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democracy and authoritarianism around
the world. It was also Hanukkah.
Throughout the trip, we continually
discussed what it means to be the lightin
the darkness, and to have hope in dark
times. | feel deeply grateful to have worked
with such a thoughtful and committed (and
FUN) group of young leaders, who will
continue to fight for democracy, freedom,
and the wellbeing of the Jewish people.

Japan has come so far since the end of
World War Il. It's a reminder that no matter
how bad things are, we have the choice to
transition from war and devastation to joy
and prosperity.

brianjoseph®4 For the second time, | had
the privilege of leadng a group of young
Jewish leaders 10 Japen with Suic plobal
ACCESS and Japan's Fakehashi2023
program. Together, we mot with
ropresentatives from the iersell, Amencan, o mErT

W JANrse JOveriiments 1O deespen our
understandings of global aftaks and
strongthen the relationsips between our
COUNos and the Jewish people

This years trip carme ot an iIncredibly
challenging time Sor the global Jewish
COmMUNty, and rising tension between
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Sparking Hope

e As a member of the young Jewish professional community at Adas Israel
synagogue in DC, there is an opportunity to discuss the Jewish community of
Japan. The synagogue hosts a monthly happy hour during which we can
discuss the Tokyo Jewish community, the Japanese perception of it, and the
differences in anti-semitism. Alternatively, we can leverage the monthly
Saturday luncheon to have a lengthier discussion with the DC community.

e Op-ed about keeping kosher in Japan and cultural observations related to
existing as a Jew in other spaces. Jews in the United States are subjected to
many stereotypes. But when abroad, we are often free from those
stereotypes, as people are not as aware of the particular nuances of our
ethnic and religious background.
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