Sustainable Development Goal 4

Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all

Circumstances and challenges of global education: The Learning Crisis
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What is education cooperation?

Approximately 260 million children of primary and secondary school age around the world are unable to go to school.
Further, the World Bank seriously warns of a learning crisis, as a large number of children learn very little, even though
they go to school.Many young people in developing countries have not had the opportunity to attend school or receive
job training, and therefore are unable to land a job. Providing education and job opportunities to young people is
therefore currently an urgent issue. As society continues to change dramatically due to globalization, it is also necessary
to assist higher education institutions in training personnel capable of solving future challenges.

The Sustainable Development Goal 4 (Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong
learning opportunities for all) is designed to improve this situation. In order to achieve SDG4, the international
community decided on the Education 2030 Framework for action in 2015. Japan is also under pressure to boost
assistance on education to developing nations.

Address by Prime Minister Abe at the 74th Session of the UN General Assembly (UNGA 74)

In an address at the United Nations General Assembly made in September 2019, Prime Minister Abe stated
Japan’s contribution in the area of education as follows:

“..+it (Japan) values education, for the country's primary objective is to foster the power of individuals, one by
one. To continue to do so has been and still is the very essence of what Japan can contribute to the rest of the
world. [--+]

Now, it was this past March that Malala Yousafzai was in Tokyo. She looked me right in the eye and said, ‘As
many as 100 million girls lack the skills they need to have a good command of modern technology, for they don't
undergo a minimum education of 12 years.” She says that if all girls completed
secondary school, they could add up to 30 trillion US dollars to the global
economy. | invited Malala to Japan before the G20 Osaka Summit [ would
chair in June, hoping to highlight policies that empower women and girls. If
women were able to demonstrate the potential they hold, the world would
sparkle that much more. But that is an obvious truth, isn't it? In Japan, where
the labour participation rate for women has seen a marked rise, we are
witnessing that self-evident fact on a daily basis. I am delighted that we were
able to capture what Malala advocates for in both the G20 Leaders’ Declaration
and another outcome document in the annex. We pledged to ‘promote inclusive
quality education for all girls and women.’ Japan wishes to run at all times at
the very front of the pack with respect to these efforts. [---]”

Photo credit: Cabinet Public Relations Office

Japan’s efforts

Human security

Japan attaches great importance to both nation-building and human resource development and has
been prioritizing education cooperation as one of the essential sectors for achieving human security*.

*Human security: A concept that focuses on each and every individual through protection of individuals from serious and wide ranging threats to their survival,
daily lives, and dignity and empowerment of people for sustainable self-reliance and community building, so that all people can reach their full potential.

Learning strategies for peace and growth

In 2015, the Japanese government announced a policy entitled “Learning strategies for peace and growth,”
which emphasizes the following points.
1) Educational cooperation to achieve inclusive, equitable and quality learning
2) Educational cooperation for industrial, science and technology human resource development
and sustainable socio-economic development
3) Establishment and expansion of global and regional networks for educational cooperation

G20 Initiative on Human Capital Investment for Sustainable Development

In 2019, Japan, as G20 Presidency, consolidated “the G20 Initiative on Human Capital Investment
for Sustainable Development.” The G20 Osaka Leaders’ Declaration reaffirmed their commitment
to invest in human capital and promote inclusive and equitable quality education for all.

1 Quality education for achieving sustainable growth
(Emphasis on the importance of Early Childhood Development (ECD), addressing the learning crisis, Education for Sustainable Development (ESD), etc.) G 2
2 Education for creating innovation 2 01 9

(Education in science, technology, engineering mathematics (STEM), technical and vocational education and training (TVET), etc.) J A P A N

3 Education for resilient and inclusive future

(Inclusive education for girls, women and people with disabilities, and education in emergencies such as conflicts or disasters.)

—Japan announced “Education x Innovation” Initiative for a Sustainable Future.
Japan will provide at least 9 million children and young people with education for innovation

and education by innovation over the 3 years from 2019 to 2021.

In 2019, at the Seventh Tokyo International
Conference on African Development (TICAD7),
Japan announced its contribution in the area
of education, such as expanding science and
mathematics education, improving learning
environments, training highly skilled people in
science, technology and innovation, providing
YOKOHAMA capacity building on combatting gender-based
9 violence, and promoting exchange among
youth and students.




Japan’s Education Cooperation

Quality education for achieving sustainable growth Education for resilient and inclusive future

Improving the learning process

School for All Project

@®Implemented in Niger, Senegal, Burkina Faso, Mali, Madagascar,
Cote d'Ivoire, and other countries since 2004
@Collaboration and information-sharing among communities, governments,
and schools results in higher school attendance, improvement in children’s
reading and math skills, as well as nutrition/health and hygiene status.
@®National level scale-up in partnership with the World Bank and the
Global Partnership for Education (GPE).

©JICA

Egypt-Japan Education Partnership (EJEP)

@ Assistance in the area of education including early childhood, basic, technical

and higher education, as well as scientific research, technology and innovation
@Increasing the number of Egyptian students and trainees dispatched to Japan
@Introducing the Japanese-style education in Egypt (Tokkatsu or special activities, etc.)
©®Moving ahead with the Egypt-Japan University of Science and Technology(E-JUST)
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©JICA / Tatsuya Mitsuishi

The Project for Strengthening Teacher’s Ability " Py 'x'g #

and Reasonable Treatments for Children
with Disabilities (Mongolia)

Providing developmental support and educational services

in accordance with each child’s needs

Conducting in-service teacher trainings to utilize

the know-how of special schools

Utilization of the Maternal and Child Health Handbook

and introduction of 18-month health checkup

Advancing Quality Alternative l.earning in:Pakistan

Providing quality educational opportunities for children and
young people who missed out on schooling.

