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Initiative on Assistance to Partner Countries  
for the Conservation of Biodiversity (Life in Harmony Initiative) 

 
１． Background and Objectives 

The existence of humankind is based on and sustained by various benefits derived 
from biodiversity and ecosystems.  Biodiversity not only provides materials useful 
to our daily life such as food and fiber but also produces raw materials for medicine 
and offers clues to the development of advanced technology. Rich ecosystems also 
provide services indispensable to the maintenance of the natural environment and 
the fostering of affluent human life: decomposing unnecessary materials; pollinating 
crops and flowers; purifying water and air; stabilizing climate; and giving people 
cultural and mental satisfaction in the form of recreational activities.  
However, the earth’s ecosystem has lost its balance and started to degrade, resulting 
in biodiversity loss, owing to human activities such as development causing 
alterations in the natural habitats of animals and plants and the excessive use of 
natural resources. 
Such a situation has the most serious adverse effects upon poor people who depend 
predominantly upon their close-by ecosystem services for their daily livelihood and 
scarcely have access to alternative sources.  This is why the loss of biodiversity is 
regarded as one of the major factors that hamper the achievement of the 
Millennium Development Goals, the common objectives of the international 
community.  Against this backdrop, the parties to the Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD) have been making every effort to achieve the agreed target of 
significantly reducing the current rate of biodiversity loss by 2010.  However, this 
target has yet to be met. 
At the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD/COP 10) held in Nagoya City, Aichi Prefecture, the parties 
will agree on the Post-2010 Targets as new global targets on biodiversity, and each 
party will commit to developing its national biodiversity strategy and action plan 
based on the Targets and to making further efforts for the achievement of these 
targets.  Japan launches this Initiative to assist efforts by partner countries which 
face difficulties in implementing their national strategies owing to a lack of financial 
and technical resources. 
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２． Philosophy 
This Initiative will be implemented based on the following philosophy: 

 
（１） Realization of Human Security 

As environmental issues, including the loss of biodiversity, threaten the survival 
of human beings, it is important to tackle these issues from the viewpoint of 
individual people. 
 

（２） Pursuit of Environmental Conservation and Development 
Not a few developing countries have the natural environment endowed with 
rich biodiversity and play an important role in conserving the biodiversity of the 
planet.  However, most of these countries are unable to fully or adequately 
implement measures to conserve biodiversity by themselves for social, economic 
and technical reasons.  The issues of biodiversity loss not only pertain to 
protected areas and endangered species, but also exist in any places such as 
forests, farmland, cities, rivers, lakes and marshes, marine and coastal areas 
which are closely linked to our daily life and activities.  Therefore, it is 
essential to pursue a balance between environmental conservation and 
development through promoting the mainstreaming of the perspective of 
biodiversity and integrating such a perspective into all aspects of development. 
 

（３） Contribution to Poverty Reduction 
Biodiversity closely relates to other major development issues such as poverty, 
health, water and sanitation, food and global warming.  While many of the 
poor depend directly on the benefits offered by ecosystem services, poverty itself 
constitutes one of the factors that accelerate biodiversity loss.  Therefore, it is 
imperative to bear in mind the issue of poverty when implementing measures to 
conserve biodiversity and to contribute to poverty reduction through 
biodiversity conservation. 

 
３．  Basic Principles and Targets 
（１）Basic Principles: Contribution to the Achievement of the Post-2010 Targets 

Japan will provide necessary assistance for the efforts of partner countries 
which strive to achieve the Post-2010 Targets.  In so doing, Japan will attach 
importance to the following perspectives: 
① Enhancement of Governance 

It should be noted that partner countries should bear the primary 
responsibility for and the leading role in conserving the biodiversity of its 
territory.  Japan will cooperate to enhance the governance of partner 
countries by, among others, raising awareness of the value of their 
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ecosystems through economic assessment and assisting the 
mainstreaming of the perspective of biodiversity in their national 
development, in order to promote their active engagement and to increase 
the effectiveness of their efforts. 

② Result-based Approach 
Japan will encourage partner countries to set their individual targets for 
the achievement of the Post-2010 Targets, and, when necessary, cooperate 
with them in developing such targets.  Japan will also monitor results 
based on such individual targets. 

③ Collaboration with international organizations, civil society and other 
various stakeholders  
Efforts to conserve biodiversity will never bear fruits if made solely and 
individually by Japan.  Japan will implement effective and efficient 
support through coordination and cooperation with various stakeholders 
such as international organizations and initiatives including the CBD 
Secretariat, the International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO), the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations 
University (UNU), the Food and Agricultural Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO), the Global Environment Facility (GEF), the Critical 
Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF), the International Coral Reef 
Initiative (ICRI) and the East and Southeast Asia Biodiversity 
Information Initiative (ESABII) as well as civil society organizations and 
the private sector. 
 

（２）Amount of Assistance 
Japan will provide assistance of two billion US dollars in fields contributing to 
biodiversity conservation in three years beginning in 2010. 

