JENESYS

JENESYS2025 Mekong Five Countries Online Alumni Meeting
Follow-up Project Report

1. Program Overview
[Objectives and Overview]

An online alumni meeting was held on Friday, August 22, for past participants of the JENESYS Program
from five Mekong countries (Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand, and Viet Nam). The objective of
the alumni meeting was to help participants reconnect with Japan by having them learn about current
exchange efforts, such as the G-DORM Student Exchange Program carried out by Niigata University in
partnership with universities in the Mekong region. Through this session, participants were able to update
their understanding of how Japan and their countries are working together. The program also aimed to
strengthen the alumni network and encourage more active engagement among alumni in the region.

[Participants] Total: 37 JENESYS ASEAN alumni from Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand and
Viet Nam. (participants up to FY2024, from high school students to working youths)
(Breakdown) Cambodia 12, Lao PDR 7, Myanmar 13, Thailand 2, Viet Nam 3

[Locations] Niigata 37

[Schedule]

B Online Alumni Meeting: August 22, 2025 (Fri)

1. Opening remarks

2. [Address] Ms. MORISHITA Moemi, Official of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, First Southeast Asia
Division, Southeast and Southwest Asian Affairs Department, Asian and Oceanian Affairs Bureau,
MOFA

3. [Exchange among Participants] Group discussions by country
Theme:
“Let’s share the Japan Around You! — Moments You Feel Connected to Japan in Everyday Life”

[Exchange among Participants] Sharing what was discussed in the main room
[Introduction of Activities of Japanese Organizations in Mekong Countries]

Lecture: “Introduction of Niigata University”
Lecturer: Professor BABA Akira, Vice Dean, Faculty of Engineering, Niigata University
Lecture: “Global Project-Based Learning with Industry-Academia Collaboration Fostering Global
Competencies: Practices of Niigata University in Japan”
Lecturer: Associate Professor UEDA Yasutaka, Faculty of Engineering, Niigata University

6. Q&A session
Commemorative photo

8. [Exchange among Participants] Creating a message board
Theme: “What does JENESYS mean to you?”

9. Closing remarks



2. Program Photos
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3. Participants’ Inquiries and Interests (excerpt)

How do the Faculty of Engineering’s research strengths and the G-DORM program (N°te) synergize to
prepare students for future global challenges, particularly in sustainability and technology innovation?
The G-DORM program fosters globally minded talent through collaboration with Mekong region
universities. What are the most significant outcomes or success stories from this program so far, and
how do you measure its impact on students' global competencies? How can it contribute to
universities located in low-middle-income countries in the Mekong region?
When students from different countries and cultures participate in the G-DORM program, what kinds
of challenges have you observed, and how do you overcome them?

(Note) G-DORM (Global Dormitory) Program (Niigata University): This is an exchange project in which students from

Niigata University and four universities in the Mekong region form teams that transcend nationality, academic field, and

year level. The teams engage primarily in internship-based activities in either Niigata or the Mekong region. The program

aims to foster global leaders in science and engineering through the resolution of regional issues.

4. Voices from the Participants (excerpt)

€ Working Youth (Thailand)
The lecturers spoke slowly and clearly, which allowed me to fully understand their presentations in
Japanese without needing interpretation.
Also, the educational efforts introduced by the speakers were useful for my students, who are learning
to become Japanese language teachers. | would like to share the information with them.

4 Undergraduate Student (Myanmar)
We were able to gain a lot of knowledge about the G-DORM educational program between a university
in the Magway region of Myanmar and Niigata University. This program is a highly beneficial system
for sustainable development, and we hope it will continue to grow in a more long-term and stable way
in the future.
We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to everyone at Niigata University who kindly shared
detailed information about such a wonderful educational program.

€ Working Youth (Lao PDR)
Thank you very much, Professor Baba and Associate Professor Ueda, for introducing Niigata
University, its activities, and the G-DORM program. | especially appreciated your response to my
question about the challenges and outcomes of G-DORM — it was very insightful and helped me

better understand how the program supports students and regional collaboration.

5. Voices from the Receiving Parties (excerpt)

€ Lecturer
As an institution, we are working to increase the number of international students through both full-
degree programs and exchange opportunities. In this context, we were grateful for the opportunity to

introduce our university to a wider audience.



