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1"ve learned not only about academic
matter from Japan but 1"ve learnt to be
good at heart such as to be honest, to
understand and care about other
people®s feeling, to work hard, to
always think for the whole not only for
myself etc. | was trained to be
professional in academic and also to be
better person in the society.

I don"t have "Demerit"

Made more friends.

Technology good

communication

CEO

/business

Communication & Networking

Communication and Bunka o manabu

Additional language

working with Japanese company

Not being appreciated by Japanese superiors




Yes, very good, wonderful

NITHONJIN NO KOKORO YOKU WAKATEIMAS

NASHI

Had a lot of experiences that | could
not have learned in my country

N/A

Network & friendship were established

none

was able to establish linkage, was able
to improve skills on research

none

Network|
was established.

my wife is Japanese

learned about Japanese language and
culture

Japanese education is not appreciated in my
country by Japanese related institutions,
compared to those who study in America by
American Institutions.




We can learn about “ self-help” effort
of Japanese people, which I think is thelEnglish skill
best way of development

Japanese people truly assistant to the
Foreign Students

/

More exposure to other intl students; - _ S .
A differnt point of view, mostIyA bit Japan-centric in 1iits education;

available Overseas Degree not widely recognised
To konw the new technology in the usage|less teaching and learning of the Japanese
of education. language for teacher®s training.
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Japan is very safe and | believe my kid will be very well advised with kindness
feel.

easy to get the job, (for Japanese company)

High tech

To learn more about Japanese culture and work ethics.

To learn Japanese love of country, discipline, efficiency, technology

To develop good working attitude. Discipline & because of high level of technology

improve discipline and expose them to another culture

Kekko Yokatta

Very hospitable and accommodating country




gakko yokatta

my experience was very good

Japan is a very beautiful place.

Exellent educational experience

wonderful experience

To learn how to be their own effort "self- help effort”

I want them to experience what | had experienced.

to learn more about foreign culture and tradition

Exposure to something other than local country view

to learn more abount culture and tradition
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limited future employability
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/

There are many supporting programe from Japanese government for foreing students
who want to get education programe in Japan already. But I think it would be very
helpful if the Japanese government can introduce all the supporting programe to
students in rural areas of Thailand too. There are students who may not be very
good in academic performance due to family"s background e.g. low income, not study|
in good school in BKK, etc. However, these students should not be left uncare.
They should have a chance to receive a precious gift in terms of education from
Japanese government too.

I want you to help a computer® s techonology such as a software , because it is
expensive to buy it.

Japanese government should provide the flexible regulation which allow foreign
students can change major or faculty or University after the first year of study|
Japanese language. Because the names of faculties in Japan universities are
different from other countries. Students may misunderstand when they apply from
their countries. The mismatching cause them suffer and despair when they come to
Japan and realize about the educational system. For students who study Social
sciences, the rule that students have to stay in Japan at least 1 day of the month
may be the serious obstacle for the progress of studying. Sometimes we have to
go and stay in fieldwork for a long period such as 3-6 months. | think the Japanese
government should consider the different circumstances between students of
Sciences and Social Sciences.

open

1. A good communication with Japan is necesary with more younger
generation(student )participating Japanese program.

2. Continue cross-cultural & education plan shall establish better & good future
human relationship.

reunion program in Malaysia and other countries.

1. To give grants to Alumni to promote Japan to Secondary Schools in Malaysia.
2. More promotion about Japan in Malaysia.

No Comment




one-on-one consultation

Jakarta Persada
martial art
Karate Judoo, Kempoo, Jujitsu, Aikido,Kendoo nado

Center of information

martial art
(We will make unsada Dharma Persada Daigaku/University, as the place for
the center informations of Japanese martial Arts like Karate, Judoo, Kempo,
Jujitsu, Aikidoo, Kendoo, etc)in Indonesia. Thank you very much.

Rasuna Sahid Sumantri Brodjonegoro

1. Kindly increase the supports to place the roles& functions of the university
established by the Alumni of Japan be more proportional as the agent of friendship
and brotherfood between Japan & Indonesia in the long range.

2. Kindly take initiative in staging "Bilateral Meeting on Education Partnership”
among the leaders of universities of Japan & Indonesia. (for the first time, limited
to 10 to 15 leaders from respective country)

3. Increase the establisment of "Japan Cultural Centers" in Indonesia, including
"BUDO-KAN" to introduce & develop activities of specific sports of Japan and
cultures.

4 Increase the programs of students exchange, lecturers exchange, and joint
research in various kinds of fields.

5. Kindly increase in sending professors in various ? (and native speakers for
Japanese language) to the universities in Indonesia, especially the one
established by Japan Alumni.




Philippines and Japan will continue to collaborate in the field of fisheries and
agriculture. Specifically 1 and my former Professors have excellent working
relationships that led to establishment of biotechnology laboratory in Southeast
Asian fisheries development center, agriculture department, Philippines.

(support)

Strengthen support in our desire to develop Japan culture in our country

Promote/ strengthen further collaborative work in common areas of research.

Association (support)

For Japan to continue support to advirtise of scholars who returned to their
country.

scholarship

1) Give more opportunity to young students. 2) To give students part-time work
so they work for money (not everything is free). 3) Advertise more

2) -
8
ASEAN
ASEAN
FTA
ASEAN ASEAN
HOMESTAY
Developed Country
counterparts
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)
3)

Support to former students clubs in each country.
Organise the exchange between Japan®s Association and other Asian Countries to
promote the activities of former students there.

Strong support to our Association of former students. -Establishment some Japan®s
schools, university or joint ones for Japanese study or Technology education and
training.

To promote exchange activities among the people who graduated from universities
in Japan. If possible, give chances for them to conduct the research cooperation
in each country and among countries in the region.

JICA
Program

Visiting
Clinical Fellow

11



I would like Japan’ s Government to concentrate support the former students from
Japan

ASEAN

Thongvang

Make more closely active in all field. Visa procedure should be easier for former
students from Japan.

The Japanese government has done to a great deal in developing human resources
particularly in developing countries. The efforts were been commendable. 1 would
like to urge the continuation of the efforts. Those students returned from Japan
have been active in developing the country. It would be more important for Japanese
companies or organizations in foreign countries particulaly in Cambodia think
highly of the returned students and more important the quality of Japanese
education, without which it would be hard to make Japan an attractive
place/destination for foreign students to pursue their higher education.

More time learning in Architect, because | just study in college only, I hope |
can continue go to University School to learn more Architect in future.

It is nice, that you actively keep contact with your ex-students, but at the end
of the day, these students want recongnition for their studies by their own country,
and that is difficult if the certificate is not officially recognised.

Giving more time in the learning of Japanese for teacher®s training program.
Giving or providing more programs for Bachelor Degree in Japan for foreign students
in English Language.
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| find that the general education that we go through as under graduate students is not very
effective. | realize that many Japanese students have no interest in the classes that they are
taking. | have to take classes that | am not interested in too. It might be better if we have more
choices of classes. | am in the faculty of Engineering and | have to take English classes! | wish |
could be exempted from that. It was too easy for me. There was no necessity for me to take
English classes.

I also hope that Japanese university would change then system of having to finish all 4 years
to graduate. In the U.K. and the U.S., if | were to obtain all the credits in 3 years, | can
graduate and pursue my Masters in the 4th year. | find the system rigid in a way that | have to
finish 4 years because my thesis is in my last year.

The obvious barrier for foreign student to study in Japan is language. Japan is attractive
because of the scholarship.

Therefore policy of increasing the number of self-supporting overseas students is by offering
more educational program in English.

What | feel to be a student in Japan is that | am getting more stupid because my professor
push me whatever he wants, although it does obviously not make sense at all. I am so
depressed to be here because my professor always discourages me all the time.

e There should be more information about Japan, the life in Japan, the study in Japan. There
should be the centers which give such information in big cities overseas. There should be
more advertisements on mass media about it.

e The corporation between Japanese and Overseas universities is also important. There could
be exchange programs.

e There should be more centers in Japan which can help foreign students fond part-time jobs
and accommodations.

o Expand Japanese language education overseas or have courses in English.

Policy is reasonable. | would posit that problems are more on communications and support
system. There are well meaning volunteers (Japanese side) that providing support system but
few foreign students avail of them because of communication and openness gap. Language
courses should be promoted in all school not only public/national so all students can pursue
Japanese language courses to higher level. Friendship/Exchange programs showed be
promoted.

Generally, Japan’s policy toward foreign students are good. It set up many association and
activities to help give information about convenient living & studying in Japan. Even
Universities care a lot about foreign students and forgive in some case to foreign students.

My problem but not serious is about the inter personal relation between serious because of
cultural & values differences. Both sides try to conquer others, and sometimes lead to
misinterpretation & understanding.

In Japanese Universities, not many study tour overseas, so Japan Universities should
encourage this fields that are very important in Globalization trend in the world today.

I think that Japan’s policy is OK with no serious problems. The problem for me and most
students is the way Japanese treat (think about) us. Most of them think that we're guest, not
real friends.

13




Teacher trainees with masteral degree already finished in his own country should be given
extension for doctorate degree. Scholarship allowance should be increased to fully support the
foreign students’ needs at per all the increasing princes of commodities.

“ Self-Supporting”, think it's not popular policy, because usually students who have ensuing
money to pay their education cost, proffering USA or European countries to expense their
study.

For Japan most of them are their developing countries who have lack of fund for their study,
decreasing the support from Japan’s 60s with include the opportunity to get better education.

In the long run, it also will induce the good influence of Japan especially to the Asian
Countries.

It's better if supporting fund from monbusho will be from of humber of participants for such
country.

In my opinion, the Japan’s policy toward foreign students studying in Japan is a very good
and a long-time beneficial way to build a better relationship between Japan and ASEAN’s
country. So I think this policy should be countered and more efforts should be taken to make
sure this policy reaches it's goal.

About the self-supporting overseas students, | don’s really agree that to survive in Japan
(without scholarship). 1 think it's impossible for a student from a small country like Malaysia.
So, by increasing the number of self-supporting overseas students, it means like reducing the
chance of students of my country and | think most of ASEAN country to study here, so | think
the second policy should be studied more.

I have three comments, that would be improving the overseas students in the study and
living in Japan:

¢ Is it possible to support the overseas students by providing the materials and stipends while
they're conducting research. For example, doing experiment, survey in order to gather the
research data. Some activities have high expenses.

e There are good policies to provide overseas students by giving them living in dormitory for 1
year or 2 years. But It'll be good if the private apartments owners or the real estate have
student discount for rent and key money.

o To get better understanding in the study field and it's helpful for research, It would be nice if
there are training, working field in rather than the lecture or class.

| think Japan has a good and friendly policy toward foreign students. Thank you very
much.

This questionnaire is quite difficult to read the multiple choices, it's very confuse to choose.

I hope the scholarships for ASEAN students continues to increase.

It's important to have activities and exchange programs for foreign students in the
countryside as well as in the cities here in Japan. Learning about Japanese traditional
folklore, joining in rural matsuri, and trying countryside food should be a part of the
experience for foreign students. In my opinion, home stay is a good chance for foreign
students to learn the Japanese language and culture.

The level of Japanese language school teachers must be improved in order for foreign
students to have a good foundation of the Japanese language. | thank the course content
must also be update so that it is more communicative. Foreign students need to practice
their language skills in class. Communication is one of the key elements in language
learning. If foreign students develop a strong base through language classes, they can
communicate more easily in Japanese society and can understand Japanese culture more
easily. In the end they can avoid misunderstandings and solve a lot of problems they fall
living in Japan.

Please staff in charge must be able to speak English
Other important thing to dealt, please support with staff can speak English (For example,
staff at post office, bank, station, etc.)
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I think that in previous years, the Monbukagakusho scholarship had provided students with
accommodation subsidies. For students who are able to obtain accommodation in dormitories,
the rental fee is still maybe affordable to some, but for those who can't get any dormitory to stay
in, they will have to search for apartments which may cost higher and also difficult to search
for landlords who are willing to rent to foreigners.

In addition to that, the rental fees of dormitories provided for international students are so
different from universities’ lodges. The latter is more cheaper than the former and |
personally feel that this is not a fair deal for students who maybe a self-supporting student and
has tight budget with his/her own daily expenses. Also, the dormitories usually have
limitations to the period of time one can stay. | think if the dormitories could relax the rules
on the period of stay, for example, a doctorate student could be allowed to stay in the same
dormitory till he/she graduates, this could save the student from the hassle of finding new
accommodations while he/she maybe busy in his/her studies.

¢ Provide the suitable accommodation offer every student during his or her stay, not just only
within the first two years.
e The seniority, this system is too troublesome for the foreign student to accept or get used to it.

¢ | think Japan’s universities should provide course teaching Japan’s high school subjects
especially Math for new come students (undergraduate students) because there are many
difference in educations of every country. Therefore, it is hard for students to follow lectures
in universities if they don't really know how is Japanese say of thinking.

o | think it is better if overseas students come to study in Japan starting from master course.
It means they start doing their research in Japan. As | see, overseas students that started
their study’s in Japan in undergraduate course, including me, are not so good in mastering
their basic’s study because of trouble in communications and understanding the lectures.
This will cause trouble during their research.

I get Monbusho scholarship to study my Ph.D degree program, so that it is all right.

It would be good if Japan could maintain for ever further its current policy toward foreign
students. However, it is understandable if Japan would be shifting its policy in light of
globalization and the present economic status of Japan. It would help though if a new
information to sources of income is made available to interested applicants.

About the Train’s monthly ticket, research student should buy in the same price as student.
And the origin and destination should not be fixed. The students have rights to decide where
should be destination or origin.

It's good enough (in my univ) but please do following;

o Give more attention to Self-supported students; so there is no jealousy between
Self-supported student and Monbukagakusho student.

o Make it possible for foreign students to use ex-Multi-purpose hall/room more freely.
Because, they can organize themselves if there is a place to accommodate that.

e Build more dormitory so foreign students can live there in quite long time.

e Some international courses are not really international. For example, my friend’s got this
kind of scholarship for international course but even his professor can not speak English;
moreover, there are very few lectures that are taught in English (and fewer are related to his
major).

¢ | think the policy of increasing the number of self-supporting overseas students will not
succeed much, since the cost of living in Japan is very expensive and it takes more time to
learn the Japanese language before getting into the regular study course than in
English-speaking countries.

| think that Japan has done a wonderful job giving a chance for foreign students to study
here. | wish to thank Mombusho for giving me this opportunity. | find that the policy took
care of most of the students’ needs. For example the reception | received when | arrived at
AIEJ dorm is very warm and helpful. Please keep up the good work. | hope that future
foreign student will be as fortunate as | am and receive the good treatment | received.
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Japan’s policy regarding foreign students I think is one of the last in the world. But we need
to look into the housing and lodging concerns of these students. Also, the need to look into the
proper appropriation of budget for scholarship so that the student can focus more on her study
rather than on part-time work.

Self-supporting overseas students can be improved if proper work of study ratio are properly
monitored and followed. Also, if job are often equally, since as far as | know most job opening
famous native English speakers and there are qualified English speaking students but English
is not their native tongue. Thank you very much also for all your help.

I think that bringing in more foreign students to Japan will help in * internationalizing’
Japan. | think that Japan is an easy country to live in, but the fixed conventional way of
education is rather unattractive (good school — good job, average school — average job). | feel
that most lecturers treat their foreign students the some way as their Japanese students.

This is good but they must realize that we may not understand what they mean and | hope that
when this happens, they would be willing to help cut and not ignore us.

