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Japan support for the under- prlleged

By AARON CHIYANZO

A sight one can mever for-
get is that of a rural girl
child being thankful for an
education that has been
brought close to her door
slep.

Education is the most com-
pelling meane to initiate social
olterations and improve cotn-
munity development in any
COURLEY.

The tole of education, both in
urban and rural aress i5 huge
and imperative for growth of
the country’s economy.

Although education in the
urban areas has progressed rap—
idly during the last few decades,
thers are still some areas where
education is not given sufficient
prigrity.

Schooling in the rural aneas
is often a challenge, with class-
rooms in & dilapidated state,
jack of equipment, 2 shartage
of teachers, not to mention that
many pupils go withcut three
square meals & day.

in ¥alse district of Eastern
province of Zambis for exam-
ple, conditions of many schools
feaves a lot to be desired.

But much gratitude goes to
the Japanese Government for
their commitment in ensuring
that the education system in ru-
ral aress of Zambia is tirivated.

In their quest to ensure that
the educating sectar is prompt-
ly extended to the rural areas,
the Japanese government last
month handed over three pri-
mary schools to Government in
Hateze districl

The Japanese government
E:"r_lzd aver K 446, 568 for
nstruction of a new bufld-
th classrooms and for the
sinn uf the necassary furni-
for oach of the thiee
unity s._hm\t.
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ane of the commanity schools
thit was vefurhished by Japa-
nmekil

tern Provines  perms-
nent Chanda Kasolo said ot the
handever ceremany of the three
schoeds in Katete that the Japa-
nese govesnment remains a key
friend of Zambia i extending
the education sector to the un-
der-privileged children in rural
arear

It was @ eolorful ceremony
filled with songs of praise from
hoth the parents and pupils,
and traditional dances by the
‘Nyaw' to the amusement of the
Visitors,

Mr Kusolo took fime to thank
the Japanese government for
iife continued support to the
Zambian people in various see-
tars.

He notes with: keen interest
that commumity schoals play a
key role in providing education
to millions of Zambian children
especially the under-privileged.

“The support the Japanese
government has rendered to the
under-privileged in Zambia will
forever be cherished because it
has greatly impraved the learn-
ing ability of pupils in commu-
nity schools” said Mr Kasalo,

It is po secret that community
schools have not ben spared
from challenges despite the pos-
itive charscteristics that have
been recorded so far, hence the
support from the Japanese gov-

G

ernment could not have come at
any better time than this.

“l thank the Japanese gov-
ernment for these thres com-
munity schools and the numer-
ous support they have rendered
10 Zambia. They remain & key
friend in extending education
to the under-privileged in rural
areas. This will greatly improve
the proficiency of pupils in these
schaols. But they have however
nut besn spared fram challeng-
es,” said Mr Kasolo

Farlier, the Japanese govern-
ment also gave out 3 US76, 956
grant for the construction of a
1 % 3 classroom block in Chief
Mumba's village in Mumbwa
district which will benefit 377
orphang as well a5 vainerable
children.

And Japanese ambassador
to Zambiz Hidenobu Sobashi-
ma said that his government
has so far funded 160 projects
throughout Zambia under the
Grant Assistanee for Grassroots
Human Secunty Projects which
was introduced in Zambia in
1990,

Ambassador -Sobashima ex-
plained that the primary ohjee-
tive of the programme is to sup-
port varions development and
human security projects that
enhance the livelihood of vul-
nerable people.

Zambia Impact Network re-
glomal is the organization that
lohbied for funds from the Jap-
anesse government for the three
schools in Katete.

Tts director Daniel Mwanza
zaid that his organization has
also secured another grmt from
an American sgency for the
construction of twi community
schools in Sinds and Petauke
destricts of Eastern provines

Mr Mwanza said that the two
eammunisy schools will be fult
furnished und provided w
lar power

Meanwltlle, Chet
M'bang'ombe of Katete districl
in Eastern province stressed the
ned fnr children in ruml grogs

E AN af the educa-
t-hud been brought fo
steps £nd usge it to

He pointed out that an edu-
eated community would help
eradicats poverty that he said
had stricken many rural areas
and ¢nlled on parents to sasure
that their children -were eh-
rofled into sehool.

Chief Mbang'ombe expressed
happiness that many people in
his chiefdom had responded to
the «ll to education and that
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many children who failed to =
cure a place in the schools were
often disappointed.

He, however, assured that
the new schools would ensure
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‘and that they should extend the
geghuem nthm'ueedymmrm-

tance to programs and services,
accessihility ‘to resources and
limited intersction with other
h:.gh achieving students,
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triet attained an education snd
zet a chunee 1o excel up to uni-
versity level,

Chief Mhang'ombe thanked
the Japanese government for
the three Commumity schools

Pupils in a classrooin

of a numbrer of challenges espe-
cially pupiils have been facing

With regard to education o

particutar, various conditions
in Tural schools serving low in-
come communities include dis-

pportunities for gifted
students,

But among the many chal-
lenges, earlier marriages and
child Wbie are among the lead-
Ing cavses of sehool drop outs In
rural sreas.

And chief M'bung'ombe has

dered the tlishmment - of
committees in all villages of his
chiefidom to promote education
against child marriages and
look at family affairs.

“The chisi noted that many
young girls in rural areas are
subjectsd to early marriages at
the expense of their education.

He warned his subjects that
hie did not want to hear of par-
ents in his. chieflom forcing
thelr young girls into earhy mar-

riage.

Chief M'bang'ombe explains
that there are many problems
in marringes that many voung
peaple will not understand and
that it is amang the reasans why
many mofriages nowsdays are
ending up into o disaster

He encournged cnlldren to in-
stead coneenty an gEhing an
educition sol that they cat bet-
tar their lives, that of thair chij-
dren md also: become oitf
whu contribute t5 the sconon
development & oty

Tha chisf ovdersd the esmb-
lishrent of edbmmittees v vii-
tages armund his chisfdom that
will Took ar the plight of young
gizis in all areas of their lves
und also famuly affars:

"Sinifuna lmnvets ati alionss
tate akwatilise bana bake bakali
bang'ano (I do not want to
hear uf any parent forcing their
voung girls into early marmag-
5] %o | order the =stablish-
ment of committess-in all com-
mueities ta look at the affairs
of young girls and they will be
reporting directly tn me

“lot ue instesd encourage
these girls to concentrate on
school so that they can better
their lives and z2izo look after
vou. There are many probiems
in marriages that ;vung people
might not understand, ™ be said

And First Lady Esther Lungu
has always said that ending
poverty in Zambia and ather de-
velaping countries will depend
on the sttention given to rural
women. '

Ms Lungu said rural woem-
en are the primary agents of
change in the fight against hun-
ger and poverty in their com-
munities.

She pointed out that empow-
ering rural women will lead to
agricultural growth and poverty
eradication

When it came 1o education,
parents preferred 1o send their
boy children to school rather
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1 than the girls, which should not

be the case.
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