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Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Three weeks have passed since I arrived at Okinawa.
My first day began with a visit to the Peace Memorial Park.

Japan-U.S. Alliance is more important than ever as the
security environment surrounding Japan becomes
increasingly severe. I would like to express my sincere
respect for the strong commitment and dedication of the
U.S. Forces in Okinawa. At the same time, mitigating the
impact on local communities remains important. I will do
my utmost to address issues through cooperating with our
American partners. It is also important to steadily
implement the realignment of U.S. Forces Japan, in
accordance with the Okinawa Consolidation Plan, which I
believe will contribute to Okinawa’s future development. In
addition, we will continue to support youth exchange
programs, such as “Think of Okinawa’s Future in the U.S.
(TOFU)” program.

[ am determined to fulfill my responsibilities as
Ambassador in charge of Okinawan Affairs. I will visit each
and every community across Okinawa to listen to the voices
of local people and learn the history and culture of Okinawa.
I also look forward to deepening our close cooperation with
our valued American partners in the U.S. Forces, the
Consulate General, and others.

Thank you very much.



