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International Code of Conduct against Ballistic Missile Proliferation

Preamble
The Subscribing States:
Reaffirming their commitment to the United Nations Charter;

Stressing the role and responsibility of the United Nations in the field of international peace and
security;

Recalling the widespread concern about the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their means
of delivery;

Recognizing the increasing regional and global security challenges caused, inter alia, by the ongoing
proliferation of Ballistic Missile systems capable of delivering weapons of mass destruction;

Seeking to promote the security of all states by fostering mutual trust through the implementation of
political and diplomatic measures;

Having taken into account regional and national security considerations;

Believing that an International Code of Conduct against Ballistic Missile Proliferation will contribute to

the process of strengthening existing national and international security arrangements and disarmament
and non-proliferation objectives and mechanisms;

Recognising that subscribing States may wish to consider engaging in co-operative measures among
themselves to this end;

1. Adopt this International Code of Conduct against Ballistic Missile Proliferation
(hereinafter referred to as ‘the Code’);

2. Resolve to respect the following Principles:

PN
En

(&
|

f
il

471



a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

h)

a)

Recognition of the need comprehensively to prevent and curb the proliferation of Ballistic Missile
systems capable of delivering weapons of mass destruction and the need to continue pursuing
appropriate international endeavours, including through the Code;

Recognition of the importance of strengthening, and gaining wider adherence to, multilateral
disarmament and non-proliferation mechanisms;

Recognition that adherence to, and full compliance with, international arms control, disarmament
and non-proliferation norms help build confidence as to the peaceful intentions of states;

Recognition that participation in this Code is voluntary and open to all States;

Confirmation of their commitment to the United Nations Declaration on International Cooperation
in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space for the Benefit and in the Interest of All States taking
into particular Account the Needs of Developing Countries, adopted by the United Nations
General Assembly (Resolution 51/122 of 13 December 1996);

Recognition that states should not be excluded from utilising the benefits of space for peaceful
purposes, but that, in reaping such benefits and in conducting related cooperation, they must not

contribute to the proliferation of Ballistic Missiles capable of delivering weapons of mass
destruction;

Recognition that Space Launch Vehicle programmes should not be used to conceal Ballistic Missile
programimes;

Recognition of the necessity of appropriate transparency measures on Ballistic Missile
programmes and Space Launch Vehicle programmes tn order to increase confidence and to promote
non-proliferation of Ballistic Missiles and Ballistic Missile technology;

Resolve to implement the following General Measures:

To ratify, accede to or otherwise abide by:

+ the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer
Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies (1967),

+ the Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects (1972), and
+ the Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space (1975);
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b)

©)

d)

e)

a)

if)

To curb and prevent the proliferation of Ballistic Missiles capable of delivering weapons of mass
destruction, both at a global and regional level, through multilateral, bilateral and national

endeavours;

To exercise maximum possible restraint in the development, testing and deployment of Ballistic
Missiles capable of delivering weapons of mass destruction, including, where possible, to reduce
national holdings of such missiles, in the interest of global and regional peace and security;

To exercise the necessary vigilance in the consideration of assistance to Space Launch Vehicle
programmes in any other country so as to prevent contributing to delivery systems for weapons of
mass destruction, considering that such programmes may be used to conceal Ballistic Missile

programmes;

Not to contribute to, support or assist any Ballistic Missile programme in countries which might
be developing or acquiring weapons of mass destruction in contravention of norms established by,
and of those countries’ obligations under, international disarmament and non-proliferation treaties;

Resolve to implement the following:

Transparency measures as follows, with an appropriate and sufficient degree of detail to increase
confidence and to promote non-proliferation of Ballistic Missiles capable of delivering weapons of

mass destruction:

With respect to Ballistic Missile programmes to:

systems and land (test-) launch sites;

referred to hereunder, in tiret iii);

With respect to expendable Space Launch Vehicle programmes, and consistent with commercial and

economic confidentiality principles, to:

* make an annual declaration providing an outline of their Space Launch Vehicle policies and land

(test-) launch sites;

+ provide annual information on the number and generic class of Space Launch Vehicles launched
during the preceding year, as declared in conformity with the pre-launch notification mechanism

referred to hereunder, in tiret iii);

make an annual declaration providing an outline of their Ballistic Missile policies.
Examples of openness in such declarations might be relevant information on Ballistic Missile

provide annual information on the number and generic class of Ballistic Missiles launched during
the preceding year, as declared in conformity with the pre-launch notification mechanism

