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F1ITN—T (L) WALV E U HE
Frvru g n (T4 CHERIEE)

Last week, I had my first orientation meeting, marking the exciting 2024 ﬁ;‘ 9 H 14 EI (LlnkedIn)
beginning of my journey with the "Western Balkans Meet Japan"
program - more beautifully named MIRAI! @ ;”:v? ,?— ]\: ‘7 ﬁil}%i

I had the pleasure of meeting the amazing individuals I'll be sharing
this incredible MIRAI experience with when we all visit Japan together

n a few months. It's inspiring to see such 2 diverse and passionate ’J@J IEI & fcﬁ 5 j_ U T .*7: h “/ El Vg i — 5: /f o~ 7 75§ 3?)

group, and I'm eager to learn, collaborate, and grow together as we

dive deeper into Japanese culture and perspectives. @ rﬁl‘/ﬁ/l/j] \/5% & El ZIKﬁS lﬂ/ﬁ\ 5 | 7@ o 73 A
A

This is just the start, and I can't wait to see where this journey takes

FIIRAR024 SchseeaeaRAL (MIRAL &5 FERA RIS SR THWED) T
FORDIRNPNL WL IRED F LTz, B A%OA
AA~DfRE MIRAT THTIES LWRRERZ & HI2T 5,
FHRNTEDLEbEHAEDENTETELL ST
To ZOXIITERTIHERN 2 7 NV — R & %
TR BHES & & bIZ, BRDIERH R Z RS 8D
TFRPREFO AL, R LEWERES XK
N F Uiz, EEMESTIEND O Z Ofifns, Fh
TebaEZ~LBION ENHETHELATT,
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I'm honored to represent Serbia in the prestigious MIRAI
program organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Japan e alongside an inspiring group of participants
from the Western Balkans. Our program focuses on the
critical theme of reconciliation, fostering dialogue and
understanding across cultures and states.

One of the most impactful experiences so far has been
our walk through Hircshima with Mr. Shin, whose family
survived the atomic bombing. His openness and powerful
story leave a lasting impression and further reinforce the
importance of peace and mutual respect.

We are also participating in thought-provoking lectures
and engaging with students at a Japanese university,
exchanging ideas and learning from each other. I'm
excited to continue this journey and deepen my
knowledge.

A heartfelt thanks to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Japan and all the organizers for making this unforgettable
experience possible.

#sharemymirai
#mirai2024

Japanese traditionsays
. thatif onecreatesa
| thousand cranes, they
are granted one wish.
‘Sadako's wish was to
| without
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BLTVWET,

APEEND Z L XN EAS IR E LS 212
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£7,
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U centralnom delu, zgrade se kre¢u od 15-50
spratova, medutim u daljim krajevima gde ljudi
najcesce zive, zgrade su do 5 spratova.
Arhitektura i plan zgrada je fantasti¢no
rasporeden izmedu Sirokih ulica, koje su takode
popunjene pesackim zonama i parkovima. Ono
$to me je odusevilo jeste koliko je dizajn svake
zgrade jedinstven, a zajedno se vrlo lepo
uklapaju.

O E

In the central part, the buildings range from 15-50
floors, but in further areas where people usually
live, the buildings range up to 5 floors.

The architecture and building plans are
fantastically laid between wide streets, which are
also filled with pedestrian zones and parks. What
amazed me was how unique the design of each
building is and together they blend beautifully.

Inspiring s visit week in Tokyo and Hiroshima
with the \l exchange program,
accompanying the 13 students and peace
building activists from the Western Balkans.

There are many things to be learned and applied
from the Japanese culture, especially the detailed
planning and management, high focus on
durability and sustainability, cleanness and
respecting the rules, dedication to peace building,
great respect and friendship expressed towards
the other cultures.

Looking forward to seeing the fruits of these
learning experiences, being applied back home by
all the participants through the action plans and

everyday work and activism.