 
４． Priority Areas 

In light of the objectives of this Initiative to support the efforts by partner countries 
towards the attainment of the Post-2010 Targets, Japan will provide support 
responding to their requests and needs in a flexible manner. 
In addition, Japan will put priority on assistance in the following areas, based on its 
expertise and technologies, as well as the needs of partner countries: 
 

（１） Conservation of Ecosystem（Improving capacity to manage protected areas and 
building region-wide ecosystem networks） 
Developing countries have large areas where the natural environment has not 
been fully protected because of the increasing demand for land including 
farmland and the expansion of timber production caused by rapid population 
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growth and industrial development.  In addition, there exist a number of 
so-called “paper parks” which, though designated as protected areas, are not 
properly administered owing to the lack of financial and human resources. 
Japan, densely populated, has managed and used its land for multiple purposes.  
For example, it has adopted a national park system under which areas 
including private properties are designated as national parks and diverse 
ecosystems are protected not by completely excluding agricultural and forestry 
activities but by co-existing with them.  In addition, those parks are protected 
and managed not only by the central government but in cooperation with 
various actors such as local authorities and residents.  
In order to pursue a balance between the livelihood of the locals and the 
conservation of natural environment and to adequately  manage protected 
areas, Japan will support, among others, the capacity building on the 
management of protected areas in partner countries. 
In addition, the natural environment spans a wide range of areas and it is 
important to conserve it from a region-wide perspective.  However, many 
developing countries face difficulties in designating protected areas across the 
region owing to a lack of financial and human resources and of proper legal 
systems.  Furthermore, the rapid development of agriculture and livestock 
farming has fragmented wildlife habitats, decreasing the number of animals 
living in the surrounding areas by hindering the movement of wild animals and 
thus causing the loss of biodiversity. 
Japan will contribute to the conservation of region-wide ecological networks by 
supporting the effective conservation of the natural environment through 
capacity building on the restoration and conservation of ecosystem corridors 
which connect isolated habitats and through the introduction of comprehensive 
management of river basins as well as by implementing development studies 
and conservation plans across borders and by assisting the development of 
management plans of international rivers. 

 
（２） Sustainable use of natural resources (including the conservation of 

human-influenced natural environment) 
Poverty constitutes one of the factors that accelerate biodiversity loss through 
the excessive use of natural resources and illegal logging in forests.  For 
example, excessive land-use alteration such as conversion of forests into 
farmland and grassland precipitated by an increase in demand for food 
continues to be one of the major factors causing the loss of biodiversity, which 
sustains the livelihood of the people in developing countries.  In order to halt 
such a loss, it is necessary to promote the sustainable use of natural resources in 
a way that is suitable for the respective natural features and socio-economic 
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conditions of the region, while referring to other regions’ experiences. 
Japan has experience and knowledge in the sustainable use of biodiversity in 
the human-influenced natural environment, which has been fostered through 
human activities involving contact with nature such as agriculture, forestry and 
fisheries, typically in “Satoyama” (agricultural district landscape), and is 
advocating the “Satoyama Initiative” to promote the sustainable use of natural 
resources suitable for the respective natural features and socio-economic 
conditions of communities by utilizing traditional wisdom and practice, existing 
all over the world, on creating society in harmony with nature.   
By making use of the expertise of its own and coordinating with the Satoyama 
Initiative, Japan will assist partner countries for the sustainable use of natural 
resources by (a) supporting agricultural development which can improve 
productivity and is in harmony with ecosystems, (b) cooperating in the 
conservation and use of forests harmonious to the region such as sustainable 
forest management with the participation of local people, and (c) promoting 
domestic aquaculture and management of aquatic resources in a sustainable 
manner. 

 
（３） Access to and Benefit Sharing of Genetic Resources 

It is believed that that developing countries are endowed with genetic resources of potential 
value, in addition to those which they have already been utilizing based on their traditional 
knowledge.  However, those countries tend to lack enough technologies or facilities 
necessary for exploring and preserving genetic resources including micro-organisms, and are 
unable to promote those activities by themselves.  For this reason, the value of many 
genetic resources remains unfound and the potential benefits arising from them are yet to be 
shared. 
Japan has developed technologies and expertise on the exploration, isolation and cultivation, 
and preservation of micro-organisms, and has been implementing joint research activities on 
the preservation of micro-organisms in partner countries.  It has also promoted the 
utilization of those micro-organisms in compliance with proper contracts between private 
companies and partner countries. 
In order to promote the use and benefit-sharing of micro-organisms, Japan will 
support partner countries in building self-reliant capacity to preserve and 
cultivate micro-organisms by themselves as “Sleeping Microbial Beauties” 
projects.  It will also provide technical support including legal and institutional 
advices necessary for the establishment of mutually agreed terms, the demand 
for which is expected to increase after the adoption of the protocol on ABS. 

 
Attachment: Excerpt of Japan’s support measures contributing to biodiversity 
conservation



 

 

 
Attachment: 

 Excerpt of Japan’s support measures contributing to  
biodiversity conservation  

 
 
●Enriching environmental education 

Active application of educational contents and methods practiced in 
“Education for Sustainable Development” led by Japan. 
 
 
●Nation-wide awareness raising movement and campaigns that promote action 

Dissemination of useful information pertaining to the status of 
biodiversity and measures for biodiversity conservation. 

