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Towards deepening

Japan-Phl strategic
partnership

By ISHIBA SHIGERU
Prime Minister of Japan

Warm greetings to the peo- g \
ple of the Philippines. I am /_1
Ishiba Shigeru, Prime Minister
of Japan, and I am truly
delighted to be visiting
your country.

Japan and the Philip-
pines are bound by deep
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Towards compages

historical ties. Trade began in lhe lsd\ century,
and Japanese

in Manila. Before the Second World War, many
Japanese immigrants settled mainly in Baguio
and Davao, shaping local communities. Although
there were difficult times in the past between Japan
and the Philippines, President Quirino granted
a pardon to Japanese war criminals and in 1953
declared, “I am doing this because I do not want
my children and my ple to inherit from me hate
for people who might yet be our friends for the
permanent interest o( cmmhx; This spirit of

reatly

of diplomatic relations between our two countries.
Since then, Japan and ﬂ\ePhlhppmnsl\avebmlltnxs(
and friendship. Today, our mlauonshlp is one that

P peace and ity witha f
and our
Fnrdwrmnm, our two counmes will mark the 7031
e of

relations nexl year. S

d by fund. I values
and strategic interests, Japan and the Philippines are
key partners who collaborate not only in bilateral

relations butalso on regional and global issues. Given
! italso ol and globel ssues. Given

confrontation, cooperation between Japan and the
Philippines is more important than ever in realizing
a free and open Indo-Pacific. In light of this, [ hope to
g;rd;;:]:imhp I]ﬁ:‘huonshnp between Japan and
pines, which is bound by a special bond of
fnendsh!;), through this visit. 2
In recent years, under the leadership of President
Marcos, bilateral engagement between Japan and the
Philippines, as well as multilateral security coopera-
non including with the United States, has been rap-
arr rogressing, In January, a Japan- Philippines-US
lers” Video Conference was held, and in the same
month, Foreign Minister Iwaya Takeshi visited the
Philippines, followed by Defense Minister Nakatani
Gen in February. Both countries have continued to
maintain close communication.
In addlhm to )mnl eﬂm‘ts towards the conclusion
of the Japan-} Access A
(RAA), ]apm is advancing multi-layered security
and maritime cooperation with the Philippines. This
includes the delivery of air surveillance radars as
japan’s first transfer of finished defense ment,
! Pa“mvlson of coastal surveillance rad:g t{rwgh
Ofcal Security Assistance (OSA), maritime safety
capacity building, various joint exercises mdudl;g
ing the
Philippines and multiple other countries, defense
exchanges and maritime law enforcement capacity
building support, such as the provision of patrol
vessels through Official Development Assistance
(ODA). Japan remains committed to strengthening
eﬂnns

ion be Japan and the Phil-
ippines is advancing steadily across various sectors.
As the Phlhppms hrgest donor, Japan has contrib-
and the
redllcbcm of mequalny, by lwengmg its shmgths
throu;

as the Nor51 South Commuter Railway Project and
socio-economic support in Mindanao.

In the field of disaster prevention, which has
become my life’s work, Japan is promoting coopera-
tion through the development of flood control and
:a.::y warning systems, drawing on its experience

W is
underway on climate change and energy, with an
hasi i and resili

building. There are approximately 1,600 Japanese
companies operating in the Philippines, and in recent
years, startups have beel addmssmg social issues,
P in the medi ional ficlds. Ja-
pan will ly support the F

in idnevmg upper middle-income country status
through social and economic development, utilizing
its expemse in kzy sectors.

Japan ilippines have built a strong re-
laucnshlp wnh the foundation of that bond rooted
in cultural and people-to-people exchanges. The
number of Filipinos visiting Japan reached a record
high of approximately 820,000 in 2024. There are
around 340,000 Filipinos living in Japan, contribut-
ing to various sectors such as nursing, camglvmg.

ding and lay-
ing a vital role i in supporting Japan's secnnnm)? an):i
daily life. In sports, many athletes w:!h ties lo both

ies are active, and sp

to thrive. It is still fresh in our memories how bod1
nations rejoiced when gymnast Carlos Yulo, who has
trained in Japan for many years, won two gold med-
als at the Paris 2024 Olympics. Moreover, Japanese
anime and manga are popular in the Philippines, and
cultural exchange is also pmgressin% as seen in the
live-action adaptation of anime by Filipino actors.
Japan will continue to deepen mutual understand-
ing and promote friendly relations between our two
countries through cultural and people-to-people
exchanges.

