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Speech by Minister at the Welcome Reception of Nikkei and Japanese Abroad

D Good evening, everyone.
Konbanwa, Buenas noches, Boa noite, Aloha.

@ | am truly delighted to welcome all of you Nikkei and Japanese Abroad
from all over the world and related guests here at the Iikura Guest House.

@ Even in the face of hardship at times, you have cherished the traditions
and values of Japan while integrating into your local societies, building
rich and unique Nikkei communities in each of your regions. I would I|ike
to express my heartfelt respect for these dedicated efforts.

@ This month marks a year since | assumed the office of Minister for
Foreign Affairs, and during this time [ have visited a lot of countries.
Through these overseas visits and my daily diplomatic activities, I have
come to experience it firsthand that the active contributions of the
Nikkei and Japanese Abroad around the globe serve as the basis for the
relationship between Japan and those countries.

® During my stay in Mexico in August, I visited the Mexico—Japan Association,
where I learned of the continuous and enthusiastic efforts of the Nikkei
in Mexico in pursuing productive lives there in harmony with their fellow
citizens over many years. [ once again felt that the presence of the
Nikkei and Japanese Abroad is the indispensable foundation of the friendly
relationship between Japan and Mexico.

® The theme of this year’ s convention is “Participating in Creating a
Harmonious Coexistence.” [ sincerely hope that your wealth of experience
and insights will be shared, and that lively discussions will thus take
place.

@ In closing, 1 hope that your stay in Japan will be meaningful, and I
offer my best wishes for your continued good health and success.