In a nutshell, | think that Japan has a good policy toward foreign students now, but if they
hope that students would come on their own money, it may be difficult. Japan’s education
level is very high and the prices on also, very high. If good support is given, the high price is
understandable but otherwise. | don't think Japan will be the first choice to study abroad.

More dormitories should be made available to foreign students, rather than just limiting it to
students who have just came to Japan. On top of that, | have the impression that the
Japanese government policy towards increasing the number of foreign students is limited to
only postgraduate students (i.e. Master, Doctorate, etc). Undergraduate students seem to
have been neglected in the various policies implemented to benefit foreign students.

I think by giving scholarships to other countries, Japan indirectly has already invested a
useful resource for the future. Students who receive scholarship more or less will feel
attached to Japan. As an impression of gratitude, students are more likely to stay in Japan
and work for a couple of years some of them get use3d to the system and choose to keep on
working in Japan. Scholarships are usually given to those who have skill. If those people
decide to work and dedicate themselves to Japan, Japan will have a lot of good human
resources. Because of the reasons mentioned above, | think giving scholarships to other
countries is a very good policy.

| think I did not get any supporting from Japanese government, therefore I do not care if
there is the policy of increasing the number of self-supporting overseas student.

Many times | saw students who were supported by Japanese government, they are not a good
student. This means Japanese Government is wasting money to support those lazy students.

Japan’s policy to increase the number of overseas students is welcome.

However, | sense that Japanese system and your people are not ready to deal with any
increase number of foreign students.

The most obvious issue is discrimination against foreigners. Japanese people tend to
generalize any bad problems caused by foreign students. Your society is still a very chose
society, may be not so much in urban areas but definitely so in rural areas.

Your system is also very rigid, too many rules to follow. While | thank the Japanese
Government for getting the Monbusho Scholarship, | have to say there are many disadvantages
like not being able to stay in dormitory because of that status.

Japan is the worst country in terms of providing support for International students.
Furthermore, every is expensive and strict.

Japan should be more internationalized. And loosen-up “the Japanese ways” because it
suckles.

Should provide more opptunities for foreign students to final jobs, and also provide more
information about living.
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The Japanese should better give more scholarships to foreigners in order to persuade the
foreign students. Moreover, the government should provide the international universities
more than at the present time.

I think Japan’s policy towards foreign students is good and the government better keep the
condition as it is now.

Japan’s policy toward foreign students is good, however, as there is a tendency of increasing
number foreign students to come and study in Japan, the competition to get the scholarship is
getting higher.

I wish, Japanese Government could help move for private-financed students to get the
opportunity of scholarships.

Thank you.

With the recruitment admission of international students in any universities in Japan, they
must be given considerable options of employment (part-time) that will somehow provide
financial aid to his studies here as long as the students manage his part-time job; studies well,
he must be supported and not restricted.

Frankly speaking, everything in Japan is very perfect in relation to living condition, health
insurance as well as academic life. However, information on procedures of admission to
Japanese universities from overseas should be more widely advertised. In addition, number of
courses available in English should be also increased.

It is a good plan to increase the number of self-supporting overseas students. Because,
many students can get the chances to study in Japan, especially to the students of developing
countries.

But, the problem is not numbers of students, it is also very important the quality and the
environment that we can study in Japan in easily.

Now, we cannot get scholarship and after we graduate the Japanese universities, we have
few chances to get jobs in Japan. Therefore, most of foreign students feel that Japan is not a
good country to study. They do only part-time job and there they become over-stay.

There is no any others in particulars. But | would like to request that it will be better if the
members of Monbukagakusho Scholars are increased for Myanmar because Myanmar still
needs to upgrade her own education and technologies in various fields.

It is very good.

e Japan’s policy has been very take care of foreign students studying in Japan. Proper
management has been established to help foreign students in accustoming their life in Japan.
However, foreign students like me seldom expose to the news or announcement involving
international related events. Maybe more posters or notice should be put up in public places
so that foreign students aware of what way happening around them.

e The increasing of self supporting overseas students are encouraging. But the life expenses
in Japan is too difficult for a long term stay students, maybe they should be given chance to
be involved in salary engaged activities, and the procedure of applying for the permission
should be less complicated.

Increase number of courses available in English, because nihongo is difficult (especially the
kanji character).

Attention should be given more to the students that have self-supporting status, such as
more information to get scholarship from other parties.
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No problem so far, but I just feel that it's hard to make Japanese friend, maybe because of the
language problem. The procedure of renting apartment is very complicated, and the rent is
also very-very expensive. For the foreigner who doesn’t understand Japanese so well, living in
Japan. | think it's better not to separate between Japanese and foreigner, so the foreigner can
socialize with the Japanese easier.

I think it is good to increase the number of self-supporting overseas students in Japan, as
long as the welfare support for the students is being maintained (or even better, being
improve).

To study in Japan is always the great opportunity for students in other countries. But, the
difficulties are often the financial problems. We, students in developing countries, expect to
get more financial supports from Japan Government and other sources. (It is the) To geta
scholarship is the first challenge for any student who wants to study here.

Thank you very much.

I don't really have a deep understanding on Japan’s policy concerning foreign students. But
in general, | think Japan is quite generous in giving scholarship to foreigners. (Both from
government side or from private.)

One think that concern me is the difficulties in finding lodging or apartments due to our
status as foreigners. If the government could help us to settle in Japan without being
discriminated by the real-estate (or oyasan), | believe Japan will attract more student coming
from abroad.

Tuition waving for foreign students.
Apartment rental systems. It is very expensive to move in.

Japan’s policy toward foreign students studying in Japan and policy of increasing the number
of self-supporting overseas students have been done and successfully applied in this institute
where I'm studying now. There are numbers of foreign students in this institute and | think
most of them can follow the educational system very well as there is enough information which
is given in English and enough support from people around us including Professors, Japanese
students and others. | think this policy will continue to influence the global academic
development in the world.

Japan has lot to offer to the world with its advancement in technology and its unique cultural
background. Therefore the only way for the world, especially countries in ASEAN, to explore
these great opportunities is for Japan to increase the in-take of Japan’s own sponsored or
self-supporting overseas students into higher institution in Japan.

There are many Vietnamese students who want to go to Japan to study, but too few of them
can fulfill their dreams. The main reason is insufficient information. Because of lacking
information, we are not confident to go to Japan for studying.

e Please use international language to communicate with foreigners.
e Advance of course of Japanese language for foreigner.

I'm happy studying here. Japan’s policy is well. The most difficult is the language. | need
times to learn it.

o Raise awareness of Japanese universities in other countries.
* Raise educational & research level.
e Provision of cheap and accessible hostels to foreign students, especially in Tokyo area.

For an international program, lectures classes should be 100% provided in English, not mixed
by Japanese & English liked current classes.
e Classes should be provided with more international standard style.

It's a good idea, but the most important is to subsidies the tuition fee. If it is possible make
it free. And also give informations about part-time jobs, so than self-support students can
really support themself.
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e Over all Japan’s policy is good, e-g., welcoming every student from all over the world without
discrimination, offering so many scholarships program, etc.

e As the price (living expense) in Japan especially in Tokyo is very high. | think it will be
better if they (Japan Gov.) make a detail explanation for foreign student, not just by
mentioning the fact in one phrase.

o Anyway It is great to be able live in Japan.

1. Living cost and tuition fee in Japan universities are too expensive for foreign students
especially students from ASEAN country. It seems to difficult for the students to study in
Japan without support from Japan Government.

2. Japanese culture is very different from other Asia Countries’ culture. Many students

including western students can not understand the way of thinking of Japanese professor.

Many students think that Japanese professors are not able to communicate well and never

appreciate their students. So, actually many foreign students are guile disappointed studying

in Japan. Based on this feeling, | wonder that the number of the students who has willingness
to study in Japan will decreases.

3. In order to success Japan'’s policy of inviting foreign students to study in Japan, | think there

are some points to be improved:

e Academic environment should be more friendly the information system should be improved.
(So far we have to ask when we want to know something. They never informed us if we did
not ask)

e Supervisors/Advisors should have a good ability in communicating with their students.

They seem do not understand with the goal of Japan’s government policy of inviting foreign
students.
“ 1 am always right” has to be thrown away from their mind.

We couldn’t get much information in our own country. For my case, | studied in abroad
before | came to Japan and so | can get enough information about how to apply to Japanese
university, how to get scholarships, and so on. It is very difficult to get enough information
about Japanese universities in our own country. For language, there is not much chance to
learn suitable Japanese language level in our own country. For self-supporting students, it is
quite difficult to get student visas before he/she is coming to Japan.

In my opinion, self-supporting students will have problem to provide enough time for himself
to study and to do part time job. | think it will, somehow, effect their studies.

Since living commodity in Japan is currently among the highest, especially once you live in
Tokyo. Moreover due to the increasing development of higher education in developing
countries, the policy of increasing number of self-supporting overseas students will very likely
decrease the number of overseas students.

I don't understand well about the question but | have happy time to stay here and Japanese
government takes care of foreign students well.

¢ | have a lot of problem with Japanese language in the university. Although the course that |
take is an international graduate course. But only a few subject or lectures are given in
English. So many interesting course that | would like to learn are teach in Japanese.
Although the laboratory and thesis | can do it in English. But | also expect the knowledge
that | can get from the class or lecture too.

e The time schedule of lectures and almost all study information are in Japanese with no
English translation. And also the Japanese staff can not speak English well, so this is a very
difficulty for new comer who have no ability to understand Japanese Kanji.

It is not the right time for Japanese government to impose their policy now due to the global
economy crisis.

The tuition fee and living expenses are too high, especially, for self-supporting students.
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As in my university, although I'm studying in International Course, there are not enough
courses available in English to graduate. Therefore, I've to take some courses in Japanese.
That troubled me, because I could not understand the content in the class, even if | have some
knowledge in Japanese language. The Japanese language classes in my university are not
effective enough for studying and researching in Japan. Moreover, Japanese students in my
laboratory are usually silent, they are not talking at all. That makes me more difficult to
improve my Japanese level.

Also, cost of living in Japan is so high that it is very hard for students from ASEAN to study
in Japan. | was very lucky that I could get quite high scholarship from private foundation for
a year, anyway, that was still not enough, and after one year period pass, that would be quite
some troubles.

Please supply more information to find lodging or apartments for overseas students and
please extend the period of staying in dormitory of university as the same standard as the other
university (2 or more years) because in my case is not.

o Put staff in the admissions office and registrar’s office who can speak English.
o All “forms” to be used by the foreign students must be “bilingual”.

I think Japan’s policy for Overseas Students is already good. In my country, we can access
many information about Japanese Universities and also available scholarships. This is
already enough to know Japan and its education system.

The problem is that because many lectures are conducted in Japanese, so we must take the
lectures for completing our credits. It's so hard for us to understand the content of lectures at
beginning. We need 2-3 years to be able to understand Japanese language well, especially
technical Japanese words. Now, | have been able to speak Japanese although is not so good.
But | have used Japanese in discussion with my colleague. In this note, | just want to tell you
that is so hard for us (especially me) to study the Japanese and conduct our research at the
same time. We need the time to understand the Japanese, especially in the lectures.

One of the reasons why Japan is a good place to study is the availability of scholarship. Had
it not been for it, I think | would also apply for universities in countries like United States,
United Kingdom, Australia, Canada, where the language is the least of my problems. | believe
that research capabilities of Japan is among the top and one could do expensive studies here
but, I guess, | would be able to progress faster in English-speaking countries, since | am the
only foreigner in the laboratory, English is seldom used. In other words, discussions, seminars
and consultations are done in Nihongo.

The living cost in Japan is said to be highest over the world, so it's really difficult for student
to study and live in Japan, especially for students from Asian country. I think the policy of
increasing the number of self-supporting overseas students is not suitable for this time. The
finance support for oversea students is still really important.

o Raise opportunity to continue education into higher level
(master students - doctor students)

o Increase availability of universities’ dormitory for foreign
students during staying period

In general, the overall systems did a very good work until now. I personally is satisfied with
the support given by the Japan Government, university and supervisors.
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I would like to recommend about accommodation. It is not reasonable that a student, who
had been living in university Dormitory, cannot enter to stay again in the second time. So we
have to find an apartment by ourself and pay a big saving. It's very suffer for foreign student
to do everything when just arrived Japan within first week. Please consider and improve this
system in the near future. Thank you very much.

Sincerely yours,
Thai student

I have been studying in Japan for almost 7 years now and yet, there are still a number of
things which | find substandard regarding Japan’s policies toward foreign students. First,
although there are some organizations in big cities like Tokyo, which help us find lodgings and
apartments, in most towns, it is extremely hard to rent apartments and to find sufficient data
regarding them. Second, although most foreign students have been made to study the
Japanese language, | think that it is still a big handicap for us especially when official forms,
school policy books, and the likes are being forced upon us. | think that such
papers/documents should at least be written in easier Japanese if not in English. Third, |
believe that more information regarding medical institutions should be provided.

It's quite hard for foreigners to live in Japan. There so many problems such as house
renting.

Moreover, the education system for master course, the research is considered to be more
important than course work. As a result, many students graduated master course from Japan
find it's harder to continue PhD in other countries, like USA, without repeating the master
program again. Therefore, many students think that why waste time in Japan.

Basically, in my opinion, Japan’s policy toward foreign students studying in Japan is one of
good way making or Keeping Japanese development in any parts, especially “to build network”
between Japan and these countries.

And besides, by increasing the number of “ self-supporting” overseas students, It's mean will
increase that opportunity, but... to get optimum result, Japanese government or agencies must
make a good selection for those students and give a good opportunity for them to take part-time
job/whatever to support their living expenses in Japan.

Japan should actively make publicity at oversea country, such as, individually hold “Fair of
studying in Japan”, to encourage more student to come to Japan. There are extremely less
information of studying in Japan at my own country.

¢ It makes chances for students who want to enroll in Japanese institutions, or go further in
researching activities.

o Facilitating policies such as easier system for renting apartments, more chance of part time
jobs are thankful for self-supporting students in Japan.

The number of overseas students should be increasing and more sufficient service for
international student office in each university, then also should be increasing the opportunity
to get or receive the self-supporting for financial support from university and company which
has join research or program with university.

¢ Provide more information in English please.
¢ Make it easier in finding apart/mansion.

Increasing the number of self-supporting foreign students implies the eradication of
“Monbusho Scholarships”, | think this would likely lower the number of competitive students,
who would opt to pursue graduate/undergrad studies here, taking the fact that the cost of living
here specially in the metropolis, is high and there is also the added burden for foreigners to
learn nihongo. Most likely, these | competitive student would apply for scholarships in other
English speaking countries.

We have a high regard to the graduate education in Japan that’s one of the reasons why we
are here.
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I would like to thank the Japanese Government for their continuing support and
commendable policies towards foreign students studying in Japan.

I wish the Japanese Government bring back the previous benefits that its
MOMBUKAGAKUSHO scholars enjoyed before, such as housing subsidy and field allowances,
in order to encourage more good students from other Universities abroad to come to Japan. |
would also like to suggest, that if possible renewal of visa application be done through the
students respective Universities. In addition, | would like also to suggest that foreign
students studying in Japan with no scholarship be given a monthly subsidy due to the very
high cost of living in Japan. Thank you very much!!!

