access to health care, impeding and reversing
progress to meet the targets outlined in SDG 3. It has also shown that health
is interconnected with every aspect of our lives. We cannot have prosperous
societies and economies without healthy populations worldwide.

The pandemic has highlighted the need for, and given new impetus to,
increased efforts to achieve universal health coverage (UHC) and build on
the commitments made in the UN Political Declaration on UHC in 2019.fi

We know no one is truly safe until we are all safe, so access to decent health
care is fundamental. Given the legacy and learning from the UK's National
Health Service and the country’s position as the second-largest government
donor to global health, the UK is well-placed to push for real change across
the G7 in achieving health for all.
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Health

Recommendations

As part of a comprehensive global response to address
Covid-19, health inequalities and progress towards UHC, the UK
should use its G7 presidency to encourage all G7 members to:

@ Investin strengthening health systems in their own country,
regionally and globally:

 Implement standing health and finance ministerial meetings within
the G7, commit to spend at least 0.1% of Gross National Income (GNI)
on Official Development Assistance (ODA) for health,' and support
countries to equitably mobilise progressive and sustainable domestic
resources to reach at least 5% of GDP for health, including through
tackling corruption in the health sector.

Ensure all health (both physical and mental), nutrition and water,
sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services are accessible and
affordable to all, gender- and age-responsive, disability-inclusive and
resilient to health shocks.

Build and increase the capacity of the health workforce to fill global
shortages, in this International Year of Health and Care Workers,"
and strengthen primary health care at the community level to build
the resilience of the overall system, as per the Alma Ata and Astana
declarations.

Use appropriate digital health technologies, including boosting tele-
medicine (and tele-rehabilitation), while ensuring the highest quality
of health care and rights to privacy and data protection.

@ Improve global health security, which can only be achieved through
global solidarity:

* Help to create and ensure equitable access globally to Covid-19
vaccines, therapeutics and diagnostics, by equitably funding all
components of the Access to Covid-19 Tools Accelerator, as well as

helping to remove intellectual property barriers and encouraging
sharing of the science, know-how and technology of Covid-19 health
technologies.

* Finance efforts to mitigate the indirect impacts of Covid-19 on other
health issues and services.

* Where appropriate, integrate the delivery of Covid-19 health
technologies through existing health systems, in a way that optimally
balances pandemic response with existing health priorities.

« Ensure investments in pandemic preparedness align with and
strengthen existing health, nutrition and WASH systems and capacity
at global, national and sub-national levels.

© Take a ‘One Health’ approach, for the prevention and early

detection of future pandemics, and to holistically improve health
and wellbeing:

« Ensure a multisectoral, multidisciplinary and integrated approach
to human, animal and environmental health, including antimicrobial
resistance, zoonotic diseases, vector ecology and management, food
security and nutrition, and WASH.

« Adopt a ‘health in all policies” approach, domestically and
internationally, to ensure coherence and that all sectors — such
as trade, agriculture, manufacturing, transport and energy — are
promoting and not compromising good health.

e Commit to combat climate change, reduce pollution and improve
environments, to strengthen the health of people and planet.

 Address the social and gender determinants of health, including
consideration of where we live, learn, work and play.

' As per the WHO recommended target.
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A transformative agenda for the G7
Climate and environment

The UK has the opportunity to issue a clear vision for how it

can capitalise on the opportunities of its G7 presidency, coinciding
with Italy's G20 presidency and their joint presidency of COP26,

to weave climate and environment as a ‘golden thread’ throughout
international action and cooperation in 2021. The G7 must deliver
tangible outcomes that will enable transformational results
across COP26 priority areas, including closing the gap to 1.5°C;
adaptation; loss and damage; nature-based solutions; and
climate finance.

Just as the world has come together and responded to the science to address
the Covid-19 emergency, so the G7 must tackle the climate and ecological
emergencies with the same science-led approach and level of urgency,
recognising that they pose the greatest threat to securing a sustainable,
inclusive and resilient future for all. Crucially, the G7 needs to prioritise the
integration of the Paris Agreement and SDGs into global recovery spending,
to ensure every penny is consistent with limiting global temperature rise to
1.5°C, adapting to climate change, and halting and reversing biodiversity loss
and nature’s decline.

