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ast week, I was honored to join a bipartisan, bicameral Cangressional staff
delegation to Japan as part of the Kakehashi Friendship Ties Program. We learned
about Japan’s rich culture and history and engaged Japanese cfficials and industry
eaders on how to strengthen the alliance, bilateral economic ties, and cooperation
to bolster peace and security in the Indo-Pacific,

In addition to several in-depth discussions with Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
we met with Japan’s Ministry of Defense, Mayor of Yokosuka Katsuaki Kamiji, and
Japan's Maritime Self-Defense Force. We were also glad to meet with the US
Embassy in Tokyo, US Forees Japan, and Lhe US Navy in Yokosuka,

Japan was a generous host Lo us, as it has been for the many US servic
ber this tr

women and their families based in Japan. T will always remem

wedally

the tea ceremony and our visit to Kiyomizu temple in Kyoto. It was a privilege seeing
Japan with my congressional colleagues, and I am grateful to Takeru Terao for
organizing and leading the trip.

phenomenal
interacta &

Christopher Bien , Anubhav Gupta , Hannah Schwartz , Sonali Desai , Zachary
Hosford and Kate ilunter.
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