I cannot really give my opinion about Japan’s policy toward foreign students, because | don't
know much about it. From my experience | got the impression that application procedures for
studying in Japan have go through a lot of bureaucracy. For example, | had to undergo several
steps before being accepted in and heading to Japan. First, | had to pass the selection process
in my home university, ITB. After state3d as a candidate from Indonesia, | had to send my
proposed research plan to Tokyo Institute of Technology, the school that offers the exchange
program. My chance of being accepted was only 25%. After TITech gave their approval. |
was told to apply for scholarship from AIEJ. My chance became 50% AIEJ sent me letters,
asking for copy of my passport in order to issue certificate of eligibility. My chance increased
to 15%. Finally they sent me the air-ticket, it meant | was 100% accepted . The process took
about 5 months. Psychologically | felt a bit unrelated and worried, because studying in Japan
has always been a past of my plans for the future and there were so many uncertainties. May
be Japanese government can do something about it? Anyway, | feel so lucky and thankful
because Japan has given me opportunity to study here.

Japan is an attractive country for overseas students who want to study abroad, especially in
the field of technology-related. But the cost for study and live in Japan is so high so that most
of the students look for other alternatives if they do not get any support or scholarship. If
Japan needs more self-supporting oversea students, they should provide more opportunity for
the students to reach part-time jobs position, just like in US. (I used to study in the US and
found no difficulty in working part time job to support myself.) International courses are also
in needed more than there are now.

Japan policy for foreign students is a good thing. Financial support from scholarship and
other made student focused on their study and doesn’'t have to bother about the expensive
living expenses in Japan. Self supporting students may have more free time since they
required the part-time job to fulfill they need not including the difficulties in apartment.

School fee is too expensive for foreign students particularly from Asia Pacific region. Fee
exemption is definitely important for foreign students to concentrate on their studies.

| think the Japanese government should strictly implement or revise its policy in accepting
foreign students or those people who want to pursue their studies here in Japan. Because |
have noticed lately that there are many foreign students (self supported) who are suffering
from difficulties in terms of financial situation. The main cause of this problem is lack of
financial support from their families and before going to Japan they were assuming that they
can survive with their financial needs by means of doing a part time job. For this reasons,
there are a lot of problems arises that leads to have a discrimination between foreign students
and Japanese.

It is also important for the Japanese government to increase the number of offices where all
students who are suffering from different kinds of problems can receive counseling and advice.
It will help to encourage the students to do what is best for themselves. As we know, the rate
of overstayed foreigners here in Japan is very high and most of them are previous students.

22




Most foreign students who earn their living by part-time job sometimes being treated unfair.
According to my opinion, it would be better if there are some companies who would like to train
& accept foreign students to work with them. As the situation of what I'm facing now, most
company only accept those who can fluently speak Japanese, or otherwise, required 1 level of
Japanese proficiency test, which wakes it difficult to practically learn other rage apart from
learning inside the classroom & improve one's Japanese ability that can be applied in the real
situation.

| feel that despite the official policy of increasing foreign students number in Japan is
effective, in that scholarships are provided, the support at the ground level from professors and
fellow Japanese students are little. Most foreign students feel excluded from the Japanese
society and do not feel a strong sense of camaraderie with their Japanese counterparts. That |
feel is the main problem with foreign students in Japan.

e Japan’s policy toward foreign students studying in Japan is friendly but | think if Japanese
government has some more priorities for foreign students it will be better. For example,
when a foreigner does some illegal act, punishment should be lighten up because foreigners
in Japan has low income and few knowledge about Japanese law.

e The education in Japan has nothing new compared with other Asian educations. The better
thing is that educational equipment is so good. Attendance system is applied well and it
plays an important part in students’ study result but in some cases it's like a compulsory
education. As for foreign students who have to do part-time jobs to afford their living, its not
good | think.

I think it would still be best if the Monbukagakusho (Government Scholarship) would
continue further. It would be hard, specially for my fellow countryman, to self-support
themselves while studying here. First of all, the language barrier, and secondly, there aren’t
much information about getting a part-time job.

There were same problems on daily living such as foods, customs, etc., but particularly they
aren’t big problems. By the time goes by, | guess that everyone would be able to understand
those problems caused by culture different. It's a consequence that each place has its own
culture, its own way of living.

The most big problem for foreigners, according to me, is finding for lodging/apartment. The
owner of the lodging/apartment requires guarantor, in the contrary, foreign student got if
difficulty since it's difficult for Japanese to trust on foreigner. Off course it's a reasonable
thing not to believe foreigners. If there is such policy to solve this dilemma, it would be very
helpful for foreign student in Japan, | guess.

Increase number of courses available in English and let Japanese can speak in English much
more better so that foreign students will not face much trouble when live in Japan. In Japan,
there is no pointer system (result), so foreign students cannot further their studies in other
foreign country.
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I would like to say thank to Japanese government and Mombusho that give chances to
foreign students to come to study in Japan. | am rather satisfied in study and in life here.

o Fees exemption system is a must even after the public universities have been privatized.

e Tuition fees shouldn’t be increased because if will burden those who do not receive
scholarship of fee exemption.

¢ Increase the English education level of Japanese and also expand free Japanese education
among foreign students. In this way communication and lateral understanding between
Japanese and foreigners are made easier. Life in Japan for foreigners will be more
comfortable.

I think the Japanese policy toward foreign students is quite nice. They were trying their
best to support us, such as providing the scholarship to flying graders and low rent dormitory.
They also provide mentor for us, and | feel that they are doing their best to create a comfort
studying environment for us to increase the self supporting. | think that Japan could do the
things below to help them.

o Make more low rent dormitory, which is near to school and can stay for a longer period.
e Help them to find part-time job.
o Lower tuition fees (I heard that the tuition fee are 0 for some cases, but not all).

Japan’s way of making foreigners feel at home is really very good. | never had a hard time
adjusting here. But of course Japanese is really hard.

About Japan’s policy, it is really good that they provide scholarships to overseas students like
us. But if the budget for this reason is decreased. | think it would be better if the number of
accepted students is decreased rather than to decrease the amount of scholarship of those
already accepted students. This is especially hard for those scholars who have their family
living with them in Japan.

There is no special treatment towards foreign students. They feel like living in a country
needed strong patience and try very hard. Foreign students’ first difficulty is Japanese
language. The language should have been educated one year prior to coming to Japan.

It is for difficult to make friends with Japanese. They don't like foreigners, scared of them.
They don’'t welcome us. | hope they will open their heart and mind to welcome foreigners.

The money for rental apartment is too high.

Well organized.

Financial support (from Japan or home-country) is to a certain level, a main attraction for
individual students from most ASEAN countries. Without financial support, general
populations in these countries are unable to afford their lives in Japan, even with a regular
salary, not to say about the tuition fees. Even though students may get a part-time job to
support their lives and study. Japanese language is the barrier. One with limited knowledge
of Japanese language has difficulties in finding a regular part-time job to support why herself.

Courses in Japan are mainly conducted in Japanese, which means that students have to
study the language before they continue in their own field of study. Most students from
ASEAN countries are not familiar with Chinese character (Kanji) but study English as a
second language thus, English-speaking countries with be their first priority when considering
studying abroad. Learning the language also means extra financial burden for about a year.

In case of my program, | think Japanese government, better if to increase the number of the
English program in their national universities. My program is in English. | agree with the
program of increasing the number of self-supporting overseas students, but to be considered
that, selection must be very strictly, because if not to do so, it will become a problem for the
Japanese government for the future. Because if the student cannot complete their study
because of lack of their budget, I think that it will take Japanese Government trapped in bad
situation.
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Give more information on part-time jobs in school.

In the doctoral course, | can’'t do any part-time job. “And” | can't find any scholarship. It's
quite hard for me to live here. In this situation, | don't know why I have to pay tuition fee.

I'm a Monbukagakusho scholar. And everything for me is great. | almost have no trouble
in my life in Japan. That was because I'm having scholarship. But for self-supporting
students things are different. Cause they have to work to make money. Maybe some don't
have time to study. Life of them will be very hard. | think they should think a lot before
deciding anything. About nowadays Japan'’s policy toward foreign students have no complaint
except being unhappy about some reductions not only in scholarship but also in the number of
Monbukagakusho scholars who will be able to extend their scholarship here in Japan about the
policy of increasing the number of self-supporting overseas students. It's good because it gives
chances to more people. But I think you should check much whether they can afford their life
and study here before allowing them here.

e Local Government offices like City Office, Hospital and so on should improve their
communication in English.

e Universities tuition fee is quite expensive for students from developing country.

e Part-time job supported by universities is needed. (System)

Japanese Universities and Governments are lack of providing a dormitory for foreign
students who has a financial problem during study in Japanese Universities.

In my opinion, Japan has a very good policy toward foreign students studying in Japan.

Basically the financial support is good, but the price in Japan is high so that it difficult to
make it in balance. If Japan wish to increase the number of students whom want study in
Japan, I think Japan had better provide more classes and text book in English. Since the
Japanese language is difficult to be mastered in short period of time. It is better to provide
special class for overseas student which conducted in English.

| feel that the policy at present is good. However, | would like to stress on the importance of
scholarship and tuition fee waives for self-found students. Those who are already in the
Monbukagakusho scholarship program would have no financial problem. However with the
rise in standard of living, expenses are increasing such as accommodation fees. These the
present Monbukagakusho scholarship needs to be revised from time to time to ensure students
have enough to spend and need not worry about lack of time for studies. More scholarship
programs should be introduced to help self-found students.

At the same time, information on part-time jobs should be made early available for students.
This is to ensure that students are not involved in vice or malicious part-time job just to get
more money.

Another vital point to consider is to educate Japanese students to wont to communicate more
with foreign students. | feel that this will help create a friendly and trustworthy environment
for students to interact well. A better communication environment will lead to more friends
for both foreign and Japanese students. Thus a better campus style and an internationally
interesting environment for all people.

| can agree with Japanese government’s policy to increase the number of self-supporting
overseas students.

However, the reality is that the majority of students studying in Japan can not get enough
information about lodging or apartment can not find a right person to consult with, when they
are in trouble, can not get along with the lectures because most of them are given only in
Japanese; it is not so easy to get a high level Japanese language level in a short period of time.
In this situation, | can not help but think Japanese government is not ready to accept foreign
students, in contrary to what they are saying. | hope this situation will improve soon for
future students.
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Japanese language is the most difficult language | have studied. We may improve it by
practicing more with Japanese friends, but to my surprise most, if not all, of my close friends
are foreign students. Japanese students are not open and it seems to be a hard job to have a
close Japanese friends.

We are living far away from our countries all alone, so it is natural that we face some
difficulties but some professors don't show any understanding of our problems, this is the
problem.

The problem of studying in Japan as a self-supporting student is the price of goods, still
Japan would attract more self-supporting student of accommodation is not a problem. But it
is any one of many obstacles.

I would like to express my many thanks to Japanese government for what they have been
done toward foreign student's studying in Japan. As far as I've known. Japan’s policy
toward foreign students has been shown effective and most of foreign students have been
satisfied with it. My suggestion if possible is to expand and improve Japanese language
training course for foreign students on the first coming on Japan. | hope Japan'’s policy toward
foreign student will be perfected more and more in a short time.

To get a PhD degree is too difficult. That may not be important for Japanese student when
he/she finds a work, but for a foreigner it is the minimum requirement. If a Japanese
Professor says; | request the same standard. | will say; Please give us the same chance for the
jobs in Japan.

It should be more Japanese writing’s class, especially in the department. It is because
academic writing is the most difficult tasks to achieve for me.

I think it's better if the university makes more effort in making subjects like Multi-Cultural
Communication, because | find it really helps. If Japan government tries to increase the
number of self-supporting overseas students, | think it's better to make more detailed
explanations and guidance about part time job and scholarship.

¢ Produce more kinds of short term course for foreign students.

The first problem for the foreign students who studying in Japan is Japanese language.
Japanese language is very difficult and need a lot of time to learn it. To discover competitive
alternatives comparing with the other country in the number of foreign students. It's better to
increase the number of courses using the English.

Living in Japan, everything is the high prizes. The students who are studying in the
laboratory need a lot of time to do a research. The students have no time to take a part time
job, so that without supporting of finance. It is impossible to study in Japan. New attention
for the increasing of scholarships is need.

So far, Japan is one of a few countries that offer full scholarship to students from Thailand.
That is, students who receive Monbugakusho scholarship do not have to pay anything even the
ticket fares from Thailand to Japan (and return).

They only drawback Japan has is its insufficient number of courses taught in English. If
Japan has more “International courses” (e.g. medical program taught in English), Japan would
definitely be my number one choice. | am interested in continuing in a medical program,
however, I still find that some Japanese doctors cannot really communicate in English, so if |
continue my education in Japan (given that my Japanese still is very limited), | do not think |
would earn any significant benefit.

With regard to other aspects, Japan is a very, very nice country to live in.

26




During my study in Japan, I'd to focusing on the environment for study and research for us
as foreign students. It's quite difficult to adapt with Japanese educational system,
particularly for science/medicine/

pharmaceutical/ fields. Most of us encounter difficulties when we enter the higher/advanced
study in Japan. Difference in languages, customs and style of working/education system in
our home country are the particular causes. We are trying to adapt to Japanese system but
please try to understand us as a human being be sensitive and be tokenized to us much helpful
than other supports.

I think it is a good policy which would mutually benefited Japan and the foreign students.

I think the Japan government has made a good policy toward foreign student studying in
Japan. However for master degree level that Japanese language ability is necessity (mainly
at universities that using Japanese language in class), that supporting is still not sufficient.

Good.

Introduce more information about apartments. Build more and more houses for foreign
students.

I'm quite impressed with the educational system in Japan, how it emphasizes on seminar
and research. Also, the information technology offered in Japanese language is quite
advanced. | can find almost every topic that | want to in Japanese websites, but the problem
is | cannot understand 100% Japanese. What a pity. | think that there are lots and lots of
students want to come to Japan but don’'t know where to start because of the language. Many
people give up because they cannot read Japanese in the first place (sometimes, for the same
document, when it is written in Japanese, there are 2 pages but the translation in English is
only one paragraph!)

Study in Japan is the hardest think for every foreign students’ life. Because, Japanese and
Japanese social. So, for the system of education and accepting overseas students’ system
should be more flexible and make if more easy.

The problem that almost all self-supporting overseas students have faced in living in Japan
is difficult finding a part-time job, difficult finding apartment with reasonable price and cannot
obtain a scholarship.

I think the number of scholarship students now is enough but the number of self-supporting
overseas students, who got scholarship, in not much. Japan Monbukagakushyo should raise
the number of scholarship to self-supporting student, who makes an effort to study.

I had been studying Japanese one year in Osaka University of Foreign students. | found the
courses were a quite relaxing and | seemed not learning much from there to ease my study in
university with Japanese students. Therefore, I'd like to suggest that they can make courses
there a little bit more intensive, more grammar and more writing skill.

Japan wish a lot of foreign student come and study in Japan. But majority of the students
are from China and Korea. Why? Because the Japanese Government not give good approach
and utility for students not from China and Korea. Discrimination lives for other student
from China and Korea I find.

The student from Korea and China easily to get part time job in Japan.
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| believe that high living cost is the biggest problem that self-supporting overseas students
are facing. Next to it, language barrier problem is preventing students to find part-time jobs.

So, if Japan can provide more scholarships or any other financial aids, and also the society
can accept students that cannot speak Japanese (but can speak English), as workers, Japan
can attract foreign students even more.

After all, you can't study well if you can't eat well.

| propose to the Japanese Government, please increase the number of Cambodian student to
study all fields because now in my country is lack for human resources to improve the country.
So | think that Japanese Government can solve this problem with underdeveloped country as
my country, Cambodia.

No comments. For me, so far everything is satisfactory.