Big thanks to the Mi

Japan for creating these valuable opportumt\es
and supporting the Western Balkans
reconciliation and integration to the European
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Participating in the MIRAI program - Western Balkans
Meets Japan, organized by JICE's International
Exchange Programs and Regional Youth Cooperation
Office - RYCO. Throughout this immersive experience,
we focused on key themes related to peacebuilding and
strengthening collaboration between Japan and the
countries of the Western Balkans. Additionally, we had
the opportunity to deepen our understanding of
Japanese culture, mutual understanding and intellectual
exchange with the essentially impactful visit to
Hirashima and Hiroshima Peace Memorial Center.

Arigato! @3 b Hi& S

#mirai #sharemymirai

Western Balkans

Meet Japan

MIRAI 2024/2025 Program welcomes
13 young participants from WB to
visit Japan

2024 412 H 11 B (Facebook)
RAZT « ~LY =TS KFE
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2024412 A 3 H

(RYCO: Regional Youth Cooperation Office ¢ HP)
[P L E DR 13 AAS MIRAT2024/2025

7a 7T NTHARN]

Visit to Japan - bridge to new
perspectives and lifelong
connections for 13 young people
from WB

20204 HEEREE TR T O T L
TMIRAL ~FHHEBA~DERT Nk
EMRLELE

2024 4 12 H 19 H

(RYCO: Regional Youth Cooperation Office @ HP) [ H AR
SOFE—E V) CFEEO 13 NOEFIZE -
TORT 2R EERIZ DT 527273 |

2024 4 12 H 23 A (& KD HP)
2024 FEE 3 H ERARMEER 7 1 77 2 [MIRAT )
~IEFIRESE~ DOAZFRA X MR L E L
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Since arriving on November 6th, I've had an incredible start to this
journey. On the very first day, I had the honor of visiting the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, gaining insight into Japan’s approach to diplomacy.
The following day, we continued with a visit to the Ministry of Defense,
where we learned about Japan's defense policies and regional security
perspectives.

A special highlight was our time at JICA, where we joined in an
engaging session with Research Fellow Muto Ako. Together with her
and my fellow participants, we delved into discussions on human
security, exploring what it means for each of us and in the broader
global context.

Looking forward to many more enriching experiences here in Tokyo!

#MIRAI #MIRAIAlumni #MIRAI2024 #Japan
#InternationalRelations #CulturalExchange
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ThEER

¥ We are now halfway through the Mirai Programme's
Japanese adventure. | am really reconnecting with one of
my passions, diplomacy and geoestrategy, something | have
been missing lately. | could not be more grateful to all the
people | am meeting, from poeple that as me was selected
for the programme with different european backgrounds to
Keio University students who we met some days ago to
discuss the future of Japanese diplomacy and foreign policy
conducted by professor Yuichi Hosoya

| will leave you some photos of the Keio university
experience, a seminar in M & EBRAAE Y 5 —
(Japan MOFA Recruitment Center for International
Organaizations) and another talk in Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA).

#sharemymirai
#mirai2024

Let's see what the last days have in store for us!!

Mostrar traduccién

HMIRAL 202474

This has been a crazy and overwhelming
experience. [t is still hard to believe I am in
Tokyo, aetually almost leaving it,

This week has been full of funny moments, a lot
of knowledge sharing, several cultural moments,

Concepts such as diplomacy, human security,
R2P, FOIP were some of the one most discussed
& PhD

student, it was & truly important time for me to
d active fieldwork, to revisit some
concepts and to her first=hand information on
Japan's

point of view,

rams, MIRAL
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3, Yuichi Hosoya #igili—

2024 £ 11 A 19 B (BUSFRBRY: B Bo% M
a HE— Ko X)
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72!
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Today was the joint orientation for the #MIRAI program 20

@jice_exchange fi

#MIRAlalumni #sharen
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Day 1

Today we had the opportunity to visit Hitotsubashi
University and Kunitachi 1st Junior High School.

At Hitotsubashi University, we took part in an intriguing
lecture by Associate Professor Kan Takeuchi followed by
group networking and lunch with the Japanese students. It
was interesting to find out how deeply the sense of
community, cooperation and consideration is rooted in the
Japanese society. | expected the Japanese to be mindful
and polite, however learning about the reasons for these
characteristics gave me a complete insight and
understanding.