Introduction and dissemination of Japan’s efforts for promoting concrete 
actions by utilizing materials including “List of Actions by Citizens” and 
“Guidelines for Private Sector Engagement in Biodiversity.” 
 
 
●Promotion of ‘Ecosystem Services Valuation and Wealth Accounting’ 

Support to developing countries to expand the efforts regarding 
‘Ecosystem Services Valuation and Wealth Accounting’ which has been made 
at a local level to a national level under the enhanced partnership with the 
World Bank, so that the impacts of the conservation or the destruction of 
ecosystem services and biological resources be reflected in the planning and 
designing of economic and development policies in developing countries. 
 
 
●Enhancement of actions for conservation of biodiversity by private sector and 
local governments 
 Support for actions in developing countries utilizing training courses on 

those measures taken in Japan such as “Local Strategy for the Conservation 
and Sustainable Use of Biological Diversity Strategy,” “Guidelines for 
Private Sector Engagement in Biodiversity” and “Declaration on 
Biodiversity” (launched by the Nippon Keidanren). 
 



 

 

 
●Prevention of loss and degradation of forests and wetlands 
  Support for the improvement of living conditions of inhabitants and for the 
repression of deforestation through the participatory lands and forests 
management. 
 Provision of various assistances for the registration and conservation of 
Ramsar site through dispatching expert, organizing training courses and 
developing list on potential Ramsar sites in Southeast Asia. 
 
 
●Sustainable management of fishery 
  Support for conservation activities of coastal ecosystem with a view to 
sustain their fishing grounds by dispatching experts, educational activities 
and so on. 
  Support for exploration and evaluation of aquatic resources to build up 
their management system in Southeast Asia, and for counter-measures 
against IUU (illegal, unreported and unregulated) fisheries by adopting the 
registration system of fishing vessels and catch of fish. 
 
 
●Sustainable management of agriculture, aquaculture and forestry: 

Financial support for conservation of biodiversity, forest management, 
eco-tourism and the  improvement of living conditions and so on. 

Support for the formulation and implementation of participatory and 
sustainable forest management plan by local inhabitants and to develop 
certification regimes by, among others, dispatching experts. 
 
 
●Prevention of pollution from urban waste and industrial production 
  Support to construction of sewage treatment facilities that contribute to 
purify river water, and provision of technical support to improve the 
maintenance and management of such facilities through financial 
cooperation and dispatching experts. 
 
 
●Maintenance and restoration of the health and functioning of coral reefs 



 

 

 Promotion of knowledge sharing by exchange of information through the 
international framework (ICRI: International Coral Reef Initiative) and 
technology transfer on monitoring of coral reef utilizing Palau International 
Coral Reef Center. 
 
 
●Improvement of management capacity on protected areas 
  Provision of technical assistance for the development of protection and 
management system for protected areas in collaboration and cooperation 
with various local stakeholders.  
 
 
●Conservation of human-influenced natural environment 

Provision of assistance for activities to conserve and revitalize 
human-influenced natural environment, formed and maintained through 
such human activities as sustainable agriculture, aquaculture and forestry, 
in a variety of ways including collaboration with participants of the 
International Partnership for “the Satoyama Initiative.” 
 
 
●Pursuit for co-benefit derived from biodiversity and climate change 
 Provision of support measures for development of policies and data-base 
regarding the efforts on REDD+ by dispatching experts. 
 
 
●Access and benefit sharing of genetic resources 

Promotion of conservation and use of genetic resources through joint 
research activities and assistance for capacity building for developing 
countries to preserve and facilitate utilization of genetic resources through 
their own efforts. 
 
 
●Development and implementation of NBSAP 
 Support for the development of new national biodiversity strategy and 
plan (NBSAP) or the revision of existing national strategy reflecting new 
strategic plan, by holding seminars and dispatching experts, in cooperation 



 

 

with the Secretariat of CBD. 
 
 
●Monitoring of the present state and condition of biodiversity 
 Provision of facilities and equipment and support for capacity building for 
the information gathering on forest resources and for the promotion of forest 
conservation by providing financial support and dispatching experts. 

Provision of information such as those from satellite-images and “Global 
Map” and of technical assistance to analyse them, in order to accurately 
comprehend the status of biodiversity including the areas of forests and 
lakes, and the circumstances of rivers and ocean. 

Support for the improvement in the capacity on taxonomy and for the 
application of retrieved data for formulating the conservation policies in 
Southeast Asian countries through ESABII (East and South East Asia 
Biodiversity Information Inventory). 

Support for joint research activities contributing to the solution of global 
issues in developing countries under the framework of SATREPS (Science 
and Technology Research Partnership for Sustainable Development). 
 
 
●Institution and System Building 

Support for strengthening functions of institutional bases such as 
biological diversity centres and administrative capacity by dispatching 
expert and other measures. 
 
 
●Financial contributions to international organizations 
  Provision of financial contributions to international organizations and 
initiatives such as CBD Secretariat, ITTO, UNDP, UNU, FAO, GEF, CEPF, 
etc., which provide support for biodiversity conservation.   
 
 
 