In regards to Q11, I'm very happy with my life here, thanks to the generosity of Japanese
Government (scholarship). With this financial aid, | can fulfill my dream of discovering and
majoring in HRm, in particular, Japanese HRm that | always appreciate an admire. But | do
feel that | can receive higher quality of education in Britain, if the study is not focusing on
Japanese HRm. Perhaps I'm not fair in saying this since | have heard how good private
universities in Japan are in that I've not experienced the goodness. | think Japan tries its
very best to support self-supporting students. There are so many avenues for financial aids as
compared to Australia or Britain. Japan is extremely kind though there are some students
that claimed Japan owes it to foreign countries for WW Il. | don't agree with them atall. |
knew many students who wanted to quit (though they had Monbusho scholarships) because
they couldn’t adapt to their lives here. Perhaps Government should introduce more cultural
and social activities to help these people make more Japanese and non-Japanese friends as a
solution to overcome loneliness. Another thing is. | suggest the Government should try to be
more stringent in selection process of those potential scholarship receivers to avoid waste of
money on candidates who are not serious about their study opportunity in Japan. Then these
reserved funds can be distributed to help students in fieldwork research where expenses are
signification high.

The important issue is how foreign students can study well and lean Japanese society as
well. I suggest:

1. More accommodations are provided, i.e. lodging facilities. It will be very helpful if
there are sufficient lodging facilities, which are cheap and nearby campus - and
students can live these until they finish their study.

2. Government may give more supports on exemption of tuition fees especially for
self-financed students.

Note: As 1. & 2. are sufficiently available, government may reduce expenses on total
allowances expended in scholarship programs. | guess many more students from different
countries will have more interests to study in Japan.

3. Schools provide sufficient English information supports.

4.  Schools provide intensive and effective Japanese language learning programs.

5. Government give more opportunities for students coming from various developing

countries, e.g. Africans, Latin Americans, etc.

6. More of universities/schools and local government cooperation for cultural/social
exchange programs.

In my opinion, Japanese Government should maintain the same amount of scholarships.
This amount is quite reasonable for students to survive. The reduction of the stipend may
lead the bad effect of scholarships granters to survive in Japan. In case of self-supporting
overseas students, government should provide more opportunities for them to find financial
supports.
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Increase foreign students by reducing the monthly allowances (ex. Instead of ¥18,0000 as it
is the case of Monbukagakusho, ¥10,0000 120000 would be enough).
e Build more apartments for students (¥10000/month)
e 50% discount for all infrastructure/public facilities’ use including health insurance.
e Students depending on only part-time job incomes shall get full exemption of school/exam
fees.
e More English skill for Japanese Professors and public servants in general.

I am really grateful for having had the chance to study in Japan, especially one of its
National universities. Even though | had a hard time economically at first, the NGK
scholarship helped me so much. Also | was granted tuition waivers in three of the four
semesters of my stay. | only wish that students who are really serious and in need of financial
assistance be given more priority, screening of applicants should be given more time.

No particular but should provide more information and scholarships to students in my
country, Myanmar.

As a doctor’s course student, | have enough confidence about Japan’s recent academic level
and technical know-how but no confidence about available fund to doctor’s course student.
This is why that | have totally no scholarship as much through first year (D1), to third year
(D3), despite | succeeded in writing one research paper in international journal and another
one is official journal of Japan which is essentially required for my doctoral thesis under
guidance of my professor and co-researcher. My wife and me are same year (D1 to D3) and
university, and different specialization (psychology and geology) in doctor’s course. Because
my wife in a Mombusho scholarship holder, I have no chance to get any scholarship. However,
no one realized that my wife's scholarship is for her own research but not for me. As a result,
every decision maker traditionally or unwisely assumed that two from one family will have no
two separate scholarship for each. Their traditional thought come from traditions of Asian.
Easterner’s thought is family-base whereas westerner’s thought is individual-base which one is
right will depend on chosen target. Japan’s decision maker should keep in touch with not only
eastern traditional thought but also western programmatic approach. Nevertheless, more and
more permission for foreign student to come Japan to study will be broad and beautiful mind.
But policy making in procedures and policy working is result. This is my comment gained
from self-experience which | would like Japan’s policy makers to share.

The extension visa for foreign students should be increased from

2 years to 3-5 years, especially for students who are in their master/phd courses. This is due
to the reason that high fee has to pay for one application and time consuming.

Subsidy for lodging and apartment as needed. In addition short courses/homestay’s that
could introduce Japanese cultures to foreign students should be encouraged. Alternatively the
encouragement for more private sector (companies) to supply free/cheap accommodation for
foreign students should be promoted.

The standard of living in Japan is very high which requires foreign student to be very careful
in daily expenses. Monbukagakusho scholarship is sufficient enough for a single person but
difficult to make a living for a student with a family. In my case, | have a husband & a
daughter and my husband is also Ph.D student. From the beginning he was denied to apply to
be Monbukagakusho student just because of me being one. | think every student should have
his/her rights to get equal chance to be Monbukagakusho student regardless who his/her
spouse is ... for he/she also needs to study & make research just as his/her spouse does.

I think Japan’s policy toward foreign students studying Japan is good enough so far.

To know more about Japanese language and culture, the 6 months Japanese language course
is not sufficient for the foreign students. And research on major field with Japanese language
may be difficult. That's why. In my opinion | would like to extend the 6 months Japanese
language course as much as possible. If I had a chance | would like to study advance to higher
education in Japan.
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Japan has a comprehensive program for international students which is really impressive in
all aspects. However it is strongly observed that foreign students are not completely
immersed in the main stream Japanese community. They rarely interact among other
Japanese students because of distinct program for them and Japanese counterpart.

It will also be best if foreign students will be assured of common accommodation from the
start and end of this program.

Japan’s policy toward foreign students studying Japan and policy of increasing the number of
self-supporting overseas students are very good, because is helps many students to high
education. Like Japan helps many countries in the world to developed.

I'm very happy with the scholarship from the Ministry of Education of Japan and | hope the
government of Japan will continuing this kind of program.

e Increasing funds or scholarships for foreign students.
o Relaxation of restrictions on applying tuition fee exemption.

Being a scholarship student, | feel that the scholarship has helped me to ease my financial
worries greatly. Living in a foreign country where the culture, language and customs are
different from that of my own country, there are naturally many worries that | have, but
thanks to the scholarship, | can now concentrate fully on my studies and my life here in Japan,
like learning the culture and the language, and visiting the many beautiful places here in
Japan.

¢ | think that Japan’s policy was good.
e Japan Government should provide more than scholarships for poor countries such as
Cambodia to study in Japan.

Because the tuition fee of university and living expenses in Japan is high when compared
these expenses to Asian countries, | think, Japan government should provide more scholarships
or provide more accommodation such as dormitory for oversea students to reduce the cost of
living in Japan.

I am a foreign student supported by Japanese Government. | have lived in Japan about one
year. | found that, everything is very good. | enjoyed with life in Japan. | like Japanese
food, weather and Japanese. | like my study in University and enjoyed research so much.
Japanese Government policy of assurance for health and others is very good. And policies for
students who has family and small babies is also very good. | want to say that everything is
perfect. | like and | want to learn Japanese so much. So it would be better if my university
has Japanese class in the evening. Because | have to do my research during day time.
Finally, I would like to conclude that everything is perfect. And | would like to thank for all of
these. | don't know about policy of increasing the number of self-supporting overseas
students. So | cannot give any comments about that.

I think it is better to increase the number of scholars from developing countries particularly
in South East Asia. Recently, there has been a drastic decrease in the number of scholars from
developing countries but in fact, these countries should be the ones to be provided with support
from the Japanese government. There was also a decrease in many benefits that these
scholars are receiving but the reality is, the high cost of living in Japan is so high that the
scholarship is just enough for basic necessities. The Japanese government should also give
special considerations to students particularly when there are problems on extension, visa and
other immigration matters.
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I think Japan’s policy toward foreign student should be smooth, especially in the prerequisite of

paper for the doctor course. The short coming of foreign student in doctor course should be

note worthy. Some students back to their country without any degrees to their scholarship

how finished before the finish the study. Of course, it is extremely hard to extend study in

Japan without any scholarship.

I suggest some ideas of increase of number of self-supporting overseas students.

e increase information on living for overseas students

e increase number of course available in English

e increase the counselor service, as generally known living in abroad face many problems, not
only the study but also daily live.

Expanding information about Japanese University to ASEAN country and direct information to
our home country’s university especially some big university.
More information about living in Japan, part time job & housing in many area of Japan

It's a good policy for Japan to increase the number of foreign student amidst the nation
declining birthrate but there should be more effective support for foreign students be it for
renting apartment, searching for a part-time job, health care, counseling, studying, | think that
we (the foreign student) need more support from the society. It is difficult to adapt yourself to
a life in another country completely different from yours but it is more difficult to adapt when
the people surrounding you are not supporting at all. It seems to me that the Japan’s policy is
to welcome foreign students but the society, although not all, is not so welcoming.

I would like to express my gratitude to Japanese government. | believe that Japanese
government will apply the best policy.

o | feel the highest monthly expenditure for foreign students is the expenses for
accommodation (apartment), since the available apartments around campus were mostly
passed/managed by private companies which make it very expensive. | think, it can be
reduced if Japanese government (university) provide a facility like International Residence
that allow students to live until graduation. This is for one consideration.

And finally...

¢ | would like to express my gratitude to Japanese government for the scholarship which
enabled me to pursue doctoral degree.

Domo arigato gozaimashita.

| do appreciate Japan’s effort to give foreign students the opportunity to study in this
country. However, | wish the Japanese government could also support the returning students
in terms of finding a workplace in their home countries where they could apply/practice what
they have learned after studying in Japan.

Foreign students come to Japan with dreams. And their dreams should be helped realise by
Japanese government policy. The biggest problem they are facing is the financial support
system from the government. Most of private students try to study very hard but at the same
they have to work to make the living.

I believe that the scholarship system to support foreign students financially will not only help
in realising their dreams but also nurture human resources for ASEAN countries which are
facing shortage of personnels in developing the countries.

Japan Government is supported to increase its support to student from ASEAN countries by
providing more scholarship and more space in any level of education.

Japanese Government should provide more opportunities for ASEAN students to study in
Japan. This will create good relationship between Japan and ASEAN countries as well as
according transfer from Japan to ASEAN countries.
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In general | would say Japan’s policy toward foreign students studying in Japan is excellent.
However, | think these who have no background of learning Chinese characters will find very
hard to read Japanese books, seminar papers etc. Herewith, | suggest that in order to
overcome this difficulty it would be better to make known widely, especially to foreign students
software of reading Kanji and its translation in English.

Since foreign students coming from ASEAN should have longer time for study Japanese;

o It should be better if there are more available spaces in foreign student residents and/or
subsidies for lodging;

e Tuition fee and registration fee should be fully exempted for students from ASEAN;

o It should be better if there are more “development features” in Japan'’s policy toward foreign
students from ASEAN.

I think Japan first began providing aid in 1954 in the intervening half century, the country
has experienced vast changes ranging from the reconstruction and high-paced growth of the
post war era to the prolonged economic difficulties of recent years. These have also been
par-reaching changes in the developing countries that receive Japan’s aid and the last
comments | think that the Education’s system in Japan is good and is very interesting of other
developing countries.

I think that so far Japan'’s policy toward foreign students is good enough. However, the
Japanese Government should grant more preferential policies for foreign students. And, if
possible scholarships should be extended for students who successfully complete their study
programs & wish to study more at higher level of education.

More advices on scholarship and part-time job information are appreciated. If possible,
create project in school where students can work as part-time worker for the school and
spontaneously can learn from the working system here. Scholarship seems for meager
nowadays!

Meanwhile, | just arrived in Japan only 5 months. | have no strong comments toward
Japan’s policy toward students studying in Japan. But | really appreciated about Japan’s
Grand Aids to the students of South East Asia especially to my country Cambodia. | will do
my best in order to study here and gain more knowledge in order to share burdens in the
developing my country after my study finish in Japan. Thanks.

| think that Japan’s policy toward foreign students studying Japan is very good and | would
like Japanese government to provide scholarship as much as possible to developing countries,
especially to Cambodia where the human resources are extremely needed. It would better if
Japanese government provide PhD program for Cambodian students to apply. As I know,
there are a lot of Cambodian students who want to apply for PhD program to study in Japan
but unlucky that this program is not provided to Cambodia. Please provide scholarship to
Cambodia for each level of study as much as possible.

e Relaxation on scholarship for student over 30 years old.
e Advisory system to those that come with family.

o To obtain the scholarship equally for example, 5 ¥ per student.
o To make the English Classes.

The supports from Japanese government are very sufficient and cover in many points, study
life and daily-private life. It's because I get a scholarship. 1 may agree to increase the
number of self-supporting overseas-student. However, the scholarship is necessary for
“Developing country” students who have less opportunity. The point is “selection” or Criteria
to choose person that is prepared to get scholarship.

Finally, thank you very much for all JAPANESE that give me a good chance to be a student
in JAPAN.
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I think Japan can increase the number of foreign students by all

o Receive at least one foreign student in each laboratory of school.

e Offering study program in English for foreign student, meanwhile foreign student will study
Japanese for daily life.

e Support the self supported foreign student for high cost accommodation and food.

o It is also helpful if every year Japanese government invite selected foreign students from
every universities for hearing directly from them about the real condition and situation of
foreign student facing their life in Japan. This program probably will make Japan’s policy
for international education program much better.

e Every University publish the special University study guide program English Edition for
foreign students.

e Foreign students also should have experiences working in Japanese company related with
their field study while in Japan (for several weeks on winter or summer vacation).

e The accommodation/houses/apartment are very expensive and students are only allowed to
study for maximum 1 year at university accommodation. So, every year foreigner students
have troubles to find accommodation! Not much information is available at university. If
Japanese government wants to have more foreign students, they should support the students
with accommodation as well so that the students do not have to move and looking for new
accommodation every year.

e Please make announcement for foreigner students in English as well, not only in Japanese.
Sometimes we missed lots of information because we don’t understand the information which
is written in Japanese.

More opportunities should be given to well deserving foreign students. Careful selection of
“deserving” foreign students should be done.

I think the policy of increasing the number of self-supporting overseas students is very
difficult for the student and not reasonable. While living expenses in Japan is very high and it
is very difficult to get good part time job in Japan especially for us, ASEAN student.

Japan should see and think its policy unreasonable way if she want have problem/trouble
about foreign student in Japan. If the policy of increasing the number of self-supporting
overseas students applied, it should be also opened the policy for reasonable part time job for
self-support student.

It is a good policy of increasing the number of foreign student. But

o It will be better if every national universities (at least) provide some international classes --
English is used as the main language.

o For self-supporting students, | hope government make some rules to help them in finding
part-time job, or a cheap residence.

Provide the opportunity to the overseas students.

Supply more information about living and studying. Reduce admission’s procedures to
Japanese universities.

I think sufficient Japan’s policy toward foreign students studying Japan.

As general Japan’s policy foreign student has good and my self can accept it. And about
increasing the number of self-supporting overseas students is very good because this become
Nagoya especially university of Nagoya will go International in globalization era. | hope these
policies are not affect the amount of scholarship. Because | and also most of people from my
county really depend on this scholarship to support study in Japan.

ASEAN
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It is getting more difficult to get exemption of tuition fee. The Monbu Kagakusho should
consider to provide more exemptions for foreign students to make their living easier.

Provide more English information center.

o Supply more information about living in Japan & the Universities that students intend to
study in.
e Open more & more programs which will be touch in English.

Very good! Thank you very much.

