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Embassy of Uruguay

DIPLOMAT STUDY TOUR TO HYOGO PREFECTURE
ON DECEMBER 7 AND 8, 2011

Recently a group of diplomats accredited to Japan visited Hyogo prefecture, more
precisely, the city of Kobe and closer locations.

December was generous enough to us to let enjoy the colorful momiji and gingko
trees in their full splendor.

Our program started visiting “Kawasaki Good Times World” and the “Kobe Maritime
Museum”. Both are located in the same building, facing the Bay of Kobe.

I was surprised to learn the many kinds of vehicles Kawasaki produces: not only the
world famous motorcycles and the motorboats, but much more: shinkansen, trains,
helicopters, ships... The venue showcases proudly the miniatures of all the ships they
had built through more than 100 years... Also we learnt a special drilling engine
produced by them was the one used to dig down the Channel Tunnel connecting
United Kingdom and France.

After having a “test drive” in the super models of colorful motorcycles, we visited the
institution dedicated to the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake named “Disaster
Reduction and Human Renovation Institute”. This venue holds a museum that shows
in big screens all the tremendous damages that occurred in Kobe and in Awajishima
sixteen years ago. We could see on movies (special soundtrack and documentary
images) the intense fires that lasted 3 days, the shaking and tumbling down of the
buildings, the people left alive crying for their departed loved ones (almost 6.000
persons), the packed refugee centers, and then the temporary housing. | cannot
describe the bitter feeling we all experienced, living again the same sadness and
despair we had experienced recently with the tragic Great East Japan Earthquake and
Tsunami. | was also surprised to see the same model of temporary houses than the
ones that were built recently.
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After that, which of course deserves a longer explanation, we were taken to our hotel
located in Arima Hot Springs area. We met the highest authorities of the Prefecture,
as the Governor of Hyogo, the President of Prefectural Assembly, the Major of Kobe
City and many important businessmen. We had a wonderful dinner, with plenty of
delicacies as the Kobe beef.

The next day we visited “Port Island” which is an area dedicated to host high
technology centers. We visited the Riken “Next Generation Supercomputer K” facility.
As its name says, it is a supercomputer for further raising the simulation science
technology and for experiments of different theories. We heard the words “petaflops
per second” which means, when completed on 2012, it is going to be the cutting edge
performance facility in the world for nanotechnology, life science environment, etc.
We learnt as well that Kobe has a Project going on concerning Medical Industry
Development, also located in Port island, where there are already many clusters for
biomedical research and innovation, such as molecular imaging sciences,
developmental biology , etc. we visited a hospital which uses new techniques for
curing cancer.

The last visit before taking the shinkansen back to Tokyo, was to the Tasaki Pearl
Gallery. We learned that Kobe is the city of pearls. The staff of the shop was ready to
explain to us all the process in which a pearl is created, and how man can influence to
produce different shapes of pearls. As soon we check the short time that we had ahead,
we sincerely declined the presentation and asked to be shown the necklaces, rings, etc.
willing to experience in our hands the elegant jewels, and many of us ended buying a
beautiful “souvenir”.

There are so many things to discover in Kobe and in the near locations that everybody

left the place with the wish to return some day.

I would like to convey my warmest gratitude to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and to
the authorities of the Hyogo Prefecture for organizing the diplomat study tour to the

beautiful Prefecture that will remain in our best memories.

Tokyo, December 19, 2011
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AnaMaria Estévez
Ambassador
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