After lunch, we got to know the campus and students at a
nearby Junior High School. Here we visited different classes
and interacted with students and teachers. | enjoyed being
able to witness Japanese educational system with my own
eyes. Its sense of inclusion and uniformity vastly differs to
what I'm used to from my home country. | was surprised to
find out how neat and organised were the classes and the
whole school system.

Thrilled to see how this experience will continue! :)

#MIRAI2024
#sharemyMIRAI

Just touched down in Tokyo for the #MIRAI program,
and I'm blown away! This city is beyond anything |
imagined. Photos and videos don't do it justice—Tokyo
has a scale and energy you can only feel when you're
actually here.

Every neighborhood has its own unigue vibe. Ginza, for
instance, is all polished glass buildings and wide,
tree-lined streets, perfectly organized. But as you
axplore, the city shifts. You find lower buildings, cozy
family homes, small shops, and konbinis on every
corner, with a web of cables stretching across the
streets.

Today, | had my first taste of traditional Japanese
cuisine at a couple of amazing spots. We had lunch at
a restaurant where you leave your shoes at the door,
sit on cushions, and enjoy delicious food in beautifully
decorated rooms. Such an unforgettable experience!
Time to get some rest—tomorrow, the program
officially begins. Can't wait to see what Tokyo has in
store!

#sharemyMIRAI
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1 had the pleasure of weleoming a group of young people from 12 European

my Takeuchi Office of Hitotsubashi University as part of the Ministry of
irs’ "MIRAI" program aimed at fostering understanding of Japai
participants engaged in a team-| b:se1 Prisoner’s Dilemma game, experiencing
firsthand the of cooperation and understanding that one of Japan’s
economic strengths lies in “trust.” This trust, I believe, is rooted in primary and
secondary education

To further explore this concept, T took them to a public schaol, where we abserved
classes and engaged with students. While there are collectivist tendencies, the
ools encourages prioritizing collective benefits and
avior, which is essential for maintaining cooperation

suppressing

The students extended a warm welcon me, with impromptu handshake sessions in the
hallways.

wolved. The same logic applies to global issues like
The participants of the seven-day MIRAT
from the Takeuchi Seminar, fostering

connections that 1 '\npe will serve as valuable bridges between Japan and their
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E=33 Un student al UTCN a reprezentat
Roménia in programul MIRAI cu scopul
promovarii schimburilor culturale si
profesionale intre Japonia si térile
europene

NATM B Bl

Universitatea Tehnica din Chuj-Napaca

2024 4E 11 H 2T H (v—~=T DF > FA L HH
#t ZIUA de CLUJ o HP)

TAARL 3 —r v GEEOM O SUE) K ORI HY
i etEd 22 LA L Lz, MIRAI 7'm 7
T L TN—<=T ZRFE L T UICN OFEAENRSMN
LELR]

2024 4 11 A 27 H (Technical University of
Cluj—Napoca @ Facebook)
BAROHEMFZ LT A v a v Ll e, K
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2024412 A 2 B (GREECEJAPAN @ HP)
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2024412 H 9 H (UNIVERSITY OF TARTU
Institute of Cultural Research @ HP)
MR 5 ETo—H#[H)
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I'm excited to share that I've been selected to participate in
the MIRAI program for young future leaders, specifically in the
Science and Technology group!

This prestigious program brings together students and young
professionals from Europe for an unforgettable week in Japan,
where we will engage in discussions, visit local government
institutions, explore educational centers and companies, and
immerse ourselves in Japanese culture. The purpose of this
program is to strengthen mutual understanding and
cooperation, promote intellectual debate, and build strong ties
between Japan and Europe.

During todays pre-program, an amazing lecture on Japanese
culture was given by a British, residing in Japan since the
1970s, Mr. Stuart Varnam-Atkin - A Personal Collection of
Japanese Cultural Trivia”. Through his insightful presentation, I
learned so much about Japan’s rich cultural heritage, including
its deep-rooted traditions, values, and the nuances of everyday
life that shape the country's identity. Mr. Varnam-Atkin's vast
knowledge and engaging delivery made the session both
educational and inspiring. Also, had an amazing discussion with
the Science and technology group participants. It was a
fantastic introduction that has only heightened my excitement
for the MIRAI program!

