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Ernest Molos
B swpnrter
otawinas second president Sir Ketumile
B Manite wat one of the five Afncan pren
dents that participated in the naugural
cummit o fapans International Conferencn on
Africa’s Development CTICAD 1) i 1953
Masire s oot endy the architect bt aloor o Hight
ning rod sl pacesetter that paved the way o
subnesguent leaders 1o traverse as they navigate the
pitfalls of Soectgn direct investment that have hern
the bane of iany o leader Indeed, FDI continan
WA (e B OnK sk for The in spoe of
her telative pesce, stabslity. and good povernance
e hding vonnd macro rconomic fundamentals,
which unsler normal circumstunces are the pre
conditions for the attraction of FDI But e and
hehold, Botvwanas share of otal FIN tha tlmn
vt southern Africs i completely
Takirg the cue fram Masire, the country’s thind
president Festus Mogae who inherited & strong
cvonomy that detiod all the mdicatiors set by credit
rating astitutins, continbed the redations with
lapan and sttended TICAD 11 in 1998 in Tokyo
Moyae alno participated in the World Water Forum
1 2000 in Tokye
Potwwana then went on hibermution with sbaence
of high level preserwr o the solmeyuent TICAD
111 and IV, the Latter in 20K, anly to resitfiuce in
2001 3 whern the conntry s fourth pressdent, Lt Gen
iy fan Khama, schone ascensson i the country s
Teftiest postthon cotncided with a wirld recession
sttensded TICATY Y in Tikyn o
Alhvough Rotsseoama and epan are celebeating
S0 years of digpdomsatic rebations this year, which
wnciidentatly marks the country s Gedden Jubnbes,
Lepan only opened s embuney 0 Botvwans in
2000 in an effort bo burther coment the conpera
Vb bartiwren tho two commtnies. Avat 201 4 impors
froan lapas in Natewans amoninted to 33 bllion
Jupanwese Yoo whvilo exgrurty from Botesans werer |,
 Williom 1T7Y - 4 Wraation lupan’s Ambassador to
Potswana, Masahiro b has vowed 10 Change
dureag the temmuinider of b fenure
Amaing the five Tapanese companie operatitg
i Pty Saunatai teiowned internationally
forr be Waggh aqueality ooy mashinery, b the most
(reonminent evpecsally since lwaneng dienomd mine
fa s deplowed mome of 10 trucks i s operatiions. In
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Botswana's second President Sir Katumile Masire

an imteriew earty this year with Botrwana Guand
ian the Bapanese Favoy promised o doeverything
within his means 1o encoutage mote lapanese
private sector frvestmient in Botvwana. TICAD
s certuindy created @ formidabide foundation for
fapan: oo of the worldy largest scosnies
oontribute to Africak develogament

And Botswana has benefitted imemensely i many
aspects, whether balaterally through rechmical and
frnancisl assitance under Lapan Internatiooal
Cooperstion Agracy (IICAY or multilaterally
(TICAD framework ), theres glaring snd tangile
evidence v the groumd. In the aress of trade sap
port, CA b support g Botswarsa oot i a One
Mop Border Post progect o speeil upe traffic aheny
e Trian X galaginch € orridoe, whisch conmects with
Walvie Nay w0 to increase trade with other SATY

countries by cresting & single border crosing
proceduce Motawaes Unifed Revense Services
(MURS) and Namibian Castoms and Excise are
the roect implementen.

The Kagungudo Pridge acrons the Zaoben River
ot thie border between Botewana and Zambia i vet
another road transfer prosecy bocated ar the heart
of the North. South Corridor, which steetches
all the way from Drarbam to Lubumbabahi in the
Demovratic Republic of Congo, being builh sth
annuthicial devehoprmest astistan e boan from lagan
andd the help of ather international deyeloprien
partnes

At aational loved, Tapan e helped Batvwiana s
redocute from analogue i digital tranwminion by
asvathng the cowntry sdopt the Integrated Services
Pigitad Deomdoating - Terreacial (ISDR-T) beoud

Botswana's mvolvement in TICAD
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canting stardard developed by Tagun, Furthesmire
Jopan alser helpn Rev with hraadcasing (ontem
an the counitry endeavours o strengrhen culrarsl
fhex with Rotowana There are sluo sssistance pro
grammes in the form of the gravernots human
security prosects through shich lopen provide
grants o helgt in commmunity developoent prosecs
thiat tachbe s il peobletsis. And iy the esacat ol
sexton, besudes the faparts Clversons Conpreration
Volumterrs and Senior Volumtesrs programime
widder which lapanese vilumteces are sent to
Botswana to transder <hills to their Jocal coun
terparts in the sreas of enviroamental edinoation
public administration. avomobiles. computer
technology and rursl developrment snarng othess
Jugrns through 1HCA sl oflers traimimg cnurses
ot povernment ﬂ‘ll“m in the fiebls of provae
secsar development. regronal development st
ermronmental education

With THCAD beitng bosted for the first e ever
i Atrica later thin year August 7 20th under the

V theme. "Advancing Africas development agymbis

with TICAD -« Partmeeship for Prospersty ool
soCkety organisathens have 4 great opportunity o
g om the TICA D bandwagon and benefit from
the various developsment prograsunes that will
comunate froem the three ientifind theee prooon
poltars of Industeiakination: Health, Water soud san)
tatim and Sovial sabibity, which will be adedreaedt
i the: next theoe year cycle under THCAD VI

Botswana il sockery umder the banner of 10
CONGAY - Botwwana Coundcilof Non Government
Organisations - condd slao pasition aelf 4o tabe
sdvantage of the opportunidies to menitor e
implementation of TICAD V or 1ICA spesioend
projects in Botowana snd sddithomally posionm
el 2o vackle these three hey aress thal are s
tundamental to Doty 3 weellbeing

In the various interactions that peessdint of the
pan Alncan divil sociery body . Chac Camomn
s fow Alrice (CCTAY Manngn Mowki - hadt
with thy Jeaders and members of O ONGAOY
recently Incladbing et st greet sesshons with
same of THOAD co-spommons. the bwsne of mom
ety alignment of tationa! dovelogement plasu
end dmrict devedopenent plans with the Unied
Natioe's Sustarnadste Development Camals (SN
wis restrrated. Civil sooety orgmmisatinms soe s
called upom 10 play & wirtchdig role, o police
poverntrents impletmentation recon! with o s few
1ot oning the loopdudes dlrmtifed