We call on G7 leaders to recognise the interconnection between the

drivers of — and solutions to — poverty and inequality, climate change, and
environmental degradation. In this way, other recommendations in this
document relate to climate and environment, particularly economic recovery,
food security and nutrition, and health.
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Climate and environment

Recommendations

The UK government should use its position as president to lead
the G7 to:

© Lead the decarbonisation of the global economy in line with the
climate emergency:

« End investment from all G7 countries for all fossil fuels overseas,
following the UK's lead, and significantly scale-up support to lower-
income and more vulnerable countries to ensure renewable energy
access for all.

« Commit to present a roadmap by the first G7 Finance Ministers of
2022 of how they will phase out fossil fuel subsidies by 2025 at the
latest, including tax concessions, export credits, and all finance and
technical assistance provided through multilateral development
banks.

« Prioritise effective approaches of carbon pricing and implement
carbon border adjustment mechanisms.

« Take urgent action to reduce emissions from land use, through
the protection of carbon-rich ecosystems and the transition to
regenerative agricultural practices.

(2) Catalyse a global just transition for workers and their communities:

» Make Just Transition a standing priority of the G7 agenda, including
by promoting commitments that unlock the transition of all sectors
of the economy, so as to ensure a more sustainable, inclusive and
resilient future.

* Lead a global initiative to end the expansion of fossil fuels and
support a just transition for workers, communities, women, young
people, and Indigenous Peoples around the world.

© Deliver on financial obligations and act in solidarity with vulnerable

countries:

» Make climate finance, especially achieving 50% for adaptation, a key
priority for 2021, as well as committing to doubling national climate
finance for the post-2020 period, without compromising non-climate
ODA, and increasing finance for adaptation.

* Make a commitment to work urgently towards a post-2025 financial
goal, including a dedicated goal for adaptation, that is inclusive,
promotes gender equality, and meets the needs and aspirations of
the lowest-income and most vulnerable countries.

* Establish a new loss and damage finance window that is additional
to existing climate finance for adaptation and mitigation, and make
ambitious pledges to fund this window above and beyond existing
finance.

Halt and reverse biodiversity loss by 2030 - a prerequisite for
limiting global warming to 1.5°C, preventing mass extinctions, and
achieving social justice and human wellbeing for all:

« Call on all countries to sign the Leaders Pledge for Nature, join
the High Ambition Coalition for Nature, and then deliver on the
commitments outlined by both initiatives.

e Commit to delivering an ambitious and transformative Global
Biodiversity Framework at COP 15 of the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD), and to resourcing its implementation.
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A transformative agenda for the G7
Sustainable economic recovery

The full impact of Covid-19 on national and local economies and
livelihoods is yet to be realised. In the first half of 2020 alone, the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
reported a 49% drop in foreign direct investment and the World
Bank predicts a significant increase in extreme poverty.' Such
effects are especially felt by lower-income and highly indebted
countries, without the fiscal space to fund recovery.

Informal workers, women, children, young people, people with disabilities,
ethnic minorities and other excluded groups are disproportionately affected.
YIBuilding back better from the pandemic will require a rigorous focus on
addressing structural inequalities, putting gender equality and the most
marginalised people at the centre of recovery efforts.

Countries already struggling to manage the economic fallout of the pandemic
are having to borrow more to afford Covid-19 vaccination programmes, with
prices kept artificially high through monopoly protections. Responding to
increasingly urgent global calls for debt relief and universal, publicly funded
social protection would help build resilience, increase equality and economic
empowerment, reduce child labour, and secure decent work and livelihoods
for all.vi