6. Disseminations by the Participants (excerpt), Articles, etc.
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7. Group Work Presentations (excerpt)
Theme: “Let’s share the Japan Around You! — Moments You Feel Connected to Japan in Everyday Life”

Cambodia
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The JENESYS Program connects us internationally through social media, continues to teach us many

things even now, and has had a lasting positive impact on all its participants. Among these connections,
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we remain in touch through social media with the host families who took care of us during our visit to
Japan, and we will never forget the warm hospitality we received during our stay. These connections
are what remind us of Japan.

We can also see on a daily basis how various forms of support from the Japanese government and
private organizations are improving the daily lives of Cambodian citizens, enhancing the convenience
of their transportation and fostering a strong work ethic. We want to express our gratitude for Japan's
support.

Lao PDR
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Things that make us feel connected to Japan include anime, manga, and Japanese food. One participant
shared that when they took part in an exchange program with Japan focused on disasters, they saw
how thorough Japan's disaster prevention measures are. There are many Japanese restaurants in the
Lao PDR. Japanese food is different and unique compared to Lao cuisine, making it very interesting.
We also learned that being punctual is one aspect of Japanese culture.

Myanmar
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Enjoying Japanese anime, J-pop music, or dramas

Example: Demon Slayer

Anime and Manga

Using Japanese words/phrases (like arigatou, konnichiwa) in daily conversations with
friends.

Many Japanese brands (Sony, Toyota, Panasonic, Uniglo) are part of our everyday life in
Myanmar.
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There are a lot of Japanese Schools and Restaurants in Yangon.

A few japanese language schools and restaurants in Taunggyi.

The people of Myanmar love Japanese anime and manga (e.g., Demon Slayer), J-POP music, and TV
dramas. Young people often use Japanese greetings (e.g., “arigato,” “konnichiwa”) in everyday
conversations with friends. Many Japanese brands (Sony, Toyota, Panasonic, UNIQLO, etc.) have
become part of daily life in Myanmar.

In the major city of Yangon, there are many Japanese language schools and Japanese restaurants. You
can also find some Japanese language schools and restaurants in local cities. Sushi is very popular.
When eating noodles at a street stall in Myanmar, we miss the ramen we ate in Japan. We often go out
to various places with the members we met through JENESYS. When hiking in Myanmar, we recall the
experience of climbing Japan's Mt. Takao and camping in the great outdoors.
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Thailand
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The participants in our group shared their connections with Japan, specifically memories from their time
in the JENESYS Invitation Program.

¢ Japanese Language Teacher Participant

In addition to participating in the 2016 JENESYS Program, | studied in Japan for a year through the
Shingi Program to become a Japanese language teacher in Thailand. The highlight of the JENESYS
Program for me was meeting my host family in Nara Prefecture, and will never forget participating in
morning radio-taiso (exercises) together with them.

| used to study only from textbooks, but | now believe that to learn a language, you should also get to
know the culture of that country. In Thailand, | had students experience ikebana.

€ Student participant

| participated in the JENESYS program in January 2024. During my stay, | did a homestay in Tochigi
Prefecture and stayed with my host family. After returning home, | was able to share a lot of information
about Japan.

Viet Nam
“Hay chia sé nhifng cau chuyén vé Nhat Ban xay ra xung guanh ban! ~ NhiFng khoanh khic trong cudc song hang ngay ma ban cam thdy gan bo véi Nhit Ban
-

Notes:
- Nhifng théng tin vé& Nhit Ban thurdng xuyén nghe va nhic nhiéu nhat I3 s kién cudng clia con ngwéi va thién tai - VN hoc héi dwec nhiéu. trén truyén théng
dai ching, nhifng cdu chuyén Huy nghe vé cach ngw&i dan chdng choi v&i thién tai va viret qua nhw thé nao (Disaster Prevention).

- Db ding va céng nghé Nhit Ban trong déi s6ng: & VN, s3n phdm Nhat Ban rit quen thudc tir xe mdy Honda, Yamaha, dén cic san phidm Panasonic, Toshiba -=
Trinh §§ khoa hoc CN cao, cic 46 ding va cdng nghé Nhat Ban duoc (rng dung nhiéu trong d&i sdng

+ VAN hod dai ching nhat ban {Anime, Manga, Ghibli, J.-POP): Anime va manga d3 tr& thanh 1 phan tudi thor va thanh xudn cila nhidu ban tré VN: Naruto
Doraemon, One Piece, Conan va moi ddy nhét Ia Thanh gwrom diét quy (Kimetsu no Yaiba). Cac 1& hdi cosplay, giao Iru vin hod phét trién manh m&. Giai tri thi Huy
cé thich bd Anime — Kimetsu No Yaiba, bé phim phan Anh vé gia tri nhan vin clia nguéi Nhat, cling nhur gido duc dwrgc tinh thuong. VAn luén chéy doi cic tap tidp
theo. V&n hda Nhat Ban di anh hudng dén dinh hirdng va sur tidp thu cia Huy.