Fellowship

e Accommodation: Foreign students may have a regular period of stay in a university
dormitory corresponding to the number of years of the studies (i.e.- 2 yr stay when the studies
covers for 2 yrs; 1-yr.- if it in 1 year study program)

e Academic Policy: In matters of poor academic performance, like in my case, of which I lack
ample background on economics course, what proper decision should be undertaken? Will |
not be allowed to re-take all failed subjects? This may be not clear but if | have the chance |
could explain this personally.

e Self-supporting: Since Japan make the lead of industrial development in Asia, increasing
the number of self-supporting overseas students would be appropriate. Much could be
emulated from Japan experience (economy).

I think Japan should improve its educational system. For example, universities should be
given funds to be able to select their own students. The Monbukagakusho system of letting
the embarking select (with students finding professor’s beforehand) is such a difficult process.
If the system is similar to us where students have to compete for teaching/research then the
problem of unsatisfactory performance of foreign students will be lessened.

o ASEAN
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I'm not sure why there seems to be a segregation of Japanese students from foreign students
in my course, although 50% of the class consists of foreign students. For example, the
Japanese tend to do their own study groups, see professors together, and so on. | hear that it's
because of the language issue, i.e. when they get together, they carry out their discussions in
Japanese. My masters program is in English & my position is that segregation so that
Japanese discussions can be held does not help them. Besides most of the foreign students do
not come from English-speaking countries too. The segregation creates an “us vs them”
mentality which is unhealthy in the class environment.

Also all that media coverage about crimes committed by foreigners (esp. Asian foreigners) is
making every Asian (other than Japanese) look like a suspect criminal. The media could place
equal emphasis on crimes committed by locals. Statistics have shown that the recent increase
of crimes is caused by locals but it's foreigner-committed crimes that are emphasized in the
news.

Japan should also provide more scholarships to self-sponsoring students because they have a
hard tone to live and study in such a very costly courtesy. Besides, more information on
employment for foreign students should also be available, and they would also need more
career counseling/support. Above all, universities need to provide more dormitories to
overseas students because off-campus accommodation here is very much expensive.

e The policy is very good.

e However, Japan should remove restriction on students, rearing a probable environment to
live and work in Japan. They are rich sources to offset the aging population, keeping Japan
on the road to further prosperity.

Japanese government has been putting a great effort on supporting overseas students to
come and study in the country, that somehow incomparable to other countries. However,
somehow we -the foreign students- feel that the society is still conservative and not ready to
welcome foreigners in some manners. It's still hard to find a part time job, housing without
guarantor or other self supporting matters that the foreign students are not getting treated
equally to Japanese students. But it begins to change in a good direction. In shorter word,
society has also put a cooperative efforts, not just the government.

It is such a good experience for being able to further my studies here in Japan. | think the
Government of Japan has done their best in order to keep a very welcomed atmosphere for
overseas students. It is just the matter of the Japanese themselves, whether they concern or
not about the globalization in Japan but most of them do not open their mind enough to accept
foreigners into their community. Maybe Japan should hold students home stay more often to
correct any wrong perception about foreigners.

I have no idea about Japanese policy. But | will try my best to reach my aim and | will
become stronger if | would not die during the studying in Japan.

As we know that ASEAN countries are not rich countries like Japan. In my case | came to
Japan by Japanese government scholarship but It had ended since last year, so now I'm a
self-supporting overseas student. | think many people from my country want to come and
study in Japan but the biggest problem is “high price”. I'm doing part-time job to support my
self for tuition fees and daily life. My problem now is paying for tuition fees, | think every
self-supporting overseas students want scholarship and high ratio of exemption of tuition fees,
because no one wants to work hard while they're still studying. Japan is fine country but has
no boader with other countries. So I think it's hard to get information of other countries as
ASEAN for the Japanese, so increasing the number of self-supporting overseas student is a
good chances to change culture or traditional with that country’s students.

I think it's very good.

I have a problem about apartment. It's so expensive for pay
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I think the Japan’s policy for foreign students is sufficient. There are a lot of facilities for
foreign students, such as dormitory (even though, just temporary), scholarships and the system
for accepted student.

I love Japan so much.

| think quite good.

Foreign students meet difficulty in renting apartment during studying in Japan, so it is
much happier for foreign students if Japan has any way for foreign students finding easily in
renting apartment.

I think it is better to give the international students a chance to be in the same class with
Japanese students. By doing that, international students will used to speak in Japanese and
socialize with Japanese students.

It's quite good.

The Japanese government is so kind to gave me the opportunity to study here in Japan with
scholarship. I'm not having much problem when I did all the procedures to study here. So |
think that it's already a great way for us to do with all the procedures that have been given to
us.

I didn't find any difficulties when | completed the procedures to study in Japan. | think
Japan is a nice country and | don't know much about Japan’s policy toward foreign students.
So | can’t give much opinions or comments too. Sorry.

I didn't have any difficulties in entering Japan and I'm glad to study here. But sorry | don't
know much about Japan'’s policy toward foreign students.

| think it is very good thing to study in Japan and appreciate what Japanese Government
have done. Because Japan as a big country in economy have many unique and interesting
society and culture. | think it's time to Japanese society to know more about globalisation and
make a good relationship with another countries in the world through the overseas student.
Thank you.

¢ | understand that we, the foreign students need to know and understand the Japanese
language as we are now studying here. But after all Japanese language is not our mother
language so we find many difficulty in studying. Please increase the number of courses and
books written in English especially in the university library.

e We, the students majoring in social science find that the treatment of science and social
science student is different in facilities. We don’t have our own studying room as science
students have. Please make it equal (for example one desk for one person).

¢ Please make the procedure of renting apartment easier or if possible increase the university
dormitory.

e Please give sufficient information about finding part time job if possible help the self
supporting students to find it.

o |If possible please increase the exemption of tuition fees for the self supporting students.

Some technical term in the field of science should not be translated to Japanese language!?
NHK fee isn't fair for foreign students and Japanese either.
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The biggest expense for living in Japan is the apartment rental cost. It should be improve
the quality of house or apartment especially it is too cold to live in the normal apartment in
Kanto area.

This kind of coldness in winter time should be suggested and informed to the student before
renting those apartment.

The clubs in university should be opened for foreign students more than this. The
information about sport clubs or places for doing sports should be provided for the foreign
students too.

The policy concerning foreign students acceptance to study in Japan is good already. The
problem is only on difficulties faced by students to master the subjects taught in classes, since
most of us know less than 50% (less than 10% in my case) of what the lecturers talk about.

Generally, it's already sufficient and flexible in Japan’s policy and numbers of supports for
overseas students served by Japan government. But, for additional | think in some part (e.g
concerning family with children and/or family with studying (also) spouse), need more
attentions (such fund, remittance, scholarship qualification).

Make every procedures, improve and fast, do not make for many complicated requirement,
e.g. visa, admission, rent (apt. phone), etc.

Provide dilinoval instruction for foreigner, Kanji-reading is not that easy.

All these simple solutions should make Japan more attractive as place of study. Increasing
the number of foreign students is find as lows as the standard met and in proportional
percentage (e.g. too many Chinese students compare to other countries).

Thank you very much for financial support from Monbukagakusho. That support provide
me an opportunity to study and a good life quality during my stay in Japan. | agree with
Japan’s policies. However, increasing the number of self-supporting oversea students may not
be easily achieved because cost of living in Japan is relatively high when compared with those
in ASEAN countries.

Please give more chance for researchers and Lecturers from my county to study in Japan
which are financially supported by the Japanese government and companies.

I think it is very good, but please increase the number of courses available in English, and
also increase the number of reference books written in English.

Please let us do our religion peacefully, do not be cautions to us because of our doing the
obligation of our religion in daily life.

There are some different treatment for ‘university recommended’ & ‘embassy recommended’
in case of Mobukagakusho scholars.

Perhaps it would be better if those differences are eliminated.

Also there’re only few people understand about things that Monbusho scholars could/could
not do in the university. Mostly, they (the scholars supporter) don't really understand about
procedures the scholar need to take in the university (admission, university transfer, etc.)
And only few people in international student center who speak English.

- Studying in Japan is a very great experience.
Increasing the number of self-supporting overseas students may create monetary problems
on the student’s part.

It's interesting to study and experience in Japan

But it will be boring to stay longer in Japan.

So, | don't know what's the reason.

| think study’s environment is not very attractive.

There are very limited English lectures and English books.

I can not express my desire to understand more in univ. library.
All are in Japanese (z 90%).

That's the problem.

Dormitory for foreign students.
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All documents from university for foreign students should be written in English, and the
officers in “International Student” offices should be able to speak English.

policy

Quite satisfied. If would be much better if you expand English language capability of the
staff in the university (not the teachers).

The University should have inform in English for oversea students, because it is very
difficult for us to understand the information in Japanese.

Thank you very much for Japanese Government for giving me a scholarship to take Doctor
course in Kobe University. The policy quite good, the difficult thing what | faced in study just
“cannot understand Japanese”. Especially in medical school. We don’t have much time to
study Japanese. Actually I wish | can study Japanese, more than now. Please provide for us
more cheap dormitory. And please give us a change for a “school course” with scholarship for
example just 2 month. So I can come back to visit Japan. Thank you from my heart.

I am pleased with the general policy of Japan regarding foreign students studying here.

The support given to the students is excellent. We just hope for maybe more staff members
or a Student Affairs’ Office that have more people who speak English.

| am a supporter of self-supporting practice to facilitate adjustment in a foreign country like
Japan. Again, the only thing | would suggest is maybe a non-government organization to
handle and facilitate preparatory process interviews and application in the foreign student’s
native tongue.

The usage of English in classes for medical course are getting wider as the teachers writes
and talks more in English, especially when introducing the medical terms. | hope that there
will be more classes in English for the convenience of foreign students as English is known as
an important worldwide language.

I think, generally Japanese education system and also policy are better than ASEAN
countries, especially my country. However, one thing that always in my mind is the Japanese
culture (I think Asian culture), which traditionally emphasizes central control instead of
individuality, has in the past placed the responsibility on professor or teacher to inspire youths
to participate community service or research projects. | think it will be better that Japanese
educator also try to shift that responsibility to the students so that the student will more active
individual initiative in working in the community.

Causing by above system, same time | feel that, | can not freely have space to channeled my
wild scientific knowledge. It will be better that Japanese government also give more chance to
foreign student to apply research grand under supervising of the professor.

The policy in general is good.

In Japan, the most difficult problem for the foreign students is accommodation, because the
permission for staying in the dormitory is only one year, so it’s quite difficult for those students.
As for the oversea students, they face difficulties with jobs. They must support themselves.

Japan could be a new place for foreign students to conduct their lives in. In order to make
those foreign students familiar with Japanese society it would take quite long time, at least two
years. So accommodation for those students should be provided at least 2 years. And in
order to make those students studies more effect English written materials should be more
available and as for those self-supporting oversea students should be provided with a guidance
organization which can provide consultation for finding a part time job.
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I think dormitory for foreign student’s policy should be more considered because | don't want
to change place to live so often.

Even that | was permitted to study Japanese for only six months.

I had to take part all the lectures that carried out in Japanese during my master course. |
think that it is very difficult for foreign students to understand and perceive all the lectures.
That is why Japanese language education should be expanded before entering the master
course.

I have been in Japan almost 4 years. In general, Standard living here is quiet high referred
to our scholarship. This meant most of foreigner students who receiving Japanese
Government scholarship are treated very nice. However, in term of Japanese study life, In my
opinion I needed more English courses for graduate level, especially in Business
Administration Department. Either, increasing Japanese intensive courses before start
studying regular course in each field, the high Japanese language skill is badly needed. This
is the significant problem that Japanese policy makers should concern for us. Nice
scholarship is not the point of educated the right way. But nice course works that what all of
us are looking forward.

Japan needs to supply more information on living for foreign students, and increase number
of courses a available in English.

I support the policy to increase the number of self-supporting overseas students as long as
the current budget for scholarships is not reduced. Apparently, the living expenses in Japan is
much higher comparing to other countries in Asia. Not to mention the language difficulties
faced by the student. A student might prefer to choose other countries if he is self-supporting.

With regards to Japan’s policy toward foreign students, | think it would be much better if
they will require basic Japanese understanding. Aside from this, | think their policy is quite
appropriate.

As for the policy of increasing the number of self-supporting overseas students, | think, will
also be of beneficial to those who really wants to study here in Japan.

| think Japan'’s policy toward foreign students studying in Japan, especially students who are
supported by Monbukagakusho scholarship, is better than other countries. As a
self-supported student, | can't say. I'm satisfied with my own life now in Japan but there’s
nothing to complain about it.

The policy of Japan toward foreign students (scholar) and the increasing number of
self-supporting overseas students will pave the way of development in the 3rd world country
and strengthen the relationship with its international community.

e Some students that are under Japanese government (Monbukagakusho) scholarship obtains
scholarship for total 3 and 1/2 years to do a Master degree (including Japanese language
course). However, others under the same scholarship obtain only 3 years to do a PhD Policy
for scholarship timing should be further considered.

e There are more potential people in developing countries to get the scholarship (compared to
the ones already obtained the scholarship). Problems may be due to lack informations for
these people or there is no quota for them. Government officers (in my country - Indonesia -
for example) can get scholarship more easily compared to others.

¢ | find that the research program | am doing is very useful. | am now in my second year of
doctoral course and already obtained many skills both in lab and reading and analyzing
papers (journals).
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Satisfaction depends on each and every student. If the working condition is smooth then a
student is satisfied. | came to Japan with high hopes of learning new techniques and
improving my skills, so that when | go back to my country, | could contribute some to the
advancement of science. | guess it would be difficult if a student will be left alone and do trial
and error, until he hits the jackpot. Science is something that a knowledgeable person
transfers to another person. The policy in general is good. But the extremely high standard
of living and high price of education may deter overseas student to try their luck here in Japan.

e The policy is very good.
¢ Provide student hostel in the universities with a cheap rental price because very easy to go
university and easy to for making research at anytime.

I think the policy to increase number of foreign students in Japan can explore Japanese
culture and economy to the world. Furthermore, it will bring up the educational level of
foreign students toward Japan.

The policy being implemented has encouraged many foreign students since it gives much
opportunity to foreign students to look for a job and provides many scholarships to them.

e In case of getting apartments sometimes students find difficulty regarding to get an
appropriate house/apartments. It takes time and also some apartments/houses need day
money in large amount that student can not afford it.

¢ Not many students from overseas have enough money to support their study in Japan,
especially from ASEAN countries. So it is better to maintain a such kind of scholarship like,
Monbusho, JICA, etc.

| found it important to increase the number of foreign students to give an international
environment and a good choice to exchange ideas. However, Japanese educational systems
sometimes are not ready yet for changes. For example, the one way teaching (from teachers to
students) has created lack of discussion and a lot of information is not available in English.
Compare to other countries like UK, US or Canada, overseas students there are able to finance
themselves by working as teaching assistants or researchers for example. In Japan is quite
difficult to do that.

I am satisfied with conditions of my status as a JDS fellow although there are a number of
restrictions applied to a holder of this scholarship. However, the period/duration for oversea
research, particularly for master students, should be extended to up to two months instead of
one month as at present.

Regarding self-supporting students, particular treat concerning part-time job, exemption of
tuition fees and others, should be given to students from low-income members of ASEAN.

I am very much honored to have been given the opportunity to study in Japan. | feel the
government is and has been generous and nurturing towards foreign students.

All have satisfied me, but it's gonna be more easier for foreign students especially
self-supporting students, to be more flexible about the restrictions on part time working hours.
However, | do love Japan!