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the JICE,
Embassy of Japan in Lithuania and the Life Sciences Center for
this opportunity and I cannot wait to learn more and share this
experience with everyone!

#MIRAI2024
#sharemyMIRAI
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MIRAI Program - Day 1-2!

1 still can’t believe I'm staying in the most city in the world—Tokyo,
Japan!

Day 1 kicked off with orientation, where we were introduced to our full
schedule. We also had the chance to experience Japanese food—a
unique cultural experience! While it wasn't entirely to my taste, T
appreciated the opportunity to explore the flavors and traditions of
Japan (I'm getting used to it by now!).

0On Day 2, we had the privilege of visiting the Shibaura Institute of
Technology (SIT) and exploring the labs of Japanese scientists. It was
fascinating to discuss cutting-edge technologies and innovations
directly with experts. Using these insights, we collaborated to generate
our own unique ideas and innovations, combining creativity and
problem-solving inspired by their forward-thinking approach.

It was also an incredible opportunity to discuss with SIT students the
relationship between the development of science and technology and
its social benefits (Special thanks to Keigo and Ivanna for the great
company!) .

One thing became clear: while we search for solutions to tomorrow’s
challenges, Japan is already building the future!

This journey has been eye-opening, and I can't wait to see what's
next! ¢

Thank you to the —#8EIx A BABRER 11z >4 — for this amazing
opportunity. I'm so excited for what tomorrow has in store!

Qv W

Visiting the Panasonic Center was an incredible
experience! Not only did we get to explore the history
of Panasonic— one of Japan’s most iconic electronics
manufacturers— but we also got a glimpse into their
vision for the future @

The showcase of cutting-edge technelogy and
innovative ideas left me in awe. Panasonic's
commitment to creating solutions that are future-
ariented, sustainable, and equitable really stood out to
me. It's inspiring to see how they integrate
environmental responsibility and social justice into their
innovations |

One of my favorite parts of the visit was experiencing
"the new real"— an exciting preview of technologies
designed to build a safer, more comfortable, and
happier future for people around the world. The
meditation room and the aura reader were additional
cool highlights & 4
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One thing | will cherish is getting to
know more on the way of life of the
Japanese student, how they spend their
time studying and on campus %= as
well as their view on science and the
areas of their expertise. | It was also
lovely connecting with new friends on

Today was a day well spent at SIT
getting to exchange ideas with
Japanese STEM graduate students &,
experiencing life on campus and
discussing new and innovative research
with professors. The most exciting part
of the day was when a day long worth
of efforts came together and through
effective group work, presentations
were given on new, exciting and
sustainable applications of lechnology
from innovative research. @ ¢

the similarities and differences between
our lifestyles, hobbies and our
countries, Malta mr and Japan Je. The
cultural exchange was not only through
conversation but through snacks that
we both enjoy!

Good night Tokyo!
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1 am incredibly excited for the opportunity to be part of the MIRAI -

2024 cultural exchange scheme, a nn‘nqmm_rhnr vef.‘nrs an opportunity % v \f: 77:,—\‘ % N & < %) v 7 1y 7 L/.( VY i ‘j—o L) 70 o

for Furopean and Japan to build academic ties with the hopes of
promoting the economy, society, history, culture, politics, and foreign

policy of Japan. ' 7‘3-5\53:\ Elzlgo)ﬁiﬁ\ *Jj:/f.‘\\ @EE\ j{'ﬂﬁ\ BZ\Z'I%\
Introducing us to the program today was»Mr, Stuart Varnam-Atkin, %&B{% O),fﬁ-:'i@ & k 16 W_‘\ SR =Y N k E' zigo)?ﬂ(]_‘

providing us with an exciting lecture on his personal collection of
Japanese culture, including the factors that influenced his immigration

from the UK to Japan. Div:.xlgmg into his experiences in Japan, Mr. E,:j fcﬁ%(ﬁo ;‘C& % % < *)A\%{E:\ %TIEIIET;I\:‘?_ %) %) 0) VC‘“@—O /ﬁ\ EI