Most of the causes of international economic inequalities pre-existed the
pandemic, although many have been exacerbated by it. We have already seen
trillions of US dollars allocated for Covid recovery packages, the majority
in industrialised countries. We have to address the ongoing injustices of
the global economic system, and their painful historical legacy grounded in
colonialism and exploitation, if we hope to withstand similar crises in the
future. The world's richest countries can shape a recovery that centres on
resilience, decent work for all, and the livelihoods of the most marginalised
— commitments we hope to see included in the G7 Leaders’ Declaration. All
recovery spending should support a global just transition (in line with our
recommendations on climate and environment).
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Sustainable economic recovery

Recommendations

The UK should ensure the G7’s plans for building back better
and global economic recovery deliver lasting, systemic change
and focus on tackling structural inequalities:

© Createa comprehensive system to cancel global external debt to
a level consistent with sustainable development across private,
multilateral and bilateral creditors:

- Agree immediate legal changes to ensure private lenders are
included in international debt cancellation initiatives.

- Implement development approaches that allocate aid according
to need, in line with recommendations from the Equitable Access
Initiative," to ensure policy making considers countries' fiscal space,
debt burdens and domestic capacity when allocating finances.

« Ensure all future loans are fully transparent and help build socially
and environmentally healthy and just economies that can meet their
Paris Agreement targets.

@ Secure a G7 leaders’ commitment to support publicly funded,
actionable, universal social protection, specifically proposals for a
Global Fund for Social Protection:*

« Commit additional finance for and expand provision of fully
accessible, child-sensitive, disability-inclusive and gender-
responsive social protection programmes, focused on those whose
livelihoods have been most affected by the Covid-19 pandemic, as
well as the most vulnerable and discriminated against people.?

« Align humanitarian cash support with national protection systems, to

reach those most at risk of exclusion.

2 Particularly informal workers, small and micro enterprises, women, children, young people, people with disabilities, migrants,
refugees, displaced people, minority groups and people living in fragile and conflict-affected states.

9 Commit to invest at least 2% of domestic national income in the care

economy:

* Provide public funding to ensure universal access to health care,
childcare, eldercare, care for people with disabilities, and quality
education.

« Promote decent work by ensuring care workers are paid a living
wage.*

(4] Support fair, sustainable trade policies and practices:

- Commit to the reinvention of the World Trade Organisation (WTO)
as a multilateral forum focused on aligning trade rules to other
international standards, especially the SDGs and Paris Agreement,
and addressing the longstanding concerns of low- and middle-
income countries, particularly regarding food and agricultural trade
policies.

- Ratify, fund and enforce International Labour Organization (ILO)
conventions on collective bargaining, freedom of association and
eliminating child labour, Convention 190 on the elimination of
violence and harassment in the world of work, and the Palermo
Protocol on trafficking in persons, throughout G7 supply chains.®

« Protect the policy space of governments to deliver a sustainable,
inclusive, equitable, resilient economic recovery, by excluding critical
public services, such as health, education, early childcare and WASH,
from trade deals.
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A transformative agenda for the G7
Open societies and civic space

Civil society, human rights, democracy and the rule of law were
under pressure prior to Covid-19.5 The pandemic has exacerbated
trends like rising authoritarianism, corruption, securitisation,
discrimination and political instability. It has also demonstrated
the importance of information and communication technologies

in daily life, forcing our dependence on online platforms to access
essential services and exercise freedom of peaceful assembly and
association. Protecting civic space, tackling corruption, improving
access to trusted information, and greater support for human
rights defenders, environmental activists, journalists, election
management bodies, judiciaries and CSOs - online and offline — are
critical to building back better and achieving SDG 16.%i

Many governments have used Covid-19 as a pretext to introduce or expand
emergency- or security-related laws and regulations that restrict freedom of
assembly, association, participation, expression and access to information.x"
This includes online restraints to prevent and limit organising and protest
through illegal internet shutdowns, social media restrictions and other limits
to activism. Sixty-seven countries and eight territories have postponed
electoral events, creating disturbances and uncertainties that undermine
consolidated and newer democracies.