Thanks to the government of Japan that provides the great opportunities to overseas
students, namely students from developing countries to study at the universities of Japan;
different fields. Pertaining to the policy of increasing the number of self-supporting oversea
students, it is a good policy to give chances to oversea students accessing the higher educational
level in Japan as well.
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I think the environment for student especially Ryugakusei is guest convenient, but the
difficulties in communication, especially with Japanese is limited. Because they tend to use
their own language, instead of English, so for first year student it will arise problems.

| think supporting from Japan Government to provide scholarship for other countries
especially developing countries will be help full for the process of development, if it is possible
providing the quota for such county will be better.

It's very Great, that Japan give some scholarships to developing countries, like Indonesia.
The amount of money that Japan’s government give to scholars in order to get life in the
Japanese culture of life is enough. If it's possible please, the amount of student that can
receive this scholarships increase both in the number of person and money stiffens.

Especially in Indonesia, there was some rule that only government officer that can apply for
this scholarships. If possible please give some small quota to public or all of Indonesian
citizens. because to be government officer is very difficult and applicant to many, So the fail
persons who have brilliant brains and want to study in Japan is quiet difficult to apply for the
scholarships.

One more, Please make some Information Center of Education in Japan. It's very important
to give true Information about studying in Japan. Increasing the amount of Information
center is needed.

The scholarship from Japanese government is looking for Coverage the foreign students from
ASEAN Countries.
e Changing the Status of National University in Japan will make the changes of Tuition fees,
but the scholarship, itself is decreased.

I have some opinions for increasing the number of self supporting overseas students from
ASEAN Countries.
o Establish more consult Centre for Japan abroad studying at ASEAN Countries.
e Put a system of scholarship and school expenses exemption in operation of Japanese school in
Japan.
o Establish consult centre for introducing the part-time job ( ) to abroad students.

Give more chance for student in my country to study in Japan.

Sometimes teacher in Japan cannot speak English fluently, so it make some trouble when the
student in my country want build the communication/network.

For my case, here is very difficult to find an apartment that representative and enough with
our monthly income. They need key money, tax and others, so it is make trouble when we
don’t have enough saving money. Maybe the government have some rules that we don’t need
pay some fee when we find new apartment.

Thank you very much.

There should be more policy towards tightening relationship between foreign & Japanese
students.

As a Japanese government student, | was selected by using English. However, a period of
one year for studying Japanese is not enough for conducing study with Japanese student.
Language is the biggest problem | am facing during the class, seminar and the life while my
Japanese improved during the past year, it is still insufficient to discuss various topic in the
seminar class. My suggestions are:

o create special class for foreign students
¢ eliminate some course for foreign student (eg. )
e increase more Japanese language course at university.
| see that the current preference made by JICA is almost perfect.

There should be more policy toward housing/accommodation support for foreign students.
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It is difficult for self-supporting overseas students to live in Japan where the price is very
high. So that it is necessary to give them significant support.

I in absolute satisfied to be accepted studying in Japan but anyway, | would like some
expectation foam Japan’s policy for example: more communicated on closed communication
between foreign students and between foreign students and Japanese students, take more
opportunities for oversea students to enjoy Japanese living, understand Japanese cultural by
such as home stay on other form.

should provide more information for foreign students in both English and Japanese. Some
international course has a lot of foreign students and lessons in English, but all the
procedures/process at university is still held only in Japanese.
e more class in English.
e improve dormitory system. | should provide enough dormitory so that no need to find
apartment which is more expensive.

The Monbukagakusho scholarship is very generous. The Japan'’s policy toward foreign
student is reasonably good. | am fortunate to study in a good and advanced laboratory in a
prestigious university. The staff and students have been very helpful to me. Never these, life
here in Tokyo is touch for a self-supported student, despite all the warm and assistance from
the good people around me. Some self-supporting overseas students might not be prepared for
the commitment.

ASEAN comprises of countries in various stages of development. | think it is important to
have one high standard of selection test for all countries. | feel that quality of the oversea
students is more important than the quantity. A good overseas graduate is more likely to do
well in his/her country, and attract other good students to apply to Japan universities.

| think that most self-supporting students would prefer to further their studies in countries
like America, Australia, Canada, New Zealand and etc. This is because there is a language
barrier if they were to come to Japan. They will have to study the Japanese language first
before they can enter/apply for a university. In order to do this, time and money will be
required. Usually students will look for part-time jobs for financial support but if they can't
speak Japanese, then it will be a problem. On the other hand in English speaking countries,
this problem does not arise because most Asian country students will be able to
converse/write/read English with proficiency.
In my opinion, there is 2 options that can overcome this barrier: -
e to increase more International courses for foreign students in various fields of study (but
daily activities will still require a minimum level of Japanese understanding), or
¢ to increase the English speaking ability of Japanese citizens so that other countries will have
the impression that Japanese people not only know Japanese but English also. This will
help break the language barrier and attract more foreign students to Japan (especially those
who deter due to the language barrier).

It is very good, as well as the self-supporting overseas students can live proportionally in
Japan.

My opinion is quite simple: please increase the number of foreign students from ASEAN,
because the Japan policy toward foreign students having trend to give priority to America or
western countries foreign students.

Main problem is language barrier. English should be present in every lectures, presentation
etc. Students won't learn enough if they could not communicate well to the Japanese
researchers, supervisors and students. However being a Mombusho scholar, it is our
obligation to learn Japanese. However, learning a language is not that easy for students who
are already doing research works and those may already on their academic work.
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| basically agree with the policy. It will be useful for stimulating new ideas especially in
research activities, which in turn will help Japanese universities to become more competitive.
However, the education and research system in universities should be fixed at the same time,
so that the quality of the education can be increased and Japan can attract the best talented
people from many countries to study in Japan. Currently, I don't think people will choose to
study in Japan using their own money, if they can enter a fairly good university in USA for
example for science & engineering field.

Anyway, good luck for the effort.

I personally wish that Japan will succeed its effort in reforming its education system in near
future.

Provide more effective English program for the local Japanese students so that they can
communicate more effectively with overseas students.

Stop spoil Monbusho-student, and treat others equally.

| think universities in Japan should increase their English classes in order to give
opportunity to foreign students to study wider field of study. Also, textbooks in English will be
great help for foreign student to follow the classes. (textbook written in English, besides
Japanese text book)

I think it's good. Need to work on Japanese classes. The levels should be separated more
like, my Japanese is very good, but I still want to improve more but there’s no class appropriate
for me.

I think the main problem is that many students who want to study abroad don't want to
study a totally new language. Japanese language is not so much studied in my country.
Basically, all students received English lessons since Junior High School. So I think the best
way is to improve Japanese language education abroad.

The students who will be accepted and supported by Monbukagakusho scholarship or other
Japan scholarship are better if from staff of university. It is very important to increase quality
of education in their country. Furthermore, this program will be helpful to develop human
resources in their country.

I do believe that the policy of increasing the No. of self-supporting overseas students is a good
idea. However, it does not stop with that alone. | guess more than anything else Japan
needs to inform & make its citizen aware of such policies as well. Oftentimes, I can really feel
that some people (professor & students alike) are making you fell that “I do not belong” and
chooses not to treat me like a typical student (i.e. Japanese). Within the University itself,
some policies are so regressive that they bar foreign students to enjoy some benefits & were
only open to Japanese students. Thus, a social-change is very much needed to prevent things
like this on occurring.

Japan has a high standard of education. Some times keeping with the standards is very
difficult. 1 think the main problem of foreign students who are studying in Japan is finding
lodging or apartment. After the term given to stay in international dormitories, or
dormitories of the university, looking for a new place to stay is difficult. Sometimes, the
students must rent in a place where is very far from their university. Also, sometimes the
waiting period is very long. 1 think, it is better if the students would have a place as until they
finish what they are support to do.

Provided more cheap accommodation to students. Now, accommodation is the most
expensive expense for student.
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I think this very good for Japan to increase the number of overseas students, but at the same
time there are several problems. First, without increasing financial supports, especially for
self-supporting students, it might be difficult to increase the number of overseas students, as
living cost in Japan is extremely high, especially for developing countries. And another
problem is living problem, as not every owner of mansion or apartment wants to accept foreign
students, and the expense for moving into new mansion/apartment is extremely high

etc. And averagely, school’s dormitories are only available for 2 years. So I think it
might be very nice if Japan can increase the number of overseas student dormitories, so that
every students as possible to stay there without limitation of staying time.

I believe that policy to increasing foreign students can enhance cultural understanding and
raise educational level between two countries. That's why; | think Japan government should
create system to increase the number of foreign students in Japan, for example, by promoting
academic exchange agreements or by actively accepting foreign students.

To make qualified international students, I think that the policy of increasing the number of
self-supporting overseas students must be followed by increasing of financial aid. Because of
financial problems, many of international students spent their time to earn money from
part-time job rather that spent their time on academic study.

In my opinion, | think that the Japan’s policy toward foreign students studying Japan might
be improved especially: How to made comprehensive study for research student (language
course and preparation for entrance examinations; how to made study course interactive in the
classroom; and how to made library that there are any books for foreign students.

For me, Japan'’s policy of self-supporting overseas students can be increased with how to
made simple procedures registration; how to reduces apartment rent for first time; how to find
part-time jobs; and how to reduces insurances money.

To increase the number of self-supporting overseas students, | think that it's necessary to
make it easier to find a room in Japan.

Japanese government has fair policy for foreign student study in Japan.

To increase the number of self-supporting overseas students we should:
e provide opportunities for student to help them improve their Japanese language.
e reduce tuition fees.
e support student arrange accommodation with good condition & reasonable price.

I would like Japan to spread more assisting to developing countries, especially low-income
countries by increasing the number of students from those countries.

I would like to have more fund for overseas students. And there are more information in
English.

I think overseas students from low-income countries can't be self-supported, because tuition
fee and accommodation are too expensive. If student can get a job and get salary maybe they
can be self-supported, but the disadvantage is their quarity of the study. They have not much
of time for their study cause of their work. Therefore the policy should be appropriate
compare with their income and the real situation.

Giving the chance to foreign students to study here in Japan is a great opportunity especially
for developing countries. The things they learn here will be a great help when they get have to
their own countries and also for personal development. Please continue and increase the
number of students in concordance with the needs of the country. Thank you.

All students have at least 6 months for studying Japanese before starting courses in school.
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I think the policy right now is fine for me because | get enough financial support for my stay
here. But for one thing, that | want to suggest is that there are not so many Cambodian
students that are available to get the scholarship to come here comparing to other countries
like Vietnam, Mongolia and so on. So, | would be very thankful to have much people from the
same country as me.

Japan’s policy toward foreign students living in Japan was already good, the problems just
language barrier, that not all Japanese speak English (and also the difficulty of reading Kaniji,
but these difficulties are another case, | think).

Since Japan has been accepting foreign students, universities should increase courses
available in English as medium of instruction and should have English translation/versions for
forms need in registration and other essential policies. Assent to this, age limit should also be
relaxed so to accommodate those who have the desire to pursue higher learning.

Also as there are increasing numbers of self-supporting or even with some support foreign
students, maybe restrictions on part-time working can be relaxed or to some degree be as
flexible as it could be for as long as student concerned can cope with in studies and in work.
Working is the best and most practical way of acquiring skills and knowledge aside from
interpersonal improvements. Besides, Japan may be benefited in some ways like the students
as there are innate talents, values, and knowledge that could be shared with.

It is the good chance for students who can continue their study in Japan. The weak point is
everything in Japan very expensive.

If they can apply to get some scholarship, it will be better. But the way to get scholarship
also very difficult.

So if you come from poor family and you don't have a good level of Japanese, maybe you can't
study in Japan.

As for me, it if very nice to study in Japan since | could not get or receive broader skills and
knowledge rather than Japan. Culture of Japan is not much difference with Myanmar. One
thing I wish to discuss is language barrier. In Myanmar, we studied every subjects in English.
Thus, one person who has already graduated can speak engli8sh. But in here | see every
subjects are conducted in Japanese from Primary school to the University. According to my
opinion, | think it would better to change or to increase English learning for students. With
best wishes.

e Develop further direct relationships between Japanese University/institutions with foreign
ones in education affairs.
e Introduce more job consulting centers/services for self-supported overseas students.

For facing the Globalization, | think Japan should open its door widely to foreign students.
Therefore, it should make a better environment for foreign student to come and study in here.

Considering the high level of Live Expense in Japan.

The increasing of Exemption of tuition fees program could help a lot for self-supporting
students.

The other thing that Japanese Gov. should do is, it has to increase its later-cultural
understanding program by giving a lecture about other cultures in educational level from early
childhood.

First | have to say that | know little about Japan'’s policy toward foreign student. However,
in my opinion, I think | receive good opportunity here. | satisfy this condition. | haven't not
felt difficult to live here as a foreign student. As for policy of increasing the number of
self-supporting overseas, student, | think it is a good idea, it will create opportunity to other
students who cannot receive the scholarship because of the limit but would like to study here.
However, they should be selected carefully, and ones who actually intend to work have in the
form of students should be severed out.
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I do not know much on the policy toward foreign student, but I feel that the staffs in my
university are very kind to all foreign students. This makes my life in Japan very smooth. |
am very thankful.

To increase the number of self-support students, | think it is necessary to reduce the tuition
fee and support them to find part-time jobs easier; other wise it is very difficult to live in such a
high-expense country.

e Sometimes we feel that the Munbukagakusho students get more facilities in the campus, ex.
They enter university dormitory more easily.

¢ Not only accepting the students, but facilitating them for extra-curricular activities.
Foreign students feel to coordinate themselves into a society. They need such as place for
gathering. But university does not have place can be used in weekends for example.

I support the Japan’s policy to give the chances for foreign students to study in Japan. |
think it is an important factor to increase the cooperation between Japan and the students
country around the world.

I am extremely grateful for the opportunity and supports given to me as a foreign student in
Japan.

I think not only increasing the number of overseas students, but increasing the level of
cooperation with foreign university will improve the educational level in Japan further.

Should provide Japanese language skill for self-supporting student. | think that like
intensive class (every day, 1-2 hours)
e Providing more job information, or priority for self-supporting student to get part-time job.
e Providing more English institutions for overseas students.

I can not comment because | am Familiar w/ this said policy.

The whole picture seems to be quite good. The system, for me, is very good. The only
problem I feel is culture problem for foreign student. Most of foreign student feel
uncomfortable at the beginning and some still have such policy. So, this is botany said to be
disadvantage of studying in Japan.

To ease this problem, there should be some activity which provide opportunity for foreign
students to understand JP culture and soon, such as joinery activity club, and so on. This may
help, | think.

e Provide assistance to foreign students in term of accommodation, or apartment.

e Provide assistance in terms of research funds, particularly students in social science’s and
humanities fields. Comparing to students in science and technology field, students in social
sciences and humanities have to spend white big amount of money to finance our research
the due to the lack of research facilities.

The Japanese policy toward Mombukagakusho students (as me) is quite good in term of that
it allows students concentrated in studying and renewable (extendable).

The problem is it takes too long for selecting students and the time to announce candidates
successful is too near the departure time. | had very few time to prepare before home.

The procedures of visa is too complicated, takes time and depressed students (even
Monbukagakusho students).

Japanese Government need to develop more English-conducted courses in Japan.

The policy to collect students after they come back to their home countries also Japan can
learn from other countries such as Australia. It makes that students keep interested in
Japan.

Foreign students in Japan face big difficulty in coping with Japanese language for day-to-day
life. Japan can promote Japanese language teaching centers, organising cultural activities.
Also more English speaking staff at universities to help students.

