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We began our journey at the National Museum of
Territory and Sovereignty in Tokyo. We were
introduced to Japan's official positions on its terntonal
issues, including the Northern Territories. Regardless
of where one stands on these sensitive topics, hearing
the Japanese perspective firsthand is essential for
fruitful bilateral conversations.

True diplomacy requires the ability to listen and
observe as a neutral party. Understanding the host
country's narrative is the first step toward mutual
respect and finding proper solutions to complex
regional challenges. | look forward to using this
experience to further bridge gaps in understanding.

#MIRAI2025 #sharemyMIRAI #Japan #Tokyo
#Diplomacy #InternationalSecurity
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Continuing to share insights from the MIRAI Program, the
following days included a series of highly infarmative
lectures, discussions, and institutional visits in Japan ®
focused on the rule of law and justice systems,

One of the key sessions was held at the Ministry of
Justice of Japan, where discussions focused on Japan's

# role in upholding and promoting the rule of law
internationally through the work of the International
Cooperation Department (ICD) and the Research and
Training Institute, particularly in the field of legal
technical cooperation. Representatives shared their
experience in cooperation with partner countries,
including support in drafting and amending basic laws,
improving legal and judicial systems, and capacity-
building of legal professionals.

Another important meeting took place at the Supreme
Court of Japan, (= where we discussed the Japanese
criminal justice system, including the saiban-in (lay
jucge) trial system, as well as administrative litigatian.
The discussion also addressed the constitutional rale
and powers of the Supreme Court, including
constitutional adjudication and constitutional litigation.

Additionally, we visited Keio University, one of the
leading universities in Japan, @ where we attended a
lecture on good governance, the rule of law, and global
justice delivered by Professor MATSUO Hiroshi.
Following a very engaging discussion, participants were
kindly presented with his book, Politics, Economy and
Law in Developing Asia.

The program is cngoing and also includes cultural
activities, which are an essential part of the MIRAI

avnarianca Lwill share raflacrtinne an thasa activitias 2

e =
criminal justice system, including the saiban-in (lay
judge) trial system, as well as administrative litigation.
The discussion also addressed the constitutional role
and powers of the Supreme Court, including
constitutional adjudication and constitutional litigation.

Additionally, we visited Keio University, one of the
leading universities in Japan, ® where we attended a
lecture on good governance, the rule of law, and global
justice delivered by Professor MATSUO Hiroshi.
Following a very engaging discussion, participants were
kindly presented with his book, Politics, Economy and
Law in Developing Asia.

The program is ongoing and also includes cultural
activities, which are an essential part of the MIRAI
experience. | will share reflections on these activities as
they represent an equally important dimension of mutual

understanding and exchange.
e 8 (0

#MIRAIZ025 #MIRAlalumni #sharemyMIRAI
#Japan #KeioUniversity #Ministryoflustice
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Today | had the chance to participate in the *Reconnecting Japan” online
meeting, organized by Japan International Cooperation Center (JICE) in
cooperation with JASSO (Japan Student Services Organization) and specifically held
for MOFA MIRAI Program Alumni participants.

& During the session we listened to insightful lectures by Mr. Miyai Tomohiro
(Deputy Director, Student Exchange Department) and Mr. Okada Takuya (Study in
Japan Unit, Student Exchange Department) from JASSO. They introduced the study
abroad programs in Japan offered and provided a complete overview of the
Japanese higher education system, including application requirements, English and
Japanese proficiency standards for admission, living costs to consider and, most
importantly, fully funded scholarship opportunities in Japan for international
students.

We learned that Japan currently hosts over 336,000 international students with
numbers steadily increasing, as well as growing employment opportunities for those
who decide to stay after graduation!

We also heard two inspiring personal journeys shared by Ms. Edisa Shoshi and
Mr. Abdulaziz Yunusov, MEXT scholarship recipients who presented their academic
paths at the University of Tokyo and Keio University. Through their experiences,
Edisa-san and Abdulaziz-san explained how studying in Japan meant accessing a
world-class education within an international academic environment for them, while
still benefiting from extensive scholarship support. They highlighted how graduate
program studies in Japan are strongly research-oriented, with students receiving
constant feedback and actively participating in conferences and academic activities
in the country and abroad

= Listening to these presentations made me remember my own time in Japan.
Thanks to one of JASSO's scholarships, | was able to attend Japanese classes for one
semester al Kobe University during my Master's degree without paying any tuition
fees: an opportunity that definitely shaped my academic and personal journey for
the better and significantly improved my language skills. A heartfelt thank you to
JASSO for giving me the opportunity to take part in the Student Exchange Support
Program in Kobe: it was the most enriching experience of my life

= For anyone considering an experience abroad, | strongly encourage you to learn
more about the opportunities offered by JASSO. With English-taught degree
programs, Japanese-language tracks and multiple scholarship optiens, there is a
possible path for students from many different backgrounds to study in Japan and
take this life-changing step.
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This week, | had the honour of presenting at MIRAI's online program!

1 was able to share how my life changed after the program, being welcomed by many new
opportunities, having new insights and much more confidence! Silvia-san and Leart-san, fellow MIRAI
alumni, also gave lovely presentations about their experiences and discussed how travelling to Japan
as part of the program has affected them.

After the presentations, professors Komatsu Taro (Sophia University) and Hashida Tsutomu (Nara
Intemational Strategy Center) shared thoughts on the program, as well as how it could further be
enriched. All alumni were took part into a meaningful conversation and | hope we can all come
together to bring the wonderful ideas that were mentioned to life! | wish the MIRA! program keeps
evolving, bridging our countries and encouraging dialogue.

Thank you to the MIRAI team for giving me this opportunity! It was a beautiful experience!

#MIRAI #MIRAlalumni #sharemyMIRAI #Japan
JICE's International Exchange Programs
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Exchange (Regional Youth Cooperation Office)
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We are proud to announce that Anna Gumenyuk, a student of
Ukrainian-American Concordia University (UACU), was selected by the
Embassy of Japan in Ukraine among over 6,000 applicants to
participate in the prestigious MIRAI Program (Business & Innovation
track)/
Supported by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan and JICE, the
program focuses on SDGs, innovation, and human-centered
technology. Anna’s achievement reflects the global competitiveness,
leadership, and values of UACU students.
The future is built by those who dare to lead — and we are proud that
UACU students are shaping it.

#UACU #MIRALI #ProudUniversity #GlobalEducation #SDGs
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JRXX & A kJL: Office Visit by Students and Professionals from Central Asia and Caucasus Region
as part of “MIRAI” Program: Lectures on WTO and EPA/FTA and International Investment Law

Y > 2 Office Visit by Students and Professionals from Central Asia and Caucasus Region as part
of “MIRAI” Program: Lectures on WTO and EPA/FTA and International Investment Law | News |
Nishimura & Asahi
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Office Visit by Students and Professionals from Central Asia and Caucasus
Region as part of “MIRAI" Program: Lectures on WTO and EPA/FTA and

International Investment Law
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