- Gido duc tién tién: méat 6 trréng dai hocicAp 3 & VN hién nay dang day tiéng Nhét nhur ngoai ngi¥ 2, tao co hdi cho sinh vién fim hidu sau hon vé dat nwdc. Co
nhidu chireng trinh hoc béng, trao di hoc sinh/sinh vién nhw JENESYS/MEXT gitip sinh vién VN va BNA sang Nhat trai nghiém. Cac alumni ngurdi Viét cling gép
phén lan tod thdng diép tir churong trinh.

- Hop tac Kinh té: Thiét Iap ddi tac chién lroc toan dién vdo ndm 2023, m ra chirong quan hé mdi Vist Nam - Mhat Ban v& nhidu linh virc

+ Db an va sip ki lujt vé thdi gian. Tir 2022, Huy bat diu rit thich 3n Sasimiva biét ki luat thixi gian cho minh. Trong db, tAt ¢ nhikng trai nghidm nay luén 13 bai hoc dé
nhé lai va tiép tuc c3i thién. VAn hod tra dao, nghé thudt cAm hoa (ikebana), v thudt jude, karate ciing cd mét trong doi séng Viét

- M@i tnrérng 13 yéu t6 hang dAu rat &n twong véi Nhat, khdng khi rat trong 1anh. Minh tirng d&t cAu héi: phai chi cb co hdi ghé thdm Nhat Ban I3n nika?

- Much of what people hear about Japan through mass media revolves around the resilience of its
people and their response to natural disasters. In Viet Nam, Japanese products are very common in
Viet Nam due to their high technological standards. From Honda and Yamaha motorcycles to
Panasonic and Toshiba appliances, Japanese products can be found all over in daily life.

- For many Vietnamese youths, Japanese pop culture (anime, manga, Ghibli films, J-POP, etc.) has
become a part of their childhood. Naruto, Doraemon, One Piece, Detective Conan, and more recently,
Demon Slayer are very popular, and many feel that they reflect the human values and nurturing
through love culture of Japan and its people.

* Currently, some universities and high schools in Viet Nam teach Japanese as a second foreign
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language, providing opportunities to learn more deeply about Japan. International exchange and study
abroad programs like JENESYS and the Japanese Government Scholarship Program (MEXT) are
also available, increasing opportunities for Vietnamese and Southeast Asian students to study in
Japan. Viethamese alumni associations also play a role in promoting these programs.

- Economic cooperation between our two countries is closely coordinated. The establishment of a
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership in 2023 opened a new chapter in Viet Nam-Japan relations,

promoting cooperation across numerous fields.

8. Message Board Messages Created during the Exchange among Participants (excerpt)
Theme: “What does JENESYS mean to you?”

v
13 ,L/g?b 'S, JENESYS 2025 Aug. 22
ﬁ/ﬁ Mekong Five Countries Online Alumni Meeting
= W c -
=] . Symbol of
frin ::‘:ny‘:;xm gred friendship!

excrange ond
empowermesn for
youth to shape &
swstalnable fusure
together

Friendships

8
& & 8 £
What does JENESYS mean to you?
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- A wonderful experience for me and my friends. JENESYS brought us, ASEAN, Timor and Japan
together. Will always be in my heart.

- JENESYS means a lot especially in the learning field, connection building, and for friendships across
the board. It's like being given both a window to see the world and a mirror to reflect on how | can
contribute to it.

- JENESYS means connection and inspiration to me, it gave me the chance to learn new perspectives,
build friendships across countries, and deepen my awareness of global and regional issues.

- JENESYS gives me incredible experiences between cultures and different people. It can shape me
into a person who loves to engage globally.

- JENESYS means connecting with citizens from different nations and sharing ideas. It enhances our
creativity and knowledge of multiple topics and universities. Furthermore, it allows us to openly
describe our ideas and opinions about different topics.

- JENESYS gave me an unforgettable memory to contribute in both science and culture exchanges as
well as to strengthen connection between Cambodia and Japan. Thank you for your support for our

youth.

Implementation Agency: Japan International Cooperation Center (JICE)
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