Living costs in Japan are very high, especially for self supporting students. The authority
can introduce support scheme, for example financial support for students when renting
apartment (say support for key money).
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Japan is the country, which offers very good opportunities for foreign students. In case of
mine, | would like to thank Japanese government as well as Japanese people to provide me
scholarship, this would help me be able to obtain skills, knowledge and experiences in order to
develop our country. Thank you.

I think, from ASEAN point of view, coming to Japan to study especially at private university
is very expensive. However, it is not that it is more expensive than going to the US or other
western countries. So most of Thai students would rather go to the English-speaking
countries than Japan where so little of us know about its language. So I think one thing that
Japan should do if she wants to attract more self-supporting foreign students is to offer more
financial support which is really rare in the case of US, UK, etc. Moreover, it should offer
more English programs with professors who can REALLY speak English, because that means
by coming to Japan, students will learn both English (from classes) and Japanese (in every life).

Progress more training program from all over the world especially ASEAN/Asia. With these
training program, more students would have the chance to know Japan better.

This year, I've met many Indonesian students in Japan, especially in Tokyo. Most of them
study in Japan by financing from Japan Government. They got scholarship from
Monbukagakusho, JICA JICE, and other agreement between Indonesia & Japan government
such as JIBC.

Many universities in Japan have opened many classes conducted in English. It is very
helpful for foreigner student to participate in the class. The decision to conduct the class in
English definitely attract many foreign students to study in Japan.

In my opinion, those policies promoted by either government or Universities effectively
increase the number of foreign student in Japan. And finally, those will make Japan as a
destination country to study in the world along with United States in the past decade.

o Have special policy for self-supporting overseas students in terms of: tuition fees at
universities, Dormitory should be offered.
e Increase the number of English courses at university.

Good and should maintain the policy.

e Increase activities in other countries conducted by Japanese Univ to increase awareness.
¢ Add more scholarship in ENGLISH for International Students and subsidies.
e Attract more privately financed students.
¢ Add more Internship programs for International Students.
o Make more International houses or International community center outside of school.
e Create joint program with other univ in the world like
a.baseball match (International-college level)
b.science match
e creative competitions
o Assistance to get a part time/full time Job in English.

e Should provide enough information and research sources in English.
e Should provide employment information for overseas students.

In my opinion, Japan’s policy toward foreign students studying Japan is quite good. | have
no any disavowal to the policy now.

e Have more dormitories because students could not afford thank you money & key money
when renting apartments.

The Japan’s policy toward foreign student in Japan is quite good, and relatively easy.
To increase the number of self-supporting overseas student.

e Japan should increase the quality of education

e Increase number of course in English

o Expend Japanese language education
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Provide more facilities for overseas students such as:
e Supply international house student for overseas students living during their study in Japan.
¢ Provide Japanese language for overseas students at least six month or move in their country
before going Japan.

Good policy for future’s relationship and global network.

e Giving more information about student life in Japan though the Internet, especially by
English Websites.

A very good policy indeed but Japan’s academicians must be waiting
share their knowledge smile heartedly and not hiding away information from foreign students.
Self supporting students if possible should be given scholarship because they need require
income to support their tuition frees and daily lost of living without scholarship they need to
find work, thus unavoidably neglecting their studies.

Difficult to obtain information regarding universities in Japan.

Very troubles are bureaucratic procedures especially student’'s documents are in English. (I
had to get some documents translated into Japanese.)

Procedures for getting a student visa are very inconvenient. | had to go back to Singapore to
get a visa before | was allowed to stay in Japan with an official student visa.

Problems faced by every international students are:
1) Residential period:

The period of residence in government’s and university’s controlled apartments (Gakusei
Kaikan or Ryou) is apparently too short (2-year term without renewable).

2) Guarantor:

Finding an apartment is worse. Why? It costs a big amount of money (one needs at least
400,000 Yen for moving). Also, we (foreigners) are always asked for guarantors by
FUDOUSANYA. Moreover, 99% house owners DO NOT accept our professors to be
guarantors.

3) Safety:

Living in private mansion or apartment is not as SAFE as living in student’s house (Gakusei

kaikan).

So, how can the Japanese government help us?

I suggest the followings:

The government of Japan should reconsider/amending the “TERM of Residency” policy from a
traditional 2-year term to 4-year term; or to a more suitable term for each individual. For
example, those who come for Master’s degree and plan to apply for PhD, should be able to
stay longer. But, under the condition that he/she MUST pay 50% more of current rent after
the first two years. (Example: if currently he/she pays 20,000 Yen, he MUST pay 30,000
Yen if he/she wishes to stay in that same house longer).

As each year the number of foreign students is increasingly high, the government of Japan
should provide/build more international houses. If the Japanese government is planning to
accept more foreign students, they should not only think about providing scholarship, but to
provide a safe and comfortable place for them too.

1

2)

The number of books as research source is insufficient, especially English.

The guarantor’s system in Japan make everything become difficult, such as, for rent lodging
and apartment, for study in school and university, etc.
Please make more part-time job centers and information for supporting foreign students.
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Japan should help foreign students to find part-time job.

In overall, to obtain more number of self-supporting overseas students can be proceeded by
more
e Tuition reduction
o Helping/guide for finding cheaper living place (dormitory, apartment, etc)
e More international program study.

I myself experience how hard it was to find an apartment. There are still a lot of landlord
refuse to accept foreigner for their apartment. | hope some day this kind of thing won't happen
no more.

I hope that Japan would take some responsibilities on foreign students about their problems
while studying in Japan.

I don’t know how Japan’s policy toward fore8ign students works, since when | came here,
everything was set for me and | don’t have much problem with the procedures. But some of
my friends had problems with the procedures, so may be by simplifying the police will increase
the chance of foreign students studying in Japan.

J-model

As mentioned above, in my opinion, extremely high living costs in Japan have hindered
incentive of developing countries students from studying in Japan. Currently, Japan is
offering JDS scholarship to long experienced people in some developing countries. Actually,
there are many outstanding employees with limited working experience (2 years) who can
perform studying and working much better and more effectively than those with long
experience from state enterprises suggest the JDS should consider the following 2 important
issues when allocating the scholarship to developing countries.
¢ Giving chance to limited experienced employees from all sectors, who have outstanding

academic or working performance to compete for the JDS.

e The present JDS scholarship is too high compared with other major scholarship programs
offered by other developed countries such as Aus AID of Australia. Consequently, the
scholarship should be divided for more students to have opportunities to study in Japan.
Actually, according to my living standard, | can manage to live well in Japan with a third of
the JDS scholarship. Before that, | obtained Aus A+ D scholarship which is only 1100 AUD
per month to study in Australia and I lived very well. Also it is due to much cheaper living
costs in Australia compared to Japan. But | wish I could have only a third of IDS amount to
live here.

Living expenses in Japan is really high, especially transportation fee. Whey does not it
have cheap tickets for student, for example? Because as far as | have known in some countries
in Europe. If I have student card all expenses will become only half prize. Thank you.
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¢ | don't know clearly what kind of Japan’s policy implemented toward foreign students
studying Japan but one thing | am sure is that foreign students still somehow got
discrimination either in employment or in educational institute. Also foreign students have
the difficult time to look for the apartment. The Japanese landlord don't want to rent the
apartment to foreign students at all. “Are foreign students not human beings in the eyes of
Japanese people?” Another problem is there is no enough English books for students to do
research. Many of the books are available in Japanese only. Moreover because of the
cultural factor, foreign students are “difficult” to befriend with Japanese, which makes their
life trouble during the stay in Japan.

o to help foreign students, Japanese Government should do its best to reduce or eliminate the
discrimination put on foreign student. It should develop educational program to change
widen Japanese mindset to accept or understand more about foreign students. English
language research institute should be more established.

Since living cost in Japan is very high, maybe Japan’s policy should increase the scholarship
for international students esp. developing country.

e Give the easier way to get a driving license for foreign students.
e Develop and improve the educational system so that it doesn’t confuse us (course system,
language, etc.)

Provide more scholarship.

Please support us with more scholarship and information about scholarship.

o Increase the job opportunities for self-supporting students to alleviate their financial burden.
o Keep in pace with international education level.

¢ Availability of Scholarship according to academic result as well as financial situation.
e Japanese culture (i.e. language) introduce to the graduate school students.

o Availability of literature (Japanese) translate into English.

e Culture inter-exchange (Home stay) for 3 months.

In APU, GSM has insufficient Professors.

It need better to invite some excellent oversea visiting professors because it is an
international graduate school. For example, one major subject need more than one or two
professors.

Some professors are very good in knowledge but they cannot efficiently share their
knowledge and experience and | suppose that their teaching style and assessment program has
some weaknesses.

| prefer sharing knowledge rather than competition each other. Some students are very
narrow minded and unethical behavior. | want everyone care each other & respect each other
in my opinion.

The Government should provide more living expense subsidies to students from ASEAN
countries.

Japan’s current policy towards foreign students is appropriate to both Japanese people and
foreign students, to some extent.
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I think the biggest problem is the ‘guarantee’ system in Japan. Many landlord using this
guarantee system to refused the foreign student from renting the apartment. | consider this
should be ‘discrimination’. The second one should be the restriction on part time job. It's
very difficult for us to find part time job in Japan due to the Japanese employer doesn't
understand our culture and custom in the same time, restriction on part time job make us
facing more difficulties on finding part time job. Without this 2 problems, | think Japan
should be a country which are very comfortable to live for the foreign students.

Japan can welcome more international students by having more English courses while
teaching Japanese at the same time. A good example is Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
where I'm attending now. If Japanese degrees are recognized all over the world, more
students would come to Japan and these students can improve their own nations while working
in a Japanese company overseas, or they can choose to attend further education.

We people from poor country are facing financial problem in Japan because of high price,
especially for self-supporting student.

Some students are getting scholarship from government, more than enough for their living
expenses. For my personal opinion, reduce their amount of scholarship and share this money
to self supporting student.

o After three months study in Asia Pacific University (APU), that give me many good things
compare with the universities that | had visited in past years; Australia, Thailand,
Cambodia, China, Laos... especially, with its modern equipments uses for research purposed
as well as other detectives what help students fulfill relaxing after their class time;
gymnasium, forums, music activities...

o Further, with the scholarship system, that support finance for many students home the hard
circumstance to pursue their purpose.

e However, in my opinion, excepted the scholarship for tuition, you could give more scholarship
from Government, private to support for the special subjects, especially in the Doctor degree
who came from the poor countries.

Best regards.

| am very appreciated and thank you for providing me and also other foreign students the
scholarship to be here, Japan today. On behalf of one of foreign students would like Japan’s
policy consider about the condition of scholarship, please don’t set up too strict condition
because some scholarship still have so many conditions such as, don’t do part time job, don't go
out of Japan during holding the scholarship and so on. We have to spend long time in Japan,
someone might be longer than 2 years or 4 years which is very long for us, so of course the
feeling of homesick must happen. Compare to other countries’ scholarship they don't have
much condition to the holders. The holders can do what they want without limitation such as
part-time, go out, go exchange with other university that is very very useful and good for
earning the experience & culture too.

Fewer part time jobs for low level Japanese ability students. Not possible to apply
additional scholarship supports for those students who'’s got the honor scholarship. Most of
the internships inside Japan require advance knowledge of Japanese. Too difficult and too
accelerated Japanese courses.

Fewer part time jobs for low level Japanese ability students. Not possible to apply additional
scholarship supports for those students who'’s got the lower scholarship. Most of the internships
inside Japan require advance knowledge of Japanese. Too difficult and too accelerated
Japanese courses.

To increase the number of self-supporting overseas students in Japan, it seems that wider
opportunities of them in getting part-time jobs should be promote. In order to do that,
expansion of Japanese language education is important.

It is important to expand Japanese language in ASEAN countries. This is in order to
improve Japanese language to student before coming to Japan. Also help them to understand
Japanese and for daily life as well as academic level during the stay in Japan.
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Japanese government should provide more foreign aids to Laos especially the aids on human
resources development. Currently, Laos is lack of skillful personal and Laos considers human
resources are very important forward the economic development. Therefore, the increase of
foreign aid, are very necessary and highly required by Lao government. Each year the
number of scholarship to Laos is still limited. If it is possible, the Japanese government
should consider its human development program to Laos and provide more on human resources
assistance. Hopefully, the Japanese government will take this request into an account.

Thank you.

I suggest that the government of Japan make further assistance and support as well as
corporation in ASEAN countries, especially Laos, Cambodia, Vietham, Myanmar which are still
far behind the other member country. On the other hand | encourage that Japan government
expand more Japanese language in these countries and give more educational opportunity to
study in Japan.

It can be suggested that the universities’ authorities should arrange the programs to combine
theoretical knowledge and real world business practices like internship program or plant trip.
For foreign students it can be a great opportunity to learn Japanese societies and real world
business experiences.

Give more chances of scholarship !

Japan is doing a commendable work for sponsoring students to study in Japan, students who
wanted to experience an international education and enrichment is given a chance to fulfill
their dreams, provision of part time jobs is also very helpful in financing students. | am very
grateful that | was given a chance to study again.

About Japan’s policy toward foreign students studying Japan and policy of increasing the
number of self supporting overseas students have good and best situation especially for LDC
students. They have to try hard for studying abroad in their country. Then came here and
study with their self support (part time job) but sometime difficult to get part-time job, cause
language barrier. Hence, students cannot effort with their own efficient capacity in studying.
They have to spend time for finding money for survival in Japan. Anyway, they must try hard
to study in Japan which better to study in their close countries. They can get a chance to
study in Japan because of this policy.

Currently, the government implemented good policy to encourage overseas student convey
Japan for education. First of all, government scholarships are lodging to foreign student know
about Japanese education system. From that, increasing reputation is other concerns.
Increasing number of students come to Japan for study. For promoting together scholarship
programs, Japanese universities should expand courses in English to attract foreign students.
(Japanese language is very difficult for student came from overseas language.) Besides,
transparency, living cost very high is inconvenience to attract foreign students. In addition, to
get part time job is difficult for foreign student to maintain student life. Therefore, the
government should unpleasant policies to overseas the problems, so Japanese educational
system will attract more foreign student to come to Japan for study like US, UN.

e Japan’s policy toward foreign students by giving us grant aid will be fruitful and benefits to
our countries in the future. However, please should not restricts oversea students much to
do a part time job.

¢ | think government should increase number of courses available in English and extend
training/teaching Japanese Language education outside university with free course.

e Please continue supporting the scholarships to ASEAN countries.

Thank you!

4
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I think the problems that will arise due to Japan’s insufficient policies and lack of proper
handling of individual cases will increase with the inflow of awe foreign students.

A foreign student without any preview knowledge of Japan and the language will encounter
extreme difficulties and pressure to a point unbearable.

I myself and did not feel any guiding hard when | arrived here in Japan. It was a good thing
I spent a year in Tokyo, prior to coming to my present University.

2 2

ASEAN ASEAN
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“There is always rooms for improvement”.

website

ASEAN

Japan is generous to provide scholarship and accept students from developing countries to
study in Japan. However, in order to improve the system and policy for accepting overseas
students, it is suggested that number of courses available in English should be increased and
number of self-supporting overseas students to be accepted to study in Japan also should be
increased and facilitated. Considering that the living expenses in Japan is very high and
expensive, it is highly appreciated if Japanese government could support students from
developing countries in accommodation expenditure, transportation, communication and study
and research expenses or consider to increase the monthly stipend taking into account the
above mentioned expenses. Thank you very much.

So far, Japan’s policy toward foreign students is quite appropriate. But something should be
done to the enhance procedures, re-entry procedures (re-entry permit should not be exist at all,
as long as visa’s still eligible), and scholarship’s amount (because of the high prices).

