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Citizens’ summit mulls Obama apology over slaying

Eric Johnston
STAFF WRITER
Yokkaichi Mie Pref.

Lower House member Ryoichi
Hattori of the Social Democrat-
ic Party said: “We have to think
about how to revise the U.S.

Questions about whether Statusof Forces Agreement (to
U.S. President Barack give Japan more legal au-
Obama should offer thority). And a lot of

an apology over attention will be on

the brutal mur- whether Obama
der of an Oki- will apologize to
nawa woman (Prime Minister
by an Ameri- Shinzo) Abe.”

can base work- Kenneth Frank-

lin Shinzato, a
32-year-old former

er were raised
Tuesday on the

final day of the Cit- U.S. Marine working at
izens' Ise Shima Sum- Kadena Air Base, has ad-
mit in Mie Prefecture. mitted murdering 20-year-old

Speaking on a global peace  Rina Shimabukuro and dump-

and security panel, former ingherbody, accordingtopolice.

.The -issue has inflamed
anger in Okinawa over the
presence of U.S. bases just
ahead of Obama's visit to the
Ise-Shima area in Mie Prefec-
ture for the Group of Seven
leaders’ summit and to Hiro-
shima on Friday.

As Hattori indicated, how
Obama and Abe respond to the
incident is expected to be
closely monitored by peace
and anti-base activists in Oki-
nawa. The two leaders are
scheduled to meet on the side-
lines of the G-7 summit.

More generally, there were
calls at the Citizens’ Ise Shima
Summit for the international
community to pressure the G-7

leaders to adopt the idea of
peace as a human right.

“In 2004, Spain launched an
international campaign for the
right to peace. In 2012, a com-
mittee of the U.N. Human
Rights Council created a draft
declaration of the right to
peace,” said Shigeaki Iijima, a
professor of constitutional law
at Nagoya Gakuin University.

“Since then, the proposal
has been opposed by many
G-7 members, including the
United States, the European
Union and Japan,” he added.

The two-day meeting of Jap-
anese and international non-
governmental organizations
covered issues ranging from

how to respond to the Syrian
refugee crisis to the kinds of
policies needed to achieve the
U.N.s Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals for 2030 that were
agreed to at the U.N. General
Assembly last year.

It ended with a general
agreement for increased civic
collaboration.

But a group of NGOs and
others in the Kansai and
Chubu areas issued a state-
ment last month calling for a
stronger civil society in Japan
to address not only broad
problems but also to counter

Abe’s policies on issues such

as the state secrets law, which
came into effect in late 2014.
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NGOs pressure G-7 to take
action on Paris climate deal

Tomohiro Osaki

STAFF WRITER

Ise Mie Pref.
Nongovernmental organiza-
tions fighting climate change
on Thursday urged leaders of
the Group of Seven countries
to swiftly implement the ambi-
tious pledges they made in
Paris in December and criti-
cized Japan for thwarting ef-
forts to reduce fossil fuels.

On the sidelines of the G-7
summit in Mie Prefecture, Cli-
mate Action Network Japan
(CANJ), a conglomerate of 14
private organizations combat-
ing climate change, stressed
the leaders must scale up cli-
mate actions and phase
out fossil fuels in ac-
cordance with the
Paris Agreement

‘unanimously
agreed on by all
participating na-
tions last year.

Under the
framework, gov-
ernments agreed to
limit the rise in global
average temperature to well
below 2 degrees Celsius.

')

Figues reserhbling the Group of Seven leaders are displayed at
a venue for nongovernmental organization meetings in Ise, Mie
Prefecture, on Thursday. TOMOHIRO OSAKI

“It is imperative thatleaders
attending this summit ham-
mer out an ambitious,
concrete message in
line with the Paris
Agreement” . to
combat climate
change, Masayo-
shi Iyoda, a re-
searcher at Kiko
Network, which is
part of CAN]J, said.
3 To this end, CANJ

urged the G-7 leader-
ship to ratify the agreement as
soon as possible to achieve its

swiftentry into force and show
commitment to phasing out
fossil fuels. They called coal the
“most carbon-intensive dirti-
est” energy source.

The group singled out Japan
for criticism, saying it keeps
blindly investing in coal-relat-
ed projects.

A recent report co-written
b?r several organizations, in-
cluding the New York-based
Natural Resources Defense
Council, shows Japan is “by far
the worst offender” in terms of
public financing for coal proj-

ects worldwide, spending $22
billion from 2007 to 2015, said
Kate De Angelis, an interna-
tional policy analyst for
Friends of the Earth U.S,, ata
news conference Thursday.

“In order to have at least a
50 percent chance of avoiding
the worst impact of climate
change, we must stop all new
fossil fuel-fired power plants
by 2017. That's next year,” An-
gelis said, quoting a recent Ox-
ford University study.

Meanwhile, citizens’ groups
fighting the global refugee cri-
sis revolving around Syria
urged Japan to facilitate dis-
cussions among G-7 leaders to
solve the problem.

Takakiyo Koizumi, policy
advocacy chief for a group
called Sadaga, slammed a plan
recently announced by the Jap-
anese government to accept
young Syrians as students,
rather than refugees, as part of
a broader effort to help stabi-
lize the Middle East.

The plan, which aims to ac-
cept 150 Syrian students over
the course of five years, falls far
short of being a fundamental
solution, Koizumi said.
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