In addition to imparting literacy skills, facilitate acquisition
of life skills such as health education, nutrition improvement,

family budgeting and more, with a view to promoting women’s and girls’
active roles in the community.

©JICA

Assistance on Primary Education for creating innovation

Education in Myanmar

OFirst textbook revision after transition from
military rule to democratic government

@Ten textbooks developed through collaboration
with Japanese experts including those from a
Japanese textbook company

@Providing know-how on how to make textbooks to give
students the skills they need for the 21st century in Myanmar

Industrial Human Resources Development Project (Thailand)

During Japan-ASEAN summit meeting in November 2018, Japan launched the “Industry Human Resources
Development Cooperation Initiative 2.0” supporting industrial human resource development of approximately
80,000 people in the Asian region over a period of five years.

To introduce and deliver Japan’s unique KOSEN education, Japan assists establishment and operation of
Thai KOSEN schools for promoting industrial human resources development in Thailand.

Bilateral Official Development Assistance in the education sector

©KOSEN-KMITL

900.00
B Other (education level unspecified)

W Higher education & advanced technical

Jomo Kenyatta University of 675.00
Agriculture and Technology (Kenya)

and managerial training

M Vocational training
450.00
B Secondary education

Japan has provided support since its establishment in 1981,
since then becoming a top Kenyan agricultural university
In the framework of the Pan African University,

the institution has partnered with Japan, becoming a

major university in East Africa and a center for science 0.00

W Basic life skills for youth and adults
225.00
B Primary education

- - — MEarly childhood education

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

and technological innovation.

Commitment base/unit: Million U.S. dollars
Data based on DAC_CRS statistical categorization.
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Japan’s Education Cooperation

(Assistance through cooperation with various partners) Japanese NGO projects ~
In order to achieve the SDGs, it is increasingly important that a variety of development partners . . . L .
collaborate to provide aid in an efficient manner. In addition to assistance implemented by JICA, Japan Education assistance to developing countries is also provided through Japanese NGOs.
also works with international and regional organizations that play a key role in education, including . e, Knk® {ect tifled “P " 11's education th h
. or example, KnK’s project title romoting girl’s education throug
UNICEF, UNESCO, and GPE, to produce more effective results. Improved Learning Environment in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province”,
(Grant Assistance for Japanese NGOs) addressed numerous issues such as
. discrepancies in access to basic education between boys and girls, as well
A SS18 ta nce thro u gh UNI C E F as poor educational environment such as deteriorating school buildings and
Exarnple: Child—Friendly Schools in Liberia e\.zen open-air C’las'srooms. The project constructed ele'rnentary 'and Junlf)r
high school buildings and secured access to education for girls not in
’ F2 3 = ® In 2010, primary school buildings in Liberia were in poor condition, school; provided training for teachers, parents, guardians and students;
- Fofeﬁmﬁn'ﬂ:gm::{rjznool DA lacking basic learning equipment such as chairs and desks as well as conducted awareness campaigns in the area, and helped build a system of
: i fodriea » p teachers and classrooms. Even the number of children in school was small. collaboration between education authorities and schools. All of these
- : : The Japanese government provided 772 million JPY to give access to i e e utdbor st sl they watt 1n1t1at1v§s helped 1n'1p¥ove girls attt?ndance .and spre'ad public education in
L « &4 cducation to some 23,000 children. The construction of 30 new schools for a new school building the region. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs considers Japanese NGOs
5 and renovation/expansion of 60 existing schools increased access to extending development cooperation with a human face to be key partners
education. ©KnK in the development cooperation.
N _J

Aid provided by JICA N

Case Study example: El Salvador prOjeCt (Improvement of Mathematics Teaching in Primary and Secondary Education)

©UNICEF Liberia/2015/A.Jallanz

Nation-building and

Assistance through UNESCO

Example: Promoting Gender-Responsive human I'GSOUI'CG-bUﬂdng
STEAM Education through

Teacher Training in SubSaharan Afiica—— through assistance

“Project for the Improvement of Mathematics Teaching in Primary and
Secondary Education” entailed the development of mathematics
textbooks (primary through secondary school), teacher’s guidebooks,
and practice books. The second-year primary school children using
these textbooks for approximately one year improved 11% in
comparison to those who did not.

At present, the materials are used at primary and secondary schools

1

around the nation. Observations from teachers on site include: “The
kids are more passionate about learning,” and “This is an all-inclusive

in the area of education

initiative providing educational opportunities to children across the

A country, regardless of their social and economic background.”
oJ1

©UNESCO

Assistance through GPE
Example: Educational Assistance
for Refugee Children in Bangladesh
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A girl smiles holding a UNICEF bag distributed as a part of education Elementary and junior high school math improvement project The Project for Expansion of Lower Secondary Schools in Phnom Penh (Cambodia)
and child protection response to the Malian refugee crisis in Burkina Faso, (El Salvador) Helping to boost the percentage of girls attending secondary school by creating
funded by the Japanese government. Math textbooks that are easy for teachers to teach and for students to study a safe-and-secure educational environment
©GPE/Chantal Rigaud ©UNICEF Burkina Faso/2014/Sarkokzi ©JICA ©JICA