Attacks on human rights defenders (HRDs), environmental campaigners,

civil society activists and journalists are increasing globally. In one year,156
journalists® and 304 HRDs were killed worldwide, many with impunity.* HRDs
are also experience surveillance, criminalisation, stigmatisation, physical
attacks and kidnapping, especially women, LGBTI+ people, and those from
minority groups. Many governments have adopted restrictive laws or teamed
up with private actors to quell climate activism and target environmental
defenders, organisations and movements.*i

Global corruption undercuts democracy and sustainable development,
damages trust in public institutions, breeds instability and conflict, and risks
siphoning away much-needed resources during a global pandemic. The
global nature of corruption requires coherent global action from the G7.
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Open societies and civic space

Recommendations

In line with its stated intention to use the G7 to focus on open
societies, we call on the UK government to:

© Promote and protect global civil society space:

* Issue a statement and support actions that hold to account
governments that take advantage of Covid-19, including through
excessive emergency and security-related measures to restrict
civil society space, increase surveillance on and target political
opponents, civil society and the media, disrupt electoral processes,
shut down, throttle or block the internet, and limit human rights
and civic freedoms, going well beyond legitimate, proportionate and
necessary measures under international human rights law.

Use diplomatic channels to encourage governments to hold credible
elections, protect rights to freedom of assembly, association,
participation, expression, opinion and access to information online
and offline, address digital divides, and place civil society at the heart
of aninclusive and sustainable Covid-19 recovery.

3 This includes women's rights defenders, child human rights defenders, campaigners for racial justice, environmental defenders, anti-
corruption and right to information campaigners, LGBTQl+ activists, disability activists and those defending rights of indigenous people

and minority ethnic and religious groups.

“ Especially disabled people’s organisations and associations, networks and organisations working to promote women's rights,
children’s rights, racial justice, LGBTQI+ people, indigenous people’s rights, environmental protection, access to information,
transparency and anti-corruption, and democratisation.

@ Ensure human rights defenders, environmental campaigners,

civil society activists, whistleblowers and journalists at risk® have
access to rapid response, individual and collective preventative and
protection mechanisms at the national level, close to where they are
being attacked and threatened:

* Prioritise funding for emergency protection mechanisms and
champion the development and strengthening of regional- and
national-level 'basket funds’ for emergency protection grants, to
which international embassies can contribute.

* Provide CSOs under pressure” with access to sufficient and flexible
core funding that enables them to respond to increasing pressures
and restrictions, and keep their employees and volunteers safe from
harm.

Embed integrity in international recovery efforts, by prioritising
tackling global flows of stolen wealth:

» Use the G7 — as well as the United Nations General Assembly Special
Session (UNGASS) in June 2021 - to maintain and advance the
UK's coordinating role on corporate, extractives and procurement
transparency, and lead by example through effective domestic
reforms.

* Place a renewed emphasis on tackling corruption in democratic and
electoral processes (through political finance) and support election
management and judicial bodies, independent oversight bodies and
CSOs to tackle corruption, maintain democratic integrity, ensure
digital rights and freedoms, safeguard voting rights, and ensure
widespread participation.

10
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Education

Education is in crisis and the future of the world’'s most
marginalised children is in jeopardy. The Covid-19 pandemic
pushed more than 1 billion learners out of school at its peak.
School closures challenged the realisation of the right to
education for over 90% of young people. Millions of children risk
never returning to school by the time the pandemic has passed,
including up to 20 million girls.*

The Covid-19 crisis has only added to the existing challenges holding back
achievement of SDG 4, including poverty, conflict, the climate crisis, violence
and discrimination. Even before the pandemic, one in five children and young
people were out of education, including 130 million girls.* For girls, the risk
of never returning to school is drastically heightened, as they are more likely
to take on extra burdens of care, or be forced into early marriage or domestic
servitude to shoulder the economic burden arising from the pandemic.

The most marginalised children are bearing the brunt of the pandemic. In
2020, four out of five children reported that they felt they were learning little
or nothing while out of school, with girls, displaced children and those living

in low-income households most likely to report learning nothing at all.* This
lost learning has huge economic ramifications, with the World Bank predicting
an $872 reduction in annual earnings for today’s primary and secondary-aged
children, totalling a long-term economic loss of up to $10 trillion.

