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(Secretariat) c/o Africa Japan Forum
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Taito-ku, Tokyo 110-0015 Japan
TEL:81-3-3834-6902

FAX:81-3-3834-6903

e-mail: info.jcnt@gmail.com
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Request for Reconsideration of a visa denial to a civil society
participant of TICAD Meeting in Mozambique

Tokyo International Conference on African Development (TICAD), a multilateral initiative for African
development led by the government of Japan, has always had its door open for civil society, private sector,
and international organizations. The First TICAD VI Follow-up Ministerial Meeting is expected to be held
in Maputo, the capital of the Republic of Mozambique, from August 24-25, with diverse participation
including civil society, private sector, and international organizations, as well as African and other
governments, to ensure a multi-sectoral dialogue for African development.

Unfortunately, the opportunity for this multi-sectoral dialogue for African development is now at risk. On
10 August, The Embassy of the Republic of Mozambique in Tokyo has expressed that the government
will not issue its visa to Ms. Naoko Watanabe, South Africa Program Officer, Japan International
Volunteer Center (JVC). Until now, there has been no explanation for the decision denying her a visa.
This is the first case of a visa denial in the 24-year history of TICAD for a civil society applicant who wants
to participate in TICAD. We, Japan Citizen's Network for TICAD, express our deep concern regarding
this decision to deny Ms. Watanabe a visa.

JVC, a prominent Japanese civil society organization working for international cooperation, has been
working for community development in diverse countries and regions of the Global South. In the Republic
of South Africa, it has been working for capacity building of community health workers and supporting
community groups of people living with HIV/AIDS. These projects are based on human security and aim
to achieve SDGs in the region. Ms. Watanabe is an expert with many years of experience working on
projects in and for the region. It will be a great loss for the TICAD meeting that Ms. Watanabe, who is the
program officer working directly for these projects, will not be able to participate in the TICAD meeting,
which will be held in Southern African region for the first time in eight years after TICAD Ministerial
Meeting in Gaborone in 2009.

We, Japan Citizen's Network for TICAD, request the government of the Republic of Mozambique to
reconsider their decision and to issue a visa for Ms. Watanabe. We also request TICAD Co-organizers,
including the government of Japan, African Union Commission, UNDP, UNOSAA, and World Bank, to
request that the government of the hosting country to reconsider their decision. TICAD Co-organizers
should prevent such an exclusion of civil society participants for the future of TICAD. We believe that it is
necessary to keep the unique value of TICAD, which is an open and multi-sectoral initiative for African
development, under the principles of co-ownership and partnership.

Signatures (Alphabetical order)

1. Overseas CSOs: Civic Commission for Africa, African Network against llliteracy, Conflicts and Human
Rights Abuses (Cameroon), Development Diversity Services (Botswana), East African National Networks
of AIDS Service Organizations (Tanzania), Ligue Tunisienne pour la Défense des Droits de I'Homme
(Tunisia, Nobel Peace Prize Laureate) ONG-Diplomatie et Paix Internationales (Burkina Faso)

2. Japanese CSOs: Africa Japan Forum, Africa Rikai Project, CSO Network Japan, Japan National
Assembly of Disabled Peoples' International, Japan International volunteer Center (JVC), Japan NGO
Center for International Cooperation (JANIC), Japan Youth Platform for Sustainability, JOICFP, Little Bees
international, Oxfam Japan, Save the Children Japan, Women’s Forum Fish, and other 2 CSOs

Contact: Japan Citizen’s Network for TICAD (Focal Point: Masaki Inaba)
Phone: +81 3 3834 6902, E-mail: info.jcnt@gmail.com
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Peoples’ Declaration

The 39 Peoples’ Triangular Conference organized by theédNBroSavana Campaign on October 24
and 25, 2017, gathered around 200 people, amongpkasants, representatives of social movements,
non-governmental organizations, faith-based orgdioias, academics, students, activists, people of
good faith and members of the No to ProSavana Gagmgiem the three countries (Mozambique,
Brazil and Japan) with a view to profoundly and deratically reflect Mozambique's development
model.

