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Maternal campalgn gets J apanese aid

A, @ Death of women, newborns can be avoided if there is skilled care

SHIKANDA KAWANGA
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@ Death of women, newborns can be avoided if there is skilled care

SHIKANDA KAWANGA
R BOUT 830
A waomen

die from
pregancy o

childbirrh

selated

complications globally every

day, World Health Organisation
2016 statistics say.

Of'these deaths, 99 percent
oceur in developing counines
and the prevalence is higher
among women living in rural
dreas and poorer cammunitics.

More than half of these
dealls ocour
h-Saharan
2 and elmost

one-third occur
in South Asia
More [hin half of
maternal deaths
oceur in fragile
and humanitarian
settings,

The deaths
of women.and
newbarn babies

could be 4vor nl‘..l if

f II\IHIIL and
after childbirth
The targel
under S
Development Goal (SDG)
number three 15 10 reduce the
global maternal mastality ratio
ta less than 70 per 100, 000,
hirths, with no counrry hay(pgea
maternn! mortality rate of mote

than twice the global ayer

Loy hits joined the ¢
of the world in providing
prmatve serion towards

SDG and the
for Women's,
o Adolesents

achieving (he
Cilobal St
Children®

cath e
4l e
oF i

Most maternal
preyentiuble, as Ny
solutiony 1o preve

i pregnaneyy,
e daring childbinly.

> and support by the

s pirer chaldbirmn Without

deaths

1135 for this reason that
he Japancse government lias
signed s Ko 8 milllon grant
with Zambis through Japuncse
Organisation for Intermational
Cooperation In Family Planning
(JOICFP) to promote womern's
health in three districts on the
Capperbelt Province.

Fhe three-year project will,
undor phase one, benefit women
and ¢hildren in Mpongwe,
Masaiti and Lutwanyama
districts

Ths s in consideration that
matema! und oewbarn health are
closely linked

Mr Hidenobu said part of
the funds will go towards
the development of one-
stop service facilities,
which include a mothers’
shelter, youth centre,
training of safe motherhood
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peer educators,

Japanese Ambassidor to
Zambia Hidenobu Sobashima
sald the project will improve
access (o health services for
women and children in threo
districts

*Thits (5 the first 2018 project
In Zambiy that the Japanese
government has embarked on.
These grants were introdiced
2002 und so far, 28 projects have
been implemented,” he said

Mr Hideaobu said part of
the funifs will 20 fowards the
eyelopatent of ane-stop service
tucilifies, which include i
mothers” shelrer, youtly eentre,
rnining ol safe motherhuod
ine. me woll nd ey

wwhivm

educutors

*These funds will also cover
the renoyation of gxisting
rural Hesi il centres and

GO VY v

Japan wants 10 see the project
contributing (0 the achicvement
of universal health coverage in
Zambin

“We believe that for
Zambia to continue achieving
development in o sustainable
manner, strengthening of the
health sector is important,” e
said

Matemal morality rate
in Zambia stands at 394 p
100,000 live births (2013
This indicates a reduiction of
maternul desihs from 591 per
100,000 live births as recorded
n 2007, Government has
commutted itsolf to recduce
tnaternal mortality 1o
70 per 100,000 live
births by 2030.

UNICEF data
indicates that the
major causes of
maternal deaths in
Zambia nre home
deliveries, poar care
of pregnancy and
limited access fo
health care in rural
arcas

About 33 percent
-)l mothers i
mbit, UNICEF
says, give birth

at home while 47

percent of births
ure attended by skilled health
wurkers at health institutions.

JOICFP family planning
director Amane Fumabushi said
there is peed for more work to
be done o curh nraternal deatha

JOICFP has beett providing
reproductive health services in
Zambia in collaboration with
Planned Parenthood Associntion
of Zambia (PPAZ)

Ms Funabashi said the
previgus project suceesstully
ended in December last year

The projeet helped to
strengthen linkages between
thee community and the clinics
in as for a5 increasing Access
ta maternal and ehild health
nformation Was concemed

Mzaza Nihele, chinieal
care director in the Minisiry
of Health, commended the
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family
matamnl and ehlld health in Mpongwe, Masaiti and Lufwanyama dlnrlcu.

o improve materoul and
neonatal health in other
districts of the country:

Dr Nthele said the Seventh
Nutional Development Plan
which was launched last year
and is in line with the Vision
2030, dims 10 mike Zimbis
achieve universal freslth
coveruge

He said toachicve universal
heaith cavernue thére & deed
to strengthen the prmary
heallheare system

The chnician further
s I Is ot passible e

Zambia withoul collaborating
with key stakeholders.