473
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iii)

b)

<)

a)

)

+ consider, on a voluntary basis (including on the degree of access permitted), inviting international
observers to their land (test-) launch sites;

With respect to their Ballistic Missile and Space Launch Vehicle programmes to:
« exchange pre-launch notifications on their Ballistic Missile and Space Launch Vehicle launches
and test flights. These notifications should include such information as the generic class of the

Ballistic Missile or Space Launch Vehicle, the planned launch notification window, the launch
area and the planned direction;

Subscribing States could, as appropriate and on a voluntary basis, develop bilateral or regional
transparency measures, in addition to those above.

Implementation of the above Confidence Building Measures does not serve as justification for the
programmes to which these Confidence Building Measures apply;

Organisational aspects

Subscribing States determine to:

Hold regular meetings, annually or as otherwise agreed by Subscribing States;

Take all decisions, both substantive and procedural, by a consensus of the Subscribing States
present;

Use these meetings to define, review and further develop the workings of the Code, including in
such ways as:

« establishing procedures regarding the exchange of notifications and other information in the
framework of the Code;

establishing an appropriate mechanism for the voluntary resolution of questions arising from
national declarations, and/or questions pertaining to Ballistic Missile and/or Space Launch
Vehicle programmes;

naming of a Subscribing State to serve as an immediate central contact for collecting and
disseminating Confidence Building Measures submissions, receiving and announcing the
subscription of additional States, and other tasks as agreed by Subscribing States; and

+ others as may be agreed by the Subscribing States, including possible amendments to the Code.

Annex
List of Subscribing States
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STATEMENT OF INTERDICTION PRINCIPLES

The Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI) is a response to the growing challenge
posed by the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMD), their delivery
systems, and related materials worldwide. The PSI builds on efforts by the
international community to prevent proliferation of such items, including
existing treaties and regimes. It is consistent with and a step in the
implementation of the UN Security Council Presidential statement of January
1992, which states that the proliferation of all WMD constitutes a threat to
international peace and security, and underlines the need for member states of
the UN to prevent proliferation. The PSI is also consistent with recent
statements of the G8 and the European Union, establishing that more coherent
and concerted efforts are needed to prevent the proliferation of WMD, their
delivery systems, and related materials. PSI participants are deeply concerned
about this threat and of the danger that these items could fall into the hands of
terrorists, and are committed to working together to stop the flow of these items

to and from states and non-state actors of proliferation concern.

The PSI seeks to involve in some capacity all states that have a stake in non-
proliferation and the ability and willingness to take steps to stop the flow of such
items at sea, in the air, or on land. The PSI also seeks cooperation from any state
whose vessels, flags, ports, territorial waters, airspace, or land might be used for
proliferation purposes by states and non-state actors of proliferation concern. The
increasingly aggressive efforts by proliferators to stand outside or to circumvent
existing non-proliferation norms, and to profit from such trade, requires new and
stronger actions by the international community. We look forward to working

with all concerned states on measures they are able and willing to take in
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support of the PSI, as outlined in the following set of “Interdiction Principles”.

Interdiction Principles for the Proliferation Security Initiative:

PSI participants are committed to the following interdiction principles to
establish a more coordinated and effective basis through which to impede and
stop shipments of WMD, delivery systems, and related materials flowing to and
from states and non-state actors of proliferation concern, consistent with national
legal authorities and relevant international law and frameworks, including the
UN Security Council. They call on all states concerned with this threat to

international peace and security to join in similarly committing to:

1.) Undertake effective measures, either alone or in concert with other states, for
interdicting the transfer or transport of WMD, their delivery systems, and
related materials to and from states and non-state actors of proliferation
concern. “States or non-state actors of proliferation concern” generally refers
to those countries or entities that the PSI participants involved establish
should be subject to interdiction activities because they are engaged in
proliferation through: (a) efforts to develop or acquire chemical, biological, or
nuclear weapons and associated delivery systems; or (b) transfers (either

selling, receiving, or facilitating) of WMD, their delivery systems, or related

materials.
x
) ) . ) £
2.) Adopt streamlined procedures for rapid exchange of relevant information =N
concerning suspected proliferation activity, protecting the confidential %ﬁ

character of classified information provided by other states as part of this
initiative, dedicate appropriate resources and efforts to interdiction operations

and capabilities, and maximize coordination among participants in
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interdiction efforts.

