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MOFA Japan Diplomats’ Study Tour, Nigata

The technology of 21st century is changing the world to smaller global village and this global
village is facing more complicated global challenges. To manage these global challenges, we
might need more global thinking and more global leaders, and to achieve successful global

solutions, we might need to understand our differences and respect them.

Understanding our differences and respecting them will bring more global harmony and peace
that will enhance economic cooperation, and create innovative, harmonic, socially responsible,

and high technology global market.

To respect our differences, we might have to understand the concept of difference in our various
colorful cultures, in our regions, and between our people. And there is nothing more beautiful
than the Diplomats’ Study Tour arranged by Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan to make the
diplomats understand the attractiveness of Japanese colorful culture. These amazing tours help
diplomats comprehend various Japanese regions, their history, their culture, their technology,

and their economics.

These educational tours also might play an important role in helping to bridge the economic gap,
if any, between Japan and rest of the world. And we are also hoping that the cooperation
between Japan and developing world will move further from buying natural resources and
selling products, to more strategic level: economically, educationally, technologically, socially,

and culturally.

I am sure that these fascinating harmonic efforts to organize the Diplomats’ Study Tours,
between the authorities of various Japanese prefectures and the authorities of MOFA Japan shall
help to nurture global culture, nourish it, and help it to grow. And all these collective efforts

shall bring more harmony, peace, and prosperity to our global village.

In this study tour, I have discovered another aspect of Japan and, even now I can recall vivid

spectacles of every location I have visited.

Today Japan is facing many global challenges, like the rest of us, but despite of these
complicated challenges, Japan is striving to stay at the top of the world economy, and also trying
to represent itself as a new 21st century global model for the world future countries. And this

tour confirmed all these facts and assured us that Japan is a cultural, technological, economical,
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and might be future renewable energy, global power.

Like the rest of the world, first challenge Japan face today is energy deficiency. After the Great
East Japan Earthquake, people are forced to live under the aftermath of nuclear accident. It
appears that Japanese people are worried about turning of advanced nuclear technology into
another major disaster. Under these circumstances, the Japanese officials recently announced the
development of oil field and natural gas in Sado region of Nigata. This development plan might

make a remarkable change in Japanese Energy sector.

I am very impressed that while focusing on the oil and gas exploration, people in Nigata also
have been exploring the possibility of efficient and affordable alternative energy resources. A
nice model for this perseverance is Matsunoyama hot spring binary. There, we have seen one of
the most advanced world technology to generate renewable energy. This new technology may

provide efficient and affordable energy to Japanese economy from geothermal resources.

The second challenge Japan trying to overcome is the global difficulties facing Japanese small
and medium-sized enterprises, particularly with drastic fall in domestic growth rate, unceasing
yen appreciation and overseas transfers of large-scale production facilities subsequent to it. The
business environment for Japanese domestic manufacturing industry has been considerably

affected over the decades from these challenges.

The small and medium-sized enterprises learn the wisdom of unity and bond together to deal
with these global challenges collectively to help revives their regional economy. I believe that
Nigata business model is ideal for the future Japanese business style. At Tsubame Sanjo
Regional Industries Promotional Center, where displayed more than 8,000 local specialty crafts,
I learned that 90% of the businesses there are small and medium-size, which have their own
unique techniques regarding metal processing. This means that small businesses are the driving

force behind vast majority of economic accomplishments of the region.

Although the world stared intently at Japan with awe after the major disaster, many did not
expect local areas of Japan to have a hidden potential to revive the Japanese economy, and for
us as diplomats to understand the importance of local prefectures, there was a critical need to
visit these local regions to comprehend how they can play an important role in supporting

culture, history and economy of Japan.

Lastly, I would like to convey my warmest gratitude to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for
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arranging this significant tour and to the authorities of the Nigata Prefecture for their perfect
arrangement and warm welcome. I also would like to revisit this area again in near future with
my family, and we will, as the Embassy, work on arranging a business seminar to match

different businesses in this region with the businesses in Kingdom of Bahrain.
Thank you
July 17,2012

Ambassador of Kingdom of Bahrain to Japan
Dr. Khalil Hassan M.D., F.R.C.S. Ed.
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