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How important do you think people-to-people
exchanges are to diplomacy?

Ms. Sarah Belousov
Steven Lapointe
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| had a great time joining the webinar last night! Some recent and past alumni

of the project shared their experience of the 10-day trip to Japan, including lovely parks, delicious

food, visits to the hot springs, bonding with their host family, and appreciating the train system. It
was also cool to hear about some of the advancements in robotics observed by an alumnus who
got her PhD in that topic. | look forward to more alumni events soon! @ Ky&s

This past Thursday (22/03) | was fortunate to join Japan International Cooperation
Center (JICE)'s "Prospects of KAKEHASHI: Roundtable Discussion with Experts and
Alumni" virtual event. Here | had the opportunity to learn from the individual
experiences of Kakehashi alumni that recently completed the program
(#Kakehashi2023). As a (#Kaket
acknowledge that these most recent participants of the Kakehashi project were left
with the same sentiment upon finishing the program, as us, participants of past
year's. This is, a sentiment of closeness and willingness to further contribute to
strengthening the important US-Japan relationship. In other words, to use our
knowledge and understanding of both cultures to BRIDGE over any differences that
may prevent this valuable international cooperation. Furthermore, as a Latin
woman who attended this virtual event from my home country, Nicaragua, this aim
of being a bridge through cultures couldn't resonate harder with me. Thank you,
JICE for these opportunities that contribute to enriching our cultural
understandings. #JAPANMOFA

hi2022) alumna myself, it was astonishing to
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