3.) Review and work to strengthen their relevant national legal authorities where
necessary to accomplish these objectives, and work to strengthen when
necessary relevant international laws and frameworks in appropriate ways to

support these commitments.

4.) Take specific actions in support of interdiction efforts regarding cargoes of
WMD, their delivery systems, or related materials, to the extent their national
legal authorities permit and consistent with their obligations wunder

international law and frameworks, to include:

a.) Not to transport or assist in the transport of any such cargoes to or from states
or non-state actors of proliferation concern, and not to allow any persons

subject to their jurisdiction to do so.

b.) At their own initiative, or at the request and good cause shown by another
state, to take action to board and search any vessel flying their flag in their
internal waters or territorial seas or areas beyond the territorial seas of any
other state, that is reasonably suspected of transporting such cargoes to or
from states or non-state actors of proliferation concerns, and to seize such

cargoes that are identified.

c.) To seriously consider providing consent under the appropriate circumstances
to the boarding and searching of its own flag vessels by other states, and to the
seizure of such WMD-related cargoes in such vessels that may be identified by

such states.
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d.) To take appropriate actions to (1) stop and/or search in their internal waters,
territorial seas, or contiguous zones (when declared), vessels that are
reasonably suspected of carrying such cargoes to or from states or non-state
actors of proliferation concern and to seize such cargoes that are identified;
and (2) to enforce conditions on vessels entering or leaving their ports,
internal waters or territorial seas that are reasonably suspected of carrying
such cargoes, such as requiring that such vessels be subject to boarding,

search, and seizure of such cargoes prior to entry.

e.) At their own initiative or upon the request and good cause shown by another
state, to (1) require aircraft that are reasonably suspected of carrying such
cargoes to or from states or non-state actors of proliferation concern and that
are transiting their airspace to land for inspection and seize any such cargoes
that are identified; and/or (2) deny aircraft reasonably suspected of carrying

such cargoes transit rights through their airspace in advance of such flights.

f.) If their ports, airfields, or other facilities are used as transshipment points for
shipment of such cargoes to or from states or non-state actors of proliferation
concern, to inspect vessels, aircraft, or other modes of transport reasonably
suspected of carrying such cargoes, and to seize such cargoes that are

identified.

PN
En

(&
|

f
il

481



T TP ALEIRE (ASTOP) (2H 1T BRIKEES
T 154118138

CHIREDE R,

AH. E1E7ST7TIREBBESEROCHEEB/TICICHEShEI LE, KE
EELCB-THYFET, PO7EELY CORBCHET H-HICKATBEV-EK%.
DASEME LEFEY, BRICTbhFaid0Ly L a s TR, BHTHERRLER
BREhFEBMLTEY., REBERELIB>TVWETS,

AEHEGE, BHNENASEANEE., BEH. XE. SMHEEORREHE O THET
5. REBEEBOLIYAMILBEORLRICET 20O TORRRGIETT . HEDT
CTERYSB(REEBBEICEANT. COBRBICRGGEZRET S LIZFED
TRELEENHDEERET,

CHIREDER,

BEHR., LPER. EMER LV LRXEWRERIE. ThAEASANWIEREE
BIDBELEABICHFADINDATEL . TAHSRBINS I LIZL Y. ERHEEOTN
ERENKESHEIATRELT 5%, BEFTIHEH (NPT, EZEHBBILEH

(CWO), £EPEHBBIEH BWC) LY, TOEBPIBRENILESHYET,

LAL. $H, ABREESR - SHCILOHBOT O, HEOHBICE EELT.
SHBMULEENRYEEDLSICHY, BRICESDTHFELBREG>TETWWET,
SLEERCEOBEEMENLRT S EEHLET I LN, RROBBELAE>TET
WEJ,

FOTIZEWTIE, RBSCLIBMERVEES YA ULFRN Lo TEREIF, ]
EMDEXRLEBETY, LPHICLIBREROHRE - FFE. LR7 O7HEHOFHNE
RERUVEBRNLGETRBOBERN L., BHICERT S LRHEEEA. VB,
CO&SHEAELNS, LBHITHL, IRTOKEARFE L. FOMIC. TL, R
A DTFASMAR TRRET S LEEROTETLET,