Varnam-Atkin displayed various cultural artefacts alongside their

history, including lucky cats, calligraphy brushes, yen notes, and his 0) 7° =4 7“ 3 A ”C\‘ !‘j:\ A ?‘— = 7»—- ]\ . 17“ 7 »—-*j‘A—T D%

experiences with presenting and watching sumo wrestling
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A thrilling second day to the Mirai p oqram with two dvflerenl site visits - one to the

New Energy and (NEDO) - and MIRAI & ﬁ? LD 2 HE !i}'ﬁﬁb:%”}%é"\j"@\ 2

another to the Kawasaki Lite Science and Env nromrem Institute (LISE)
Within our lecture with NEDO, we were introduced to the innovation and development D j}ﬁ%ﬂi %%jj Fq gz 7‘4 f‘ﬁ T Z‘ S .
of hydrogen technology within Japan to cope with the limited spatial extents of land D X [5) =] L/ I./ —o ]. D !iﬂg > /]/ 3’\’

use available for renewable energy sources. We discovered the many avenues of
hydrogen cell research, including its planned usage in vehicles and energy mixes as FZ 0N AN

well as the efforts to safely export and import pressurised hydrogen within an ) %&ﬁ ,L\ Fﬂlﬁ%%*«% (NEDO) %) j 1 '/) i} I I [-I.I f%

international export network throughout Europe, Asia, and Oceania.

The of NEDO the comg part in the Japanese hydrogen %,I. e HF Ze o & — (L i SE) < ‘@"

system, describing to us their key missions of applied research, field tests, and
continued regulation of hydrogen systems across the nation. Within their presentation

hey outl ! Id he ach f I hin J by = S3E 2 v 7= 7
2000 theough e koo F ramietioetien f hycoger St o, Inirogan Vel on, S NEDO T @ﬁ%fﬁéf X BARIZI T D AKFEH OHH

hydrogen within the energy system, starting with their first steps in 2009 and their

roadmap up to 2050. Fﬁ % - N APAS 7,

DTS & 32T o BARTITH
A very big thank you to the Mirai staff and NEDO representatives for allowing us this k ot bk_ T e ) I % > 0 gi L/ 72—0 EI T z\i ﬁz
incredible opportunity and taking all our questions throughout the lecture

#2024 SHydrogenFuet AR RV X —D 7O OF|H Al Rg7e L HI R &
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NTWET, KFREHEMONIZEICITZ < D58
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[ =Py

NEDO D435 1%, B ARDKFE SV AT KTEIT D4

EDOEEFENZOWTHBI L, I HABFEC IR R,
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I've been saving my first LinkedIn post for something special, and this
feels like the perfect moment. &

Out of more than 2,000 applicants, 1 had the honor of being selected
to represent the Czech Republic as part of the MIRAL 2024 Program,
joining the Environment and Green group. Spending a week in Tokyo
was an enriching experience filled with learning, inspiration, and deep
cultural immersion. I'll cherish the memories for years to come. s

Here are some highlights from the trip:

Iy Engaging at WASEDA University

We connected with Japanese students, exchanging perspectives on
recycling and the societal approaches to environmental challenges. It
was fascinating tc see how these conversations bridged cultural
differences.

£ NEDO and LiSE in Kawasaki City

An unforgettable visit where we witnessed how Kawasaki transformed
from a polluted industrial hub to a model of environmental resilience.
At NEDO, we explored Japan’s ambitions to establish a hydrogen
society. I'm especially curious to see how they will foster widespread
public acceptance of hydrogen as a sustainable energy source,
particularly through their communication strategies.

fii Presenting at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Standing in the Ministry’s halls and sharing our reflections was surreal.
Meeting the Parliamentary Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr.
Fukazawa, and discussing environmental solutions was both humbling
and empowering.

a ¢ Immersing in Japanese Culture

From savoring authentic Japanese cuisine to visiting the Oshino &
Fujisan World Heritage Centre, attending a tea ceremony, and
exploring the Tokyo National Museum’s stunning exhibits on Samurai
history and traditional art, every moment was a celebration of Japan’'s
rich cultural heritage.