The problems in scholarship’s amount (in yen) and self-supporting students could be avoided
if Japan’s government increases the monthly allowances or provided a source of funding (e.g.
part-time jobs) to foreign students.

¢ | thank you for the generous scholarship from Monbukagakusho to make my stay in Japan
comfortable, which | cannot say for private students. They really have to work the hell to
earn the fee & living expenses.

¢ | do not like the tutor or so called R.A. (resident assistant) system whereby the Japanese are
being selected to assist the new comers. Many overseas students are much more experience
in handling these matters, asked for instance how many of the young Japanese have actually
rented an apartment on their own, they can never understand the feeling of discriminations
that are faced. That's why many overseas student would prefer approaching fellow overseas
students for help instead of facing double discriminations from the Japanese students.

e Japan has to ask if we are here just to make up the statistics because many students feel
being neglected after their arrival, the cold treatment from the lab members due to language
barrier they feel that their professors is taking them in because of the “fat” allowance
allocated for each of the Monbukagakusho student that is taken (so the rumor said!) Itis
extremely difficult to change your professor or university once arriving & the faith of the
students is very much at the disposal of the professor. This creates a very unhealthy
relationship whereby the students have to shallow the pride until the end of the course &
leave Japan with all the bitter experiences.

In my opinion, regarding Japan’s policy toward foreign students study in Japan should
expand to develop countries. Particular the level education is low countries.
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Japanese Government may want to look closely at number of issues that hinder the ASEAN
students from getting education in Japan, such as.

A) Studying in Japan is very costly compared to studying in ASEAN countries, due to: -

o Study fees are much higher than in ASEAN countries;

e Cost of living in general is at least three times higher than in ASEAN countries;

e House rental system is very taxing with ‘Key Money’ on top of deposits and landlords are
insisting for Japanese guarantor;

e Students have to spend extra year (therefore extra expenses) to study Japanese language
before entering university, whereas they can enter the university directly if they go to
English speaking countries;

e It is generally observed that education in Australia and New Zealand is cheaper than in
Japan; and

e The recent Yen appreciation against US dollar and ASEAN currencies has made the matter
worse.

Having those facts, only wealthy families with special reasons can afford to send their
children to Japan for education. For the average Malaysian parents the high costs are the
major obstacle for them to send their kids to Japan for education. In fact, wealthy families
also prefer to send their children to English speaking countries for education, as English
competency is an important prerequisite for getting good jobs in Malaysia. Owing to above
mentioned reasons, there are less likely for self-sponsored students to come to Japan for
graduate and post graduate studies.

B) There are some observations by my friend who said that though some lectures were

supposed to be bilingual (as stated in the graduate school’s website and pamphlets), the

professors were only using Japanese and the lecture materials were all in Japanese. Some
students feel their time and money are wasted as they could not follow the lecture. A standard
guide line should be developed for universities to offer the course in English. At least the
lecture note should be made available in English.

C) ASEAN countries are not using Kanji in their education system. Even if they manage to

acquire a perfect KANJI or a perfect Japanese language they will not be able to use it when

they go back to their country, because the daily and official communications are either in

English or the national language. Practically it is impossible for students (graduate students

in social sciences in particular) to effectively learn and use KANJI and Japanese language in

their thesis writing if they just learned it for a year or two. Learning KANJI and Japanese

Language is very interesting and important for survival in Japan. But to use them in

academic writing is a bit too much to cope. Even my friend from China who is here for 8 years

now is still having a great difficulty to write his thesis in good Japanese language (I personally
hear the complaint from his professor). Therefore insisting ASEAN students to have a certain
level of Japanese language before they can enroll into Japanese universities will only make

Japanese universities less attractive to ASEAN students. Practically, they will only consider

Japanese Universities if the courses are taught in English. This is not to deny that there are a

number of Japanese universities that are moving towards this.

D) I have never heard of any promotion about Japanese education in Malaysia. While the UK

universities (through the British Council), some Australian and American universities have

their annual education fair in Malaysia.

I have four comments to make as per attached.

On top of that, for Q9, though | have chosen Three items, all other items, except item D, are
very important for the Japanese government to give due attention.

It is need to give more opportunities to get job here, job might be need to coincide with
qualified person for suitable field. In Japan, due to language and some (eg. impossible to get
medical or other professional licence), it is still difficult to get qualified suitable work for
qualified foreign students. Therefore, it may be still need to give some good works to qualified
foreign students. By upgrading this need, foreign students will be get more money and more
spend for higher educational expense.
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My impression is that students without a full scholarship from Monbukagakusho have a very
difficult time: (a) making ends meet;

(b) finding comfortable and affordable accommodation that allow them to focus on their studies.
I think accommodation is critical and more facilities like the Tokyo Academic Park should be
built throughout Japan.

Applicants should demonstrate the financial resources to support their stay in Japan before
getting a place in a university. Otherwise, the problem of overseas students working full-time
and studying part-time will arise again. But if students here adequate resources academic
qualification, there is no reason not to let them through.

If Monbukagakusho supports foreign students to study in greater areas Tokyo, they should
concern about the high price of everything.

So, in the future I hope that Monbukagakusho would give some supports to the
accommodation and health care of the students in greater Tokyo areas who live outside
universities dormitory.

For the self-supporting overseas students, | think it would be difficult to increase their
number for students from Indonesia but it may be possible from Singapore, Malaysia,
Philippines and Thailand, because the economy crisis in Indonesia.

I think that the cost of living in Japan is quite high and it make a problem with some
students.

It is a good way to provide some discount to student such as food, apartment and so on.
(especially the tuition and Japanese class.)

The school (government) should provide free Japanese lesson to the international students.

In my opinion, Japan’s foreign policy student policy is one of the best among the developed
countries. Japan indeed a good and responsible ‘host’ for us. | like to thank Japanese
Government for granting me the Monbukagakusho Scholarship. If I don't receive this
scholarship, it would be impossible for me to continue my study here (as the cost of living is
very very high). | might consider USA, other European countries or other English speaking
countries which have wider opportunities and prospects (and the having cost not as high as
here).

I think in order to increase self supporting students, the number of working hours (arubaito)
limit should be relaxed and let the student work more; 28 hours per-week would not enough to
cover both living and tuition (school fee) expenses. Or create ‘loan’ which the student can pay
back when they get job after graduated.

More English information available.

Foreign student should be allowed to take part time job to give them the Japanese working
culture. Improve Japanese language and have Japanese friends/network.

With the extremely high cost of living in Japan, the possibilities to increase self supporting
overseas students is very low.

Even with current scholarship, there are some foreign student who cannot afford their live
only from scholarship.

Myanmar is LDC. The living costs of Japan is very high. If the policy of increasing
number of self-supporting overseas students effects to decrease the scholarship awards, the
amount of students from Myanmar will decrease. | think Japan needs to increase the amount
of scholarships for ASEAN countries (especially Myanmar.)

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to study in Japan. | think Japan is a good country to
live in. I had no worries at all about crime or so. That made me focused on study — This is
probably one of the advantages of studying in Japan: Japan offers a conducive situation to
study. Of course, to understand deeper about Japan. | have to study Japanese tender and

master it within 1.5 year as a . Therefore, providing foreign students with sufficient
language course is very important.
Overall, I like Japan in most aspects than | like my country.
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Should give good informations about curriculum of university here.

e To provide more facilities in terms of Japanese language teaching.
o If classes are conducted in English, provide more lecturers who are proficient in English.
e To organize more inter-cultural activities between Japanese and Asian students.

I hope Japan can provide more stipend (support) for those who bring their family to Japan,
especially for student who study more than 1 year in Japan.

I do agree with another fellow Singaporean here that the Monbukagakusho scholarship is
very generous. The Japan’s policy has been fair. It is great studying and conducting scientific
research here. However, the cost here is very high. Being a self-supporting overseas student,
life is not easy in Tokyo. | am fortunate that my professors and classmates are supportive.
They have made my life here easier. But | still think that it takes a lot of personal
commitment and sacrifices to pull through. I doubt if all the self-supporting overseas students
are prepared for the “toughness” when the number is increased.

I think the current policy of Japan torward foreign students is right. It has given the chance
to both students in the public and private sector.

Policy: very good, open to foreign students.
Support: Excellent.

Japan should give the provision for more foreign students to study in Japan.

Language could be the barrier for foreign students to decide to study in Japan. Therefore, in
order to attract more students, probably, more Japanese language classes should be offered at
home country. Ability to master the language before coming to Japan or deciding place to
further study, would give confident for student to choose Japan as the place to further study.

Another suggestion would be by offering course in English.

It is good to note that Japan has tremendously increased its number of foreign students.
However, Japan’s effort to increase international students should also be coupled with an
increase in the number if international researchers & professors. As for, increasing the number
of self-supporting overseas students, Japan should continue this more because scholarships are
limited. There should also be a mechanism where part-time jobs for self-supporting students is
publicized through the internet.

Please supply more information to find lodging and apartment for overseas students and
please make the same standard of staying in dormitory, for example, 2 years for all of oversea
student including Tokyo Institute of Technology.

| think it is a good idea to increase the number of overseas students.

Well, the policy of Japan is good but a bit complicated for me, so you have make it easy and
clearly fey for foreign students especially for ASEAN'’ Students. Such as the relevance
document for your government to process to visa to Japan and the regulation of each
universities must be clear and easy to understand. | mean that some universities are strictly,
same universities are not for my self. | really like to study and enjoy my life in Japan very
much because Japanese people are very kindly and friendly like my people. Moreover,
Japanese people work very fast and smoothly. The transportation are very convenience so and
so. | strongly hope that you might understand my meaning.
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Suggestion

e To arrange the accommodation & lodgings such as TIEC, for all the foreign students
throughout their study period.

e Lecture should be conducted by English as much as possible for foreign students.

e The policy is very good.
e However, Japan should remove restrictions on foreign students, healing flexible policies,
helping them to adopt Japanese environment.

Japan’s policy toward foreign students studying in Japan is good, supportive policy. Policy
to increase the number of self-supporting oversea students is feasible if these student can
receive more support interims of part-time job, apartment.

Alumni after graduation should be strong and proactive to promote educational exchange for
life-long period since one’s returned to home country.

For me, the support of Japanese organizations (JICA, JICE, and my university) is highly
appreciated. Everything is perfect. That is why | do not have any problem living and
studying here.

Good job!

I think that Japan has been pursuing very good policy by providing scholarships or other
financial supports to foreign students who are working for Government’s organizations of
foreign countries. In the long term, this policy would bear mutual benefits for both foreign
country(ies) and Japan.

I suppose that Japan should continue using this policy.

The scholarship is not enough for me to buy books because the price in Tokyo is expensive.
Others, no opinions. | have no comments or complaints about Japan’s policy toward foreign
students studying Japan.

I think, I see everyday, everywhere which Japanese letter. So, compare with English
language. At the station, like that, we don’t how to find the way. House lent charge is very
expense. So we try to enough our scholarship.

I think I would be a bad idea, because the cost of living in Japan itself already became big
obstacle to foreign students in Japan. So if the number of self-supporting overseas students
number are going to be increased, | don’t think the students especially from my country can
afford to it. It's too expensive for us.

operating system 2000
2000
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e ASEAN

I know that Japan’s once country which high quality of education and high technology and
strong social economics.

I'm very great to study in Japan. It's let me know Japan more, and feeling Japanese
culture.

My opinions that: Japan government should have some policy to foreign students studying
Japan who want advance to higher education in Japan by scholarship, and policy of increasing
the number of self-supporting overseas students come to studying Japan such as South East
Asian which poor country.

I used to study in two national universities. One is in the countryside, the other is a famous
one which is located in the urban. I've found some differences that one has while the other
hasn’'t. Such as the technology, the numbers of foreign students and the relationship between
local people and the foreign students.

Be fair to all students in consideration of granting.

Please do not delay or shorten the period of study program without reasonable explanation.
In my case, | was delayed to come to Japan without reasonable explanation from the
government agency while others (in the some program as me) could come and attend the
university on time. As a result, I have suffered so much from study since | can't have much
more time to adjust myself to the course or even prepare myself well enough for doing research.

Expand Japanese language education in other country.

Increasing the number of accepted students/scholars per year is a very noble way of
developing healthy relationship with countries around the world. If the government’s budget
however is decreasing (for example if the Japanese economy is not so good). | think the better
option would be to decrease the number of scholars to accept, other than to decrease the
scholarship of those already accepted persons, with regards to increasing the number of
self-supporting students - this, too is a very noble way of helping other countries but of course,
jobs or part-time jobs for this matter should also be increased. Adequate Information should
also be available to every student designing to have a job.

Since Japanese is very difficult (especially to those who don’t have any background yet). |
think it would be better if there are English translations of Japanese materials like web-sites,
pamphlets, etc. and more English reference/books must be available in the libraries.

Thank you very much for the scholarship you provide to us!

Once a research student takes entrance exam for masters or doctorate, she or he is
automatically accepted, give consideration to the foreign research students taking the
Japanese entrance exam.
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Please consider for Myanmar as a exceptional case. At Research Student Programme,
Japanese Government give only two years scholarship for Research student. Therefore, most
of students from Myanmar can't get Master’s Degree. Because they are very difficult to get
extension. So, they are finished only Research Student and it is very lose job himself or
herself and Myanmar. Because of unfinished. Master or Doctor degree. Hence, | request to
the consider that research student programme for Myanmar as a exceptional case to finishes
their study of Master’s Degree or Doctor Degree without asking extension from their country.

Thank you for Japan’s policy toward, | wish this program can be continue for foreign students
especially for ASEAN countries.

e For Oversea students, Manbukagakusho Scholarship should be awarded did not only
government staff but also those are working in Non Government Organizations (NGOs) and
private foundations for the development of community.

¢ Universities which accept foreign students should use Japanese as well as English as official
language. Most of the Oversea students who are still incompetent in Japanese encounter
money problems in terms of reading official letters and announcement.

o It should be arranged to get more opportunities for part time job for the students who do not
get sufficient funding for their education.

I have been working for my Governor (Electricity of Laos) before | came to Japan. (Till now
I am as an employee too) | was participating a completion for a scholarship of Japanese
Government in my country and | succeed it.

I came to Japan as research student and wished to study till a doctor course but | have been a
trouble to extension for my scholarship, because | have had lost of information how to extension
a scholarship. So | wasn't table to continue to study.

However the Master level is very importance for my job where | have been worked. | need it
before I come back to my country.

Right now, | am a private student in first year of my master since April 2003. | am trying to
take a part-time to provide for my living cost, Accommodation fee and tuition feeds. If
compare the standard of living cost between Japanese and me | have no any standard for living
in Japan. Sometime | wouldn’'t understand by myself why | was choiced for my study in Japan
too.

I think, Japan’s recent policy upon ASEAN is quite good. | have nothing to say other.

As for me, the policies of Japan toward foreign students is very good. We are given all
necessary information and supports relating to our life and study.

In order to increase the number of self-supporting student, Japanese embassy abroad should
provide more information about education in Japan and Japan Universities itself should have
some ways to spread its information to oversea student and continue to raise education quality
at the same time.

Japan government should facilitate universities with more programs conducted in English.

It is very kind of Japan government to give scholarship to overseas students. It would be
difficult for overseas students to do a self supporting study, except if the part time job
restrictions is lifted, because the living cost in Japan is so high.
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Intensive course of Japanese language before and during studying in Chiba University.
Japanese courses should be classified into more types, such as kanji, reading, listening and
pronouncing, etc. and provided a class for the student who apply for ikkyu or nikyuu
examination (Japanese language test).
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