D Nihele said i the
previous years when similar
projecis were ymplemented,
Zambia was ahle to tmprove
nccess o health services in
target cammunities

Masairi distitet heslvh
director Davis Mwewa, who
spoke on behalf of the three
<nid the distriot

deatrices
adminisirations in Mpongwe,
Mosam and Lafwanyama will
support the project and work
chisely with the Japanese

*We ure grateful to the
Jupunese govermment 1or the
continued support whicls is in
line with the National Heaith
Strategic Plan for 201 7-
2021,." he sald

Dr Mwewa said previous
parinerships with the
Inpancse huve yielded
Inmessurable results in the
Lealth sector nnd he hoped
that Hye araiect would
improve the quality of healtl
caee delivery,

He said magor achieyements
Inchulde she construction

| (vight) after signing a K6.8 million grant for

equipment ut the theee tne
stop sites ln Mpongwe and
Masiili districts

TThe wvestiunl by the
people of Japan has ymproved
the guality of health seryvice
delivery. We are now
experiencing an jncrease
i the nunber of facilicy

veries and post-natal care

&6 hesaid

a ¢lear demonstrution of
positive behaviour change
that mny Be atributed i
community participntion and

for women and chxldren in lhree
‘districts,

Mt Hidenobu was speaking on
Fnday during the signing ceremony,

“This is the first 2018 project in
Zambia that the Japanese government
has embarked on. These grants were
introduced in 2002 and so far, 28
projects have been impl

renovation of exlst(ng rural health
centres and improve capacity of the
health personnel,” he said.

Mr Hidenobu said the project will
also contribute to achieving universal
health coverage in Zambia,

“We believe that for Zambia to
contmue achlevmg development in a

he said.

Mr Hidenobu said part of the funds
will go towards the development of
one-stop service facilities; which
include a mothers® shelter maternity,
youth centre, training of safe
motherhood action groups and peer
educators.

“These furids will ‘also cover the

the health secmns unpanant," hesmd

JOICFP programme manager
Amane Funabashi $aid there is need
for more work to be done in curbing
matemal mortalities,

Ms Funabashi said JOICFP has been
working in Zambia in collabération
with Planned Parenthood Association
of Zambia (PPAZ) for 30 years in

improving reproductive health;

“Adolescent reproductive bealth
will be strengthened in collaboration
with district education board to
ensure provision of effective sexual
reproductive health mformalmn Ms
Funabashi said.

.Muustry of Health clinical care
director Mzaza Nthele commended
the Japanese government and called for
more partnerships to imprové maternal
:hnd neonatal health in other districts of

e

Masaiti disn-ia health director Davis
Mwevwa said the district administration
will support the project and work
closely with the Japanese govémment
to ensure its success.
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le Lusaka
se
g THE Japanese government has signed
- a K6.8 million grant with Zambia
through. the Japanese Organisation
I’; for International Cooperation in
® Family Plannmg (JOICFP) to promote:
women’s health in three districts on the
. Copperbelt Province,
: The project, which will run for three
i years under phase one, will benefit
women' and children in Mpongwe,
2 Magaiti and Lufwanyama districts.
:l Japanese Ambassador to Zambia
‘g Hidenobu Sobashima said the project
'7 will improve access to health services
s
it
18 -]APANESEAmbwadar to Zambia Hidenobu som.smm (l ]
Y| Programme Manager Japanese Organisation for Internation:
e A:;m FunabnrM wmm Neele Mﬁ'am M) Davls. Mm (second
& | ceremonyo, mmouon of women's health thmughnut the Life Cycle at One Stop Service Site J: '
| in Zambla PHASE ONE between the Government uf]apan and Zambla worth US$685,167 at the
& Japanese Embassy yesterday. Picture by ROYD SIBAJENE/ZANIS ZE :
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Yoma Bridge built under the arrangement of Japanese Government was opened
The opening ceremony of Yoma Bridge between Inn Pat Lel Village and Bonetaw Village, in Kyauktaga Township, Bago
Region, that was built under the assistance of Japan’s Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Projects (GGP)
Scheme, was held on 12 May at 9:00am.

At first, Vice Chairman U Kyi Zin of Regional Parliament, Minister U Than Win for Industry, Electricity and
Transportation and Kyauktaga Township Member of Parliament U Khin Maung Oo delivered the opening remarks and Mr.
IWASE Keita, Second Secretary of Embassy of Japan, explained about the construction of the bridge.

Afterwards, Second Secretary of Embassy of Japan handed over the documents relating to Yoma Bridge construction to
Minister U Than Win for Industry, Electricity and Transportation and the gifts were given to the attendees. Then,
Kyauktaga Township Administrative Officer U Wai Maung delivered the words of thanks.

Minister U Than Win for Industry, Electricity and Transportation, Minisster Daw Naw Pwe Say for Kayin National Race
Affairs, Vice Chairman U Kyi Zin of Regional Parliament and the officials cut the ribbon and showered the fragrance on
the commemorative stone.

The said bridge was built with bole pile and concrete floor, over Itone Creek flowing between Inn Pat Lel Village and
Bonetaw Village in Kyauktaga Township and was implemented under Japan’s Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human

Security Projects (GGP) Scheme.

The length of the bridge is 60 meters, the width of vehicle lane is 3 meters, the width of walking way is 0.6 meters and the

load bearing is 6 tons.
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