The conference takes place in a context in whiehMmzambican government has prioritized the
development model based on the private sectoiicplary “"public-private partnerships”, which has
consequently led to the entry and implementationaocje national and foreign investments in
agriculture focused on agribusiness, mining anddgatbons in key development corridors.

We, the peoples connected by the No to ProSavamp#&ign and other participants, analyzed and
discussed the national conjuncture and verifieddlewing:

1. The prioritization and insistence on non-inclugiadicies and programs that do not respond to
the needs, challenges and will of the peasant.class

2. Massive private investment in agribusiness, witlpleasis on ProSavana, PEDEC, the New
Alliance for Food and Nutrition Security, the Nac#bgistics corridor development program
and the Sustenta program. These have as main fihmuslarge-scale production of
monocultures, mostly commodities to provide todkternal market.

3. The ongoing and proposed programs have promoteaasthef GMO seeds to the detriment of
native seeds and the peasant way of life.

4. Most projects are implemented in the territoriep@hsants that are justified and validated by
deficient and contested public consultatiofisey also devalue and disrespect the values and
cultural patrimonies (cemeteries and sacred pléacem| places) of the peoples.

5. Numerous cases of conflicts and land grabbing esaets' territories by large agribusiness
investments including ProSavaidese practices have led to the involuntary digprent of
peasants and rural communities.

6. Occurrence of threats by local authorities, coaptaind marginalization of peasants and
leaders of social movements who oppose ProSavana.

In light of the above findings, we, the peoplesMidzambique, Brazil and Japan present at this
Conference, demand and denounce:

1. We reject the model of exclusionary and discrinonatdevelopment based on the
agribusiness that is imposed on us, since it iedas the expansion and accumulation of
capital by large investors and is based on theyatazh of profit and not on the well- being of
the peoples.

2. We demand respect for the culture and knowledglesopeasant class.
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3. We demand a process of discussion and creatiopedsant agriculture plan, from the bottom
up, where the challenges, needs and expectatigresasants will have to be discussed and the
Plan formulated.

4. We demand that the government of Mozambique anpaitthers respect the Constitution of
the Republic and other laws in force in the country

5. We reiterate our position on the No to ProSavaoegriam and similar programs under way in
the six main development corridors, the model tiegyesent and the way in which they were
conceived and imposed on the Mozambican people.

6. Peasants and other participants refuse to impletherfroSavana program once again.

7. We encourage the Mozambican government to focugeasant-based agriculture, which is
the guarantor of food sovereignty, providing amotiger things like, incentives for peasants to
increase their production area, production andywrtdty with specific interventions such as
extension services, access to productive infrasires.

8. We reaffirm our determination to strengthen thétfigr the defense of our heritage, making it
the only way to guarantee food sovereignty.

9. We demand that the Mozambican government adoptieeland strategies that encourage and
support peasants to use their native seeds anditdain their local production systems.

10.We reject the intention of the Mozambican governmard cooperation partners (USAID,
Melinda & Bill Gate Foundation, RockFellers Foundatamong others) to introduce the use
of genetically modified seeds in Mozambique.

11.We encourage the government to scrupulously obgbe/d and Law and the Article 109,
paragraph 3 of the Constitution of the Republic ansure its implementation. In addition, we
repudiate the recent approval of the decree thatiges the revision of the Land Law to
accommodate capitalist interests.

12. As peoples, we will continue to fight for the contmgood, establish alliances of solidarity
with peoples of other nations, and collectivelycdss alternatives to the imposed development
model.

Finally, we extend our invitation and appeal tosaltial movements, civil society organizations,

rural communities and all citizens in general forbepad mobilization, engagement and

organization of a common front of resistance ts thodel of development on which is based on
agribusiness and to build the alternative modekdasn the well-being of people. As united

peoples, we will continue to be engaged in thetfigiminst inequalities, against all forms of

injustice and discrimination, as well as in theethsk of our rights and interests regarding acoess t
and control of land, native seeds, water, forests,property and cultural heritage and common
histories.

No to ProSavana!

Maputo October 25, 2017
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