Fi, KEICHE T IRBEHETOESHUBROEBRLROERGRYMAAICEADLL T,
FOPIZEWTETFOBEENZRLTEY. SLOEVARIEDOATWVSEFTHRL,
BEXGREURUHLSHBENEELEATOEYT, TOMHBA. KERBEEREAT
THhIE, TOBEMNSZZEEEHY LhERA, AEHRESSOLBERVLED D
CEF—EHIZEoTRHAELAT. CCICEF-EEEOXFORENBO TEETHD

482



CEEHBLEVEBRWVET,

EAEIE., BVERVT7 T LK, VVTIHEBHLNRLEEARET H-DDE
BELHHED12ELT, FHEREZEOTERL TLEYT., EEMICEK. AF6 AlcT
E7 U CHREINGSBEREGICAVT TAEREEROFHRIZETIIG8EE]
AEHEATWET, £, KAETBO7S7HMEE (ASEM) E5ENMELEICH
WTIE, ELAEAFRELE TREBRERRUTOERTFEOMBIILICET 2BAE
1A FEOXBFEBTCALCEUYATCEREAELR, 7O7I2BVVTH. KEW
BEZRZEOFLHAOEEORMAANIMELOO2HYET .

EAEIE, KEWEESSORREHLT 51-0121F, XEWEERZOMEMN LS
BOY., b, REWNEREBRUVERFELIVICEEYE - HTOME - 8% - @A -
BEOETORBICEVWT, SE/MRKEY ZHRELTOWKBRESHDIEEXTVET,
FOTIZEVWTEIOESHAENT TO—F 5 LB 8I2&Y .. THEBAOTRENE
DT EDOEGY, HEDORE. OVWTEERICOAN > T S EEZHBFLET,

CHLEEEHAFREO7 70—F0O—2& LT, KESHIZRED T v akH
EMREIBLE THBREREEBA =V 7T4 71 (PS 1) AHYEST., Jhik, EEHS
DEMEREIZATIERATHIREBWEESR - SYALOEREBRLTEHIZ. &
MEAARLTHRYSAHEEBEERILLI LORET. BE. BAEEST 1 1 2EN
COPSIIZBMLTWET,

QRIZAYIZEVWTHESINEZPS IEIEELAICHNT, ESNENAEHIE LR
EOMBEBRLET 3OO HEANELEHRATITI S LITO>EHERLS THHIERE
BE] NEEShFELE, BENEIR. COPSIORMEXRFL. FOEBHHLTHE
BHGREBRET>TETWET, £, ZP7ICEH3H—DOPS I ESMEEL LT,
FOFTHEIZHLPSINOERBLEGHEBETMTTSBYEL=.

FHOEY L aVITBVNTIE, TWEFCIZHIIE) ZHIET ZH0ZOH LI
HTHHEPS IIZDONT, +THLRBRISLGINDILOLERMLTWET, 2L\TIk, =
DASTOPDIFET, PSIHN—ETHEKDOFOTHENEREMBAERT. LYK
BRI OLELY ., tBERUTERESOTENERLICHESTHLEUIHELET,

JEIZ, STIZBNSATVS 1 4 HEORFEELSENELICMELZHLEL., DR
BLAFRBEBREOHYAIZOVWTEIESHEFTRICERL . BEANTREIC TN >TL
TLEHBFVELET,

CHEHYMNES TEVELR,

483

PN
En

(&
|

f
il



1.

T YT AR
2003411H130, B
HEY~V— (G0

TIOT A (ASTOP) 28, 20034118131, HAICL>TIH
WCCBR SN, TARA IURDT, A RRUT, AR, 8E, 74A, <
=7, Sxrw—, T4V VAR, FA KRR FLADTUT 1
2 HE, WNZSERURONREENBIM U, PDAIEE DRI ZY, - SIS -
BRI At OBRE DI,

. BT, KREREELES B4 (L ROEMIEE) ROV DR TF B OV By

% Bl AT, TREREEREEE ) ORNEBICE R 7 DT #EER O <
DEFRFER LIV CORGETH HARLA OB L,

. BN, RESERGROSER~DOS OB AT LoD, KEMgiiasEo

TEBA LN EE S ONIN & RO THETH 5 & OFEReIE L., 3F
i, RMEEOTZHOAED AT LRUBSI N @55 LI, ZO5HIick
i B IR 12 5 g B T D D 2 TR BERIVHER A1 TV, TR RAHIC Bk
L7,

