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What a way to end Japan A presentation on
libraries to the America-Japan Society, a medal I'll always
treasure, and a memorable meeting with the Japanese Foreign
Ambassador ¢

I'm grateful to share that I've officially completed my Visit and Study Japan (VSJ)
grant with the America-Japan Society, Inc. (AJS) in Tokyo.

On December 22, 2025, | had the opportunity to present my research at the AJS
office as the 2025 VSJ awardee. My presentation, "Imagining Otherwise: Cross-
Cultural Models for Inclusive Library Futures in Japan and the U.S., shared
findings from an intensive field study examining bookstores and libraries across
the Kanto, Chubu, Kansai, and Chugoku regions.

This project involved on-site visits and close observation of libraries’ unique
initiatives, community roles, and operational approaches, with the goal of
understanding how Japanese models might inform more inclusive, community-
centered library practices in the United States. Through these visits, | explored
both current challenges and future possibilities, identifying insights that may be
valuable to library professionals in both Japan and the U.S.

I'm thankful to AJS for the platform to share this work and for supporting cross-
cultural research that bridges public services, community spaces, and
international exchange. The findings from this study will continue to be analyzed
after my return to the U.S., and | hope to publish them soon.

Deep thanks to the AJS team and everyone who made this experience possible.
This grant has shaped how | imagine the future of libraries — and I'm excited to
carry these insights forward.

https:ffinkd.infeMf8gvMW
Program detail | The America-Japan Society, Inc. - The America-Japan

Society, Inc.
ajstokyo.org
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