This week taught me the immense value of stepping outside my
comfort zone, seizing oppertunities, and learning from others’
perspectives. It reinforced the power of international collaboration,
especially when addressing shared global challenges like climate
change and sustainability.

A heartfelt thank you to the MIRAI Program team, —REEAEIEABARE
IR 22—, the Embassy of Japan in the Czech Republic, my lovely
team, and every participant who made this journey so memorable.

#MIRAI2024 #ShareMyMIRAL
Photo provided by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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21. November 2024
TU Wien student Alex participated in the
MIRAI-program

The fully funded MIRAI Program, sponsored by Japan’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (MOFA), is a short-term stay in Japan. It primarily targets
undergraduate and master’s students but is also open to young
professionals and PhD students.

2024411 A 11 B (FREH KRS KEPLEREE - —x/L | 2024 411 H 21 A

X —F5EE O HP)
T8 I3 fEtE 3 5 ot B BRARMRHEAS R 7 e 7777 A
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(Vienna University of Technology (A —A KV
T U= IRRY) OU=THAR)
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Al
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translate ‘MIRAI’ as ‘future’, here it stands for the Mutual-

future generations in all things Japan.

The first online orientation program of "MIRAI" was held on

2024/2025.

s T was fortunate enough to be selected as a participant of Japan's
MIRAI Programme organized by —#&8iEix A BABERH >4 — and
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan as a member of the Rule of
Law. Although those with some understanding of Japanese might

understanding Intellectual Relations Academic-exchange Initiative.
The MIRAI Programme endeavours to promote friendship between
Central Asia and Japan, aiming to increase the understanding of

September 14th. More than 83 participants from Europe, the
Caucasus, and Central Asia joined the program. In this orientation we
had an informative and exciting lecture with Mr. Stuart Varnam-
Atkin who introduced us to Japanese culture. Afterwards we had the
chance to network among other participants who will visit Japan in

1 am excited to share and learn more during our visit to Japan with
#MIRAI + #JapanExchange #GlobalUnderstading
#sharemyMIRAI
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We are

during Mirai Program

T'm thrilled to share my experience from the MIRAI Japan Program.

As you may remember, | had the honor of being selected to participate in the prestigious MIRA|
program organized by the Japan International Cooperation Centre and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Japan(MOFA).

Within the framework of this program for Central Asia and the Caucasus region, the topic chosen
was the Rule of Law. During the program, we had the opportunity to visit various government
institutions, such as the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the Supreme Court
of Japan. This experience will undoubtedly be memorable, as there is much we can learn from
Japan — a country that has built its future despite historical events. For Central Asia and the
Caucasus, where many countries have potential for development in legal regulation, this is highly
relevant. It means that these countries can learn how to adapt Japan’s legal experience to their own
systems through comparative legal analysis.

I would like to thank the Japan International Cooperation Center (JICE) and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Japan (MCFA) for providing this opportunity.

Being part of something bigger and being useful to society will always be our primary goal.

I'm excited to continue learning and sharing insights from this program. Stay tuned for more
updates from my jeurney in Japan!
P.s. With respect to confidentiality, some photos cannot be shared.

#sharemymirai #mirai2024
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"Just wrapped up an incredible experience with the MIRAI Visiting Japan Program [Rule of Law]! &
From exploring Japan's rich culture to engaging in insightful discussions about governance and
justice, this journey has been truly transformative. Visiting key institutions and connecting with
inspiring individuals from around the world has deepened my understanding of the rule of law and
its global significance. Grateful for the memories, knowledge, and friendships made along the way.
Arigatou, Japan! s #MIRAI #RuleOfLaw #GlobalConnections”

AN

I'm honored to share my experience with the MIRAI
Japan Program, a unique opportunity that brought
together participants from Central Asia and the
Caucasus to explore the Rule of Law in one of the
world's most inspiring countries—Japan.
Organized by the Japan International Cooperation
Center (JICE) and the Ministry of Foreign Aff... Ewe
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