(@) TOMUTBWT, RSB, 2 0 0 3426 AR &N RERELERORIL
BIZBET A5G 8EHS, 200 347 HDA S EMAMHEEAIZ TEIR & AR
THEER R O O FEROTHEA LI B+ ABd8EE, 200341 0 HIC
BHR &Nz A = ERIE A OIS B B ERES, 200 3451 0 HiTH
REN- APEC HINES2BE L, Zh b TOESIL. EEfEREe
LRORFFOT-DIZ, Bl 2EBEEINE > T, KEMERRSOTHEY
HEBRBG IE~ DB 2S5 = L ORBEMZ R L TV 5,

FEVE, B B ERSSOO BRI DIEER R TR L Y IR e E
155 Z ERHEFICEETH D FER LIZATRD 2 0 0 34E7 ADA S EMAMH
AT TEIR SN KB T O OB RO LI BT 2 BIEE
SWHEE L

®

=z

. REBE. TYOTITRY AHUSE o EEM AR L,

(@) BIEL. TOTITROTT aiEBOBEPSEED LD THY , 10, Z0O%
A BN B 72D OREGE LT B 1RV S o =& B RfFA —IT LoD,
Ful R RET YR SERE Y FIT LD KEAE LD AT IR O

484



IE~Dz1Xw AV NEBRER L,

() Fiz. BT THEEBOFEALNT 27 K HHR RO ERIR ORI
ERRL, SE@h D E AR ARG O 2\ SRR R~ 0 C R > DRRAIE FTHE
IR AT D BEE L, 7o, MEROBLD A 7 OREIC DT
filh bz,

(©) ARG, FEOBEHENYEOTRIZL S, T IEDT-OOSIE DS /)
I UTe, BT, REEREREOAIHE T3 2720, BN
{HJ&U e % FICHER S AN D EEER LT,

d AL, 20034111, BHARCL>THESh, WSO EE M
ﬁ#é%lm7/7$mfﬂﬂ%ﬁﬁ&0%11@7/7ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂif~m
SEEE L, BIEIL. 7T Y7 HIBICBT B KEAHERSYSRC L A BBI T
Firdaioic, 7 UTRECRT DEEEARI R L, T U7 IRNICEBH
DR }}‘%S(&U%ﬁﬁ WRE DRt EE M O % BEIAIEE T 2 BRI C S X 3 LT,
BIREEL, BRI, BN BER, SR NI 2T 4 A KUSEROIE OB
5, BEENYRBEOE RSB E A L,

(e) Ei=. ADBIL, RILBAH 20T 5 - DDV E 2 EET 5 12H o>
T, BMEOPTREANTRELE LS LS 2EGH 2 5RO, SMEICZOX
5 BRFABELTH 2 & BIEUDNT T,

. B, AR =TT 47 (PS 1) KUBLEFRIESICEET 255,
HAR UK X H5Eeii 28 L7z, TNHOEN, A =377 4 7 AR
R RREE DR R Lo TR L OO ABBE~DRIGTH Y, A =37 T+
773, ENEREONC BT 5 EERE R ORI LTSy, KBRS ER
LOYHESER « FEFFRA~O RO SES - IER D& Ot 418
5L BROHLOTHLEHRF LIz, PS 1 Okx liic L, A/
RASAST2 SNz, B, iz, P S 1IZEIT A% ARt 2,

. BAETL, KERUERS A EERTTRE e ME I VA VO X 5 EBIIR RS L
Tro ZOIARMTBNC, BIFIK, I VA BT HERENT 7 o —F OB %
Wk LoD, 200 24E1 1 B0 THEEI YA VOYHIZSLBIND S 2D/ ~—2
FTENIEL (HCOC) ) DRSLcEE L,

. BNEEL. T UOTIRT DR R ORI O MR DT o C, BT
DXFEDEY BHDHREEFHMN L, Aisoikcn BEEM: &8 L,

485




Asian Senior-level Talks on Non-Proliferation (ASTOP)
Tokyo, 13™ November, 2003
Chairman’s Summary

1. The Asian Senior-level Talks on Non-Proliferation (ASTOP) was hosted by
Japan on 13" November 2003 in Tokyo. 12 Asian nations, namely, Brunei
Darussalam, Cambodia, indonesia, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam,
were represented in the meeting and Australia and the United States also
participated. The meeting was chaired by Ambassador Yukiya Amano,
Director-General for Arms Control and Scientific Affairs, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Japan.

