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MOFA Japan Diplomats’ Study Tour, Shizuoka

I would like to take this opportunity to express my heartfelt gratitude to all who have provided the
assistance in making this year Shizuoka diplomatic tour another successful event. I am very pleased
to participate in this Diplomats’ Study Tour to share Japan's regional promotion efforts with other

members of diplomatic corps in Japan.

Japan is now making its utmost efforts to overcome extraordinary hardship after the earthquake
disaster of March 11", 2011 and to recover as quickly as possible. In the mean time, Japan’s central
government is continuously working in harmony with the authorities of various prefectures to help
the country to continue prosper. We have been privileged to visit several places in Japan and there is

always something new to discover every time we go on MOFA Japan’s trip.

I learned that Shizuoka prefecture is quite well known for its eel, Sakura shrimp, green tea and
mandarin orange production. It has 167 different types of agricultural products, which accounts for
63.5% of total national agricultural products in Japan. It also has many interesting “hobby-happy”

industries and beautiful beaches at Izu Peninsula, and it also reflects eco-friendliness of the region.

Historically, Mount Fuji provided mineral rich soil to surrounding areas and supplied delicious water
to the region. This sacred Mountain captivates people since ancient times. Today, Mount Fuji not
only attracts locals but also international tourists. Its elegant conical form has been depicted by many

artists in the format of paintings, films, and literatures and even dancing.

In our visit to Shizuoka, we visited the Kuno-Zan Toshogu, the shrine that dedicated to the deified
spirit of Tokugawa Ieyasu, one of the three shoguns who unified Japan and change it to a global

power.

We learned two lessons from this visit. First, the leaders with global vision can create a better world.
The second lesson was presented by the chief priest of the shrine when he was explaining the

concept of multiple deities in Japanese culture.
The Chief Priest said: This concept of multiple deities does reflect an important vision in our life,

that there are many probabilities and there is no one single absolute truth. This means that we have

to respect our differences in live with harmony.
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I believe this vision is very important in the 21st century, when technology change our world to
smaller global village, and it is facing many complicated global challenges, that need global thinking

to understand with global leaders to manage.

This means that we have to respect our differences in live with harmony and negotiate them for
better thinking, vision, and prosperity with ultimate happiness. Understanding our differences and
respecting them will bring more global harmony and peace that will enhance economic cooperation,

and create innovative, harmonic, socially responsible, and high technology global market.

To respect our differences, we have to understand the concept of difference in our various colorful
cultures, in our regions, and in our peoples. And there is nothing more beautiful than MOFA Japan
Diplomats’ Study Tour to make the diplomats understand the attractiveness of Japanese colorful
culture. These amazing tours help diplomats comprehend various Japanese regions, their history,

their culture, their technology, and their economics.

These educational tours also shall play an important role in helping to bridge the economic gap, if
any, between Japan and rest of the world. And we are also hoping that the cooperation between
Japan and developing world will move further from buying natural resources and selling products, to

more strategic level: economically, educationally, technologically, socially, and culturally.

And here, let me stop for a moment, and thank every person from MOFA Japan and from Shizuoka
City, who was involved in organizing or implementing this amazing tour for the diplomatic Corps to

understand this beautiful area of Japan.

I am sure that these fascinating harmonic efforts to organize the Diplomats’ Study Tours, between
the authorities of various Japanese prefectures and the authorities of MOFA Japan shall help to
nurture global culture, nourish it, and help it to grow. All these efforts shall bring more harmony,
peace, and prosperity to our global village.

Thank you.
November 20, 2012

Ambassador of Kingdom of Bahrain to Japan

Dr. Khalil Hassan M.D., F.R.C.S. Ed.
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