Education is both a human right and plays an instrumental role in economic
growth, community health, stability, and climate resilience. Given this crucial
role, the G7 must ensure quality, inclusive and equitable education for every
child, underpinned by strong platforms for youth engagement. Education,

in particular for girls, has been a pillar of the development agenda across
recent G7 meetings, which we hope will set the stage for life-changing
commitments from every G7 country. The UK must lead these efforts and
build on the strong reputation of the G7, with a renewed sense of urgency in
the Covid-19 context.
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To meaningfully implement its commitment to international
education, in particular for girls, the UK should launch a five-
year girls’ education initiative to deliver a holistic systems
approach to education. This should include financing the
meaningful participation of girl-led groups and youth activists,
ensuring accessible information and opportunities to participate
in global decision-making processes, including the G7 itself. The
initiative should cover the following areas:

Get SDG 4 back on track:

Prioritise girls’ education to prevent lost learning during Covid-19, by
addressing the gendered impacts of the pandemic, developing and
financing catch-up plans, and accelerating efforts to close the digital
divide.

Provide full financial support to address and meet all elements of the
girls” education initiative inclusively and equitably, with a progressive
commitment to 15% of ODA going to education by 2025.

Directly fund programmes designed to ensure 40 million more
primary- and secondary-school-age girls in lower and lower-middle
income countries are in school and learning, and 20 million more
girls are achieving foundational literacy, with a focus on the most
marginalised in every programme.

Reach every learner:

Prioritise legal and policy protections that address the structural
barriers that prevent girls from accessing and completing education,
including poverty and inequality, teenage pregnancy, child marriage,
unpaid domestic work, and high rates of violence against girls in
schools and communities.

Develop, fund and implement policies and programmes that create
safe learning environments, end school-related gender-based
violence (SRGBV), embed comprehensive sexual and reproductive
health and rights (SRHR) for girls, boys and all children in the
curriculum, and develop strong female teaching workforces.

Strengthen inclusive education programming to reach all children,
including girls, through adopting sub-targets focusing on disability,
developing an agreed method of tracking ODA spending for inclusion,
monitoring progress through data disaggregation, and recommitting
to the full delivery of SDG 4 for every child.

Build resilient systems:

Ensure every girl receives gender-transformative learning on climate
and environmental issues as a key climate change strategy in
Nationally Determined Contributions.

Invest in girls” education and skills through climate financing
and systems strengthening to increase resilience and minimise
disruption.

Implement fully the commitments made in the Charlevoix
Declaration, including: ensuring 50% of international development
financing is spent in conflict-affected and fragile states; designing
Education in Emergencies funding to achieve learning outcomes for
girls, boys and all children equally; and investing in research, and
monitoring and communicating progress towards these outcomes.

12
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A transformative agenda for the G7
Food security and nutrition

Food insecurity and malnutrition are driven by poverty, climate
change, conflict, poor governance, and inequality. These drivers
are exacerbated by the Covid-19 pandemic and are hindering the
G7's commitment to lift 500 million people in low-income and
vulnerable countries out of hunger and malnutrition by 2030.

Globally, one in nine people are hungry or undernourished, while one in three
live with overweight or obesity. Dietary risk factors contribute to more deaths
than any other risk factor, with malnutrition linked to almost half of all child
deaths. Levels of hunger have been increasing since 2015.1n 2019, 135
million people experienced food insecurity.*" This is now predicted to almost
double to 265 million.*

Urgent action is needed to avoid catastrophic loss of life. More than 30 million
people in 36 countries face emergency levels of acute food insecurity, the last
warning before famine.* The cost of providing a daily single meal for one
year to such people is approximately $5 billion. The majority are in conflict-
affected and fragile areas, meaning funding must be coupled with strong
diplomatic efforts to support humanitarian access and uphold International
Humanitarian Law. The proposed establishment of a Famine Prevention and
Humanitarian Crises Panel is a welcome step.