2. The participants welcomed the opening of the meeting as the first
senior-level dialogue among the Asian countries dedicated specifically to the
discussion of the non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (nuclear,
chemical and biological weapons) and their delivery means as well as their
related materials and technology.

3. The participants shared the view that prevention of proliferation of weapons
of mass destruction, their delivery systems and related materials and
technology is vitally important to international peace and security, while
stressing the importance of efforts for disarmament of such weapons. They
reported on their domestic systems and efforts for non-proliferation in the
respective countries, as well as made various constructive proposals to
strengthen regional cooperation in this field, contributing to a lively exchange
of views.

(a) The meeting recalled the G8 Declaration on Non Proliferation of
Weapons of Mass Destruction adopted in June 2003, the Political
Declaration on Prevention of Proliferation of Weapons of Mass
Destruction and Their Means of Delivery adopted by the ASEM Foreign
Ministers in July 2003, the Joint Declaration on the Promotion of
Tripartite Cooperation among Japan, the People’s Republic of China and
the Republic of Korea, and the APEC Leaders’ Declaration adopted in
October 2003, all of which stress the importance of continuing efforts on
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disarmament and prevention of proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction, their delivery systems and related materials and technology,
in accordance with relevant intermnational conventions in the interest of
maintaining international peace and security.

(b) Thus, the participants noted the aforesaid Political Declaration adopted
by the ASEM Foreign Ministers to the effect that comprehensive and
non-discriminatory implementation of, as well as efforts for gaining wider
adherence to, the relevant international conventions are of great
importance.

4. The meeting underscored the importance of regional cooperation in the
Asian region.

(a) The participants reaffirmed their commitment to prevent terrorists or
those who harbor them from acquiring or developing weapons of mass
destruction and their delivery means as well as their related materials
and technology, as they unanimously viewed that the threat of terrorist
activities is real in Asia, and that continued efforts to reduce this threat
should be greatly encouraged.

(b) They also noted that the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula would
contribute to the peace and stability of the Asia-Pacific region as a whole,
and that they look forward to concrete and verifiable progress towards a
complete and permanent nuclear weapons-free Korean Peninsula. The
issues of Iran were also touched upon from the viewpoint of
non-proliferation.

Z

(c) The meeting encouraged the participating countries’ efforts to prevent ﬂ/é
proliferation by reinforcing relevant national authorities in the respective ?zt
countries. Participants discussed the need to further develop the il

national authorities, legislation and capabilities in order to strengthen the
non-proliferation mechanisms of weapons of mass destruction and their
delivery systems.

(d) The meeting took note of the 1% Asian Export Control Policy Dialogue
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and the 11" Asian Export Control Seminar convened by Japan in
October 2003 which stressed the importance of export control. The
participants discussed the need to strengthen export control systems in
Asian countries, and to further promote dialogues and cooperation on
non-proliferation and disarmament within the Asian region so as to
counter the threat posed by the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction and their delivery systems in the region. The participants
welcomed increased cooperation between relevant national authorities,
particularly with respect to sharing of information, experiences, best
practices and expertise.

(e) The meeting also acknowledged that some participating states may
require technical assistance in implementing necessary measures to
strengthen non-proliferation mechanisms, and called on participants to
provide such assistance.

5. The participants appreciated the detailed explanation by Australia, Japan
and the United States on the Proliferation Security Initiative and its
Statement of Principles. They explained that the Initiative is a response to
the growing challenge posed by the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction, their delivery systems and their related materials worldwide, and
that it seeks to impede and stop trafficking of such materials flowing to and
from states and non-state actors of proliferation concern, consistent with
national legal authorities and relevant international law and frameworks.
There was useful exchange of views on various aspects of the PSI. The
participants will report the explanation on the PSI to their respective capitals
for their consideration.

6. The participants are deeply concerned about the threat posed by
proliferation of ballistic missiles capable of delivering weapons of mass
destruction. In this context, participants took note of the launch of The
Hague Code of Conduct against Ballistic Missile Proliferation (HCOC) in
November 2002, while recognizing the need for a comprehensive approach
towards missiles.

7. The participants emphasized the importance of the continuing the dialogue
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as they appreciated the fruitful outcomes of the dialogue among the
participants in addressing disarmament and non-proliferation issues in Asia.
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