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Northwestern University continues to strengthen its ties with Japan through the
KAKEHASHI Project! Kim Rapp, our Assistant Vice President for International Relations,
and Eileen C., a graduate student pursuing her MS in Information Design and Strategy at
Northwestern University School of Professional Studies, recently participated in the
KAKEHASHI alumni reunion at the Consulate-General of Japan in Chicago.

Prior to the event, Hikari Kobayashi and Noritaka Soma from the Japan International
Cooperation Center (JICE) visited our Evanston campus. We discussed the importance of
cultural exchange, highlighting the return of several Northwestern students who
participated in the KAKEHASHI Project to Japan for study abroad, work, and graduate
school!

#KakehashiProject #NorthwesternANDJapan with: Noriko Taira Yasohama, Yyumi
Shiojima, Thomas Gaubatz, Allison LeClere, and Murata Yuya.

B&48 L E|FRED LinkedIn)
J—RDIRBAKEF. AN -TADY b
ZBLTAREDBZS HITEOTLET !
LREOBE LAEED—AN., PHhdJ0ESHT
BAEHRBESECHES AN - TP
I FORERIZEMLE L=,

AN MIEILL, —RBMEZEABRERT
ht2%— ICE) OEEMN, BREDI/NVZR
o -Fv UoNRZEHEESNE L AA-BEXE
XROEFEHEICOVWTELEWL. AN -To
TV MIBMLz/ —RAI TR R VKREDFEET
5. BRANDBZE, B, KEREZD-HIZH
VBERZHINTWSZ EZRBALELT,




Ok, it was a one-week program. Yes, | used all my PTO. &

So grateful to the Asian Pacific American Institute for Congressional Studies (APAICS)
for awarding me a Kakehashi Project 2025 scholarship and thank you to the Japan
International Cooperation Center (JICE) for facilitating such an intensive and immersive
program.

This was my first time in Japan and an invaluable opportunity for me to practice the
Japanese speaking skills I'd been honing.

Most of the time, when people travel to Japan, they only stick to the big cities. While | did
explore Tokyo, my favorite part of the Kakehashi Project was living with a Japanese host
family in the snowy countryside of Akita prefecture.

I'll never forget the hospitality of my host family. Sleeping on futon, bathing in the onsen,
cooking tempura, and sitting on tatami mats while watching the Dodgers play felt
mundane yet special.

People-to-people exchanges have recently been the target of budget cuts, and far fewer
participants have had the chance to experience the Kakehashi Project, but programs like
this make a lasting impact. | will never forget my time in Japan and those who showed me
such kindness.

When I returned to the U.S., | made a presentation about my experience at the Consulate-
General of Japan in Chicago. Shoutout to Kim Rapp, whom | met there and who helps
encourage study abroad at Northwestern University. | look forward to spreading more
awareness of this amazing scholarship!

#kakehashiproject #apaicsleads

Kakehashi
2025
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