A longer-term approach that addresses systemic inequalities is also needed
to build resilience and improve global nutrition. Good nutrition underpins at
least 12 of the SDGs. Yet almost 3 billion people could not access a healthy
diet in 2020. People with disabilities, women, adolescent girls, children and
infants are some of those most affected. Other marginalised groups that are
particularly affected include displaced people, indigenous people, the urban
extreme poor and smallholder farmers.

The G7 is the first of many significant moments this year, including COP26,
the Food Systems Summit and the Nutrition for Growth Summit. The G7 must
start addressing immediate needs while tackling root causes and building a
fairer and more sustainable food system for future generations.

13
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Food security and nutrition

Recommendations
The UK government should use the G7 presidency to:

@ Lead global efforts to prevent food and nutrition crises and ensure
an effective humanitarian response:

+ Mobilise at least $5 billion for comprehensive famine prevention and
relief to reach 30 million people at greatest risk.

 Lead diplomatic efforts to prevent humanitarian situations
deteriorating, ensure humanitarian access, and hold actors
accountable for violations of International Humanitarian Law.

« Drive collaboration on the treatment and prevention of malnutrition
as part of food security responses, including prioritising primary
nutrition services in at-risk areas.

(2) Catalyse a system-wide shift to preparedness and anticipatory
action that delivers rapid, flexible funding and support where it is
most needed:

« Significantly scale-up evidence-based and locally-led early warning
systems that link risk analysis with pre-agreed plans for early action,
backed by pre-arranged financing.

 Ensure the widespread availability of climate risk insurance,
inclusive social protection, livelihoods support and cash assistance
before the onset of crisis, particularly to the most marginalised
groups.

© Committo preventing and treating undernutrition, diet-related

chronic disease and nutrient deficiencies, and prioritising access to
nutritious food:

* Integrate nutrition into prevention and treatment strategies in health
systems, so essential nutrition services are available to all, especially
people with medical conditions associated with underweight, obesity
or overweight.

 Implement the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD)'s nutrition policy marker to allow better
progress tracking on all global nutrition targets, including funding
to programmes that directly target reducing malnutrition (such as
stunting-, wasting- and diet-related non-communicable diseases).

» Mobilise G7 members to make ambitious financial commitments at
the Nutrition for Growth Summit.

O Accelerate efforts to build sustainable, nutritious, equitable food

systems:

« Ensure an increased proportion of funds reaches local organisations,
through initiatives such as the Global Agriculture and Food Security
Programme.

 Support smallholder farmers, particularly women and indigenous
people, to build resilience to climate change by investing in local
adaptation, agroecology, crop diversification, and strengthening local
markets to cope with shocks.

« Amplify calls for more sustainable, nutritious and resilient food
systems at the Food Systems Summit and COP26, ensuring the
meaningful involvement of local communities and organisations in
decision making.

14
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A transformative agenda for the G7
Conflict and atrocity prevention

The consequences of neglecting conflict prevention and civilian
protection during the pandemic will have long-term effects into the
next decade. The International Rescue Committee (IRC) predicts
another heightened emergency given that existing humanitarian
needs were already extremely high before Covid-19.>"i Conflict-
affected populations will become even more vulnerable.

Climate-related issues contribute to many conflicts. Reliance on agricultural
systems that are fast becoming defunct, loss of livelihoods, resource
scarcity and climate-related migration increase the fragility of communities
and states, resulting in violence. A complex emergency is unfolding, with
the climate change, prolific conflict and Covid-19 crises intersecting and
intensifying.

Conflict is still one of the biggest drivers of migration and refugee flows.
According to the UN Refugee Agency, there are more than 79 million refugees
and internally displaced people, the largest figure ever recorded. More than
two thirds of the world’s refugees come from just four fragile and conflict-
affected states (Syria, Venezuela, Afghanistan and South Sudan). The failure
to respond to the refugee crisis risks more conflict, triggering further refugee
flows and creating a cyclical problem with no clear end in sight. The cost to
future generations is even more alarming. At the beginning of 2020, 60% of
all displaced people were children, who risk losing out on education during
and following Covid-19 i

Our recommendations focus on the diplomatic and economic interventions
where G7 countries can have the most meaningful impact to de-escalate
current conflict and nurture peaceful societies.

