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The Pear| of Africa

In January 2010, we four students from Akita Commercial High

School participated in a study tour in Uganda, Africa. During our
comprehensive studies we have a "Business Practice.” We are part of the
UNESCO group, one of the organizations of business practice. These last
few years, we have helped to understand and support Africa. We call this
project "A-style.”

For example, every year we visit elementary schools. Here we share
the knowledge we learned about international cooperation to other students.
There is a link between this and our Africa study tour. We wanted to
confirm what we learned about Africa with our own eyes. And we thought
about how we could get some ideas through various activities. In the end, we
decided to visit Uganda for 10 days.

Before we left Japan, we did not have a good image of Africa. If we
heard the word "Africa,” we imagined a poor, developing country. Also, there
are no cars and many children in the streets. There were only negatives.

Uganda is in the east of Africa and the average altitude is 1,100
meters. The time difference is 6 hours. The average temperature is above
20 degrees. The title "Pear| of Africa” comes from Winston Churchill. He
thought Uganda was a beautiful country with good farming and gave Uganda
this name.

After we arrived in Uganda, the first thing that surprised us was
when we saw Japanese cars on the streets. About 90 percent of the cars in
Uganda are old cars from Japan. Already, our image changed. But these cars
cannot be sold in Japan because of the dirty exhaust that comes from them.
This increases the fear of global pollution. And, because of smuggling, there

are cars that are not maintained well.
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Also, there are almost no traffic lights or crossings, so when we

crossed the road, we waited for a gap in traffic and signaled cars to stop
with our hands. Many people often honked their horns. Soon after arriving,
we were introduced to the real Uganda. |

As for the cities, like I said before, there are many cars, skyscrapers
and people in the streets. There were buildings all in a row, taller than those
in Akita. And there were more people in the city as well. The climate was
warm and lively with people working outside their houses. I think you can't
see this in Akita or Japan.

One tough thing was when T couldn't speak English well. Uganda's
official language is English. I also learned a little of the local Ugandan
language, but most of my conversation was in English. I think I'm not that
good at English. When I went shopping, I couldn't understand what I was
asked, so even if I wanted to speak, I couldn't say anything. I couldn't even
talk by myself. It made me realize the sense of security I have when I can
understand a language.

But at the same time, I realized that I can understand a lot even
without words. You may not understand, but this is something I thought
when I saw my senior classmate. When I was in Japan, I knew how much I
depended on words to communicate. It made me think about how much we
understand by only using our mouths. My senior classmate was running and
jumping with children, making friends even though their languages are
different. I learned that understanding is not only about words, but also
one's heart is also important.

The will truly remember the people of Uganda. They were all cheerful

and nice. When T waved my hand from a moving bus, the women, men, young
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and old would give me smiling faces. This was VERY different from my

original image. Using Japan's convenience as a standard, I decided all by
myself that Uganda is not as convenient or lucky as Japan. But, the people of
Uganda gave kindness to us, foreigners in their country. There is a word in
the Ugandan language called "Jyubareko.” In Japanese, we say
"Otsukaresama.” In English, there is no phrase for "Otsukaresama.” I think
maybe this phrase "Jyubareko” shows the kindness of the Uganda people and
their caring hearts.

With globalization, I think here will be more chances for Japan to
trade with the countries of Africa. When we do, we really should know its
people, and as an international language, learning English is very important.
Our UNESCO group learned about Fair Trade. But I think it is important to
think about a better way of business. This better way of business is so that
not only advanced countries make a profit, but for both advanced countries
and developing countries to profit equally.

Thanks to this study tour, I realized all the one-sided ideas I had. I
had made my own Africa by only looking at TV and newspapers. But the real
Uganda is a country with many nice, cheerful people. We can't think about
what is only inside Japan. That would be a waste. I think there are many
other people who think like T did. I think you can't believe in only the mass
media, and if you visit the actual places, then maybe you will change too.

I think this study tour experience can be a great treasure. Now I
want to become someone with an international point of view. Finally, I want

to return to Africa and Uganda and help the people there.





