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Although we may be overwhelmed by the environmental problems that
are happening all the time, there is a simple way each person can make
a difference. It's not too hard- It actually involves shopping!
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PLASTIC SHOPPING BAGS AND THE ENVIRONMENT

L

1. Plastic shopping bags kill large
numbers of wildlife each year.

e It's very dangerous when plastic bags
pollute marine environments.

o Birds, whales, seals and turtles may

eat the bags then die.

Once let loose into the environment, plastic

bags can cause considerable harm, blocking

drains and killing wildlife that mistake the

bag for food.

Green turtle gut contents
Operation to remove plastic Freedom for one rehabilitated
including blue plastic bag and red
from gut of a green turtle. turtle - how long will it survive?
balloon.



2. They are not biodegradable T4\,
They do not decompose easily, so they will
last 20-1000 years.

3. Plastic bags also block drains #HEKi#&
and waterways K.

o In fact, plastic bags in drains were a
major cause of the severe flood /K in Bangladesh in 1988 and 1998.
Bangladesh banned plastic bags in 2002.

. Also, They are expensive to clean up!

SOLUTIONS!

To protect the environment, several countries are discouraging the use of
plastic bags.

Reusable bags

In South Africa, about 8 billion plastic bags are used per year. The government
has required that thicker, heavier plastic bags be made. These bags are
suitable for reuse, but more expensive, so stores may give away fewer bags.
Tax

Other countries such as Singapore, Taiwan and Ireland are using a tax to
discouraging the use of plastic bags. In Ireland, about 1.2 million plastic bags
were used in Ireland per year. Now, customers must pay a 15 Euro cent (¥25)
tax for each plastic bag. This has helped reduce the number of plastic shopping
bags used by 90%. The money raised is used to protect the environment.
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Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Refuse!




RECYCLE! What can we make from recycled
plastic? List some ways here: From recycled
plastic, we can get drink bottles, tables,
benches, bicycle racks, cameras, backpacks,
carpeting, shoes, and clothes. However, it's a
little inconvenient because of processing and

cost.

REUSE! There are many ways to reuse plastic bags, but they may still end up in a landfill
or in the environment.

Refugees from Ethiopia help keep the environment clean by using their weaving skills in
a most unique way - creating useful household items, like these baskets, from used
plastic bags

Students list ways to reuse bags.

The best method is to REDUCE or STOP using plastic bags!
REDUCE! It is estimated that it takes the average Australian family four shopping

trips to accumulate 60 plastic shopping bags. If each Australian family used one
less plastic shopping bag each week, Australians would save 253 million plastic
bags a year.

REFUSE! Stop using them. choose an Alternative(1f& f)!

e Cardboard box-Some stores save cardboard boxes for customers to use.

¢ Paper bags-biodegradable!

e Eco bags- Cheap and available in most stores. These bags can be used again and
again. They are stronger and much easier to carry.

e Biodegradable bags- Supermarkets in Australia introduced biodegradable bags
made from tapioca starch in 2003. These bags look and feel like plastic bags but
decompose in three months.

So next time you go shopping, say no to plastic bags! It's easy!
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China’s Yangtze River Dolphin Declared Extinct

WUHAN, China, December 14, 2006 (ENS) — The Yangtze river dolphin, or baiji, is
functionally extinct, scientists from six nations said Wednesday after failing to find a single

one of the rare animals after searching the river for six weeks.

The scientists blame destruction of dolphin habitat, illegal fishing and collisions with ships,
dam building and environmental degradation for the extinction of this species once called
the goddess of the Yangtze.

The 20 million year old river dolphin was one of the world’s oldest species.

“It is possible we may have missed one or two animals,” said August Pfluger, head of the

baiji.org Foundation and co—organizer of the expedition. Regardless, these animals would

have no chance of survival in the river.”
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