15
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In line with the UK's intention to use the G7 to prioritise
human security and build peaceful societies, we call on the UK
government to encourage G7 leaders to:

Promote investment and cooperation in long-term peacebuilding
and stability initiatives:

Invest in initiatives, in partnership with local peacebuilders, that
include conflict, natural disaster and atrocity early warning systems
to trigger earlier action, supporting mediation experts.

Earmark defence expenditures to enable contributions to collective
preventive and protective action in peacekeeping and peace
enforcement operations.

Ensure funding models are flexible to respond to rapidly evolving
conflict settings, while not forgetting concerted action on legacy
conflicts (for example, Syria and Afghanistan).

Implement and resource national civilian protection strategies that
work cross-government to ensure policy coherence across foreign,
defence, trade and aid agendas, provide accountability mechanisms
for protecting civilians living in conflict, and stick to the letter and
the spirit of the 1951 UN Refugee Convention.** As part of this, the
G7 should commit to pursue a gender- and child-sensitive approach
for all conflicts:

Unequivocally and consistently condemn gender-based violence and
invest in initiatives that prevent sexual violence.

Work together to fully implement UN Security Council Resolution
1325 on Women, Peace and Security, and promote investment and
cooperation in implementing UN Security Council Resolution 2250 on
Youth, Peace and Security.

Commit to developing clear sanctions, counter-terrorism and
counter-terrorism financing policies that safeguard civic space
and allow unimpeded humanitarian work in line with International
Human Rights and Humanitarian Law, as well as peacebuilding
efforts that tackle the root causes of violence:

Incorporate legal safeguards for human rights and civic freedoms
and exemptions and/or general licenses for humanitarian work
and peace-support efforts into all relevant UN Security Council
resolutions and domestic legislation.

Provide political leadership to multilateral stakeholder dialogues
addressing the negative impacts of sanctions, counter-terrorism and
counter-terrorism financing measures on civic space, humanitarian
and peacebuilding action, and pursue shared approaches to
managing risks, while delivering support in complex conflict
contexts.

Through the UK's membership in the UN Security Council and the
upcoming review of the Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, invest in
efforts to include stronger protections on human rights, civic space,
gender and humanitarian space, and ensure civil society voices have
opportunities for meaningful participation in the review process.

Take urgent action on some of the most pressing crises today,
particularly in Yemen, the world’s worst humanitarian crisis:

Pursue bilateral and multilateral diplomacy to pressure conflict
parties to return to a fully inclusive peace process.

Prioritise funding the Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan, which at
its last review remained only 50% funded.
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1. 2020 &£ 11 A DAC High Level Meeting S 2= H5

19. DAC members value open, democratic and inclusive societies. We will continue to use our
development co-operation to support democracy, the rule of law and human rights, including freedom
of expression and peaceful assembly and association, as essential elements of sustainable development
for any society. We believe that citizens, including through social movements and CSOs must be free
to hold their governments to account and contribute to decision-making to make progress towards
sustainable development. We will continue our DAC—CSO Dialogue. We commit to redoubling efforts
on how DAC members and CSOs can work together more effectively to respond to the multiple
challenges caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, promote an enabling environment and support progress
toward the SDGs, including through more locally led and owned action. To this end, we commit to

developing a new DAC policy instrument on enabling civil society. (574 @ 51 &)

Instrument: EE E7/2 1304 XV 2, B HICT 20 EFIEBPLETH %28, MERITDFHWE
F 7L DAC INWE D

2. Instrument IZA Y Z 5 7 RAE (IRIE KL OECD, Development Assistance Committee Members
and Civil Society, April 2020.
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2) EHIFEMD N— T F—, HEDHHFET 7 £ —(development actors in their own right) D ] /5
L LTD CSO ~D&EELIE
O Core Support, Programme-based support 7 &
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