With the i
in the region, the lelahnnslnp with t thz United States,
an ally of both our countries, |s bemmmg even more

‘Trilateral coop is prog; g Sig-
nificantly and concretely in areas such as maritime
security, responses to economic coercion and
ening of critical infrastructure resilience. Japan will
maintain and further build on this momentum, work-
ing together to realize a free and open Indo-Pacific
based on the rule of law.

The Osaka-Kansai Expo opened on April 13th.
Under the theme “Designing Future Society for Our
Lives,” the Philippines is presenting a pavilion titled
“Nature, Culture & Community - Woven Together
for a Better Future.” I hope the Expo will serve as
an opportunity not only to deepen people-to-people
and economic exchanges between Japan and the
Philippines, but also to allow visitors to explore the
attractions of various regions of Japan.

To conclude, | extend my heartfelt wishes for the
happiness and well-being of the Fmpmo people,
and for the continued strengthening of the bonds of
friendship that unite our nations.
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Towards deepening
Japan=Philippines
strategic partnership

Warm greetings to the people
of the Philippines. I am Ishiba
Shigeru, prime minister of Ja-
pan, and am truly delighted to
be visiting your country.

Japan and the Philippines
are bound by deep historical
ties. Trade began in the 16th
century, and Japanese commu-
nities established themselves
in Manila. Before the Second
World War, many Japanese im-
migrants settled mainly in Ba-
guio and Davao, shaping local
communities. Although there
were difficult times in the past
between Japan and the Philip-
pines, President Quirino grant-
ed a pardon to Japanese war
criminals and in 1953 declared,
“I am doing this because I do
not want my children and my
people to inherit from me hate
for people who might yet be
our friends for the permanent
interest of the country.” This
spirit of generosity greatly
contributed to the normaliza-
tion of diplomatic relations be-
tween our two countries. Since
then, Japan and the Philippines
have built trust and friendship.
Today, our relationship is one
that ues peace and pros-
perity with a future-oriented
perspective, and our coopera-
tion is wide-ranging. Further-
more, our two countries will
mark the 7oth anniversary of

Shigeru Ishiba
—CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

EXPO ATTRACTION Japan Airlines brings to Manila the mas-

1

CALLAMONG ALLIES The Japanese leader holds a video call on
Jan.12 with President Marcos and then US President Joe Biden.

cot Myaku-Myaku of Expo 2025. The Philippines has a pavilion
at the ongoing fair in Osaka, Japan.

In addition to joint efforts
towards the conclusion of the

the ization of dipl
ic relations next year.

As maritime nations bound
by fundamental values and
strategic interests, Japan and
the Philippines are key part-
ners who collaborate not only
in bilateral relations but also
on regional and global issues.
Given the international com-
munity's increasing division
and confrontation, coopera-
tion between Japan and the
Philippines is more important
than ever in realizing a free
and open Indo-Pacific. In light
of this, | hope to further devel-
op the relationship between Ja-
pan and the Philippines, which
is bound by a special bond of
friendship, through this visit.

In recent years, under the
leadership of President Mar-
cos, bilateral engagement be-
tween Japan and the Philip-
pines, as well as multilateral
security cooperation includ-
ing with the United States,
has been rapidly progressing.
In January, a Japan-Philip-
pines-US Leaders’ Video Con-
ference was held, and in the
same month, Foreign Minis-
ter Iwaya Takeshi visited the
Philipp followed by De-
fense Minister Nakatani Gen in
February. Both countries have
continued to maintain close
communication.

Japan-Philippi Recipro-
cal Access Agreement, Japan
is advancing multi-layered
security and maritime coop-

saster prevention, which has
become my life's work, Ja-
pan is i i

many athletes with ties to both
countries are active, and sports
exchanges continue to thrive.
It is still fresh in our memo-
ries how both nations rejoiced
when gymnast Carlos Yulo,
who has trained in Japan for
many years, won two gold med-
als at the Paris 2024 Olympics.
Moreover, Japanese anime and
manga are popular in the Phil-
ippines, and cultural exchange
is also progressing, as seen in
the live-action adaptation of
anime by Filipino actors. Japan
will continue to deepen mutu-
al understanding and promote
friendly relations between our
two countries through cultural
and people-to-people exchang-
es

With theinc it severe

through the of
flood control and early warn-
ing systems, drawing on its

eration with the P

This includes the delivery of
air surveillance radars as Ja-
pan’s first transfer of finished

security envi in the re-
gion, the relationship with the
United States, an ally of both
our countries, is becoming even
more i Trilateral co-

is also underway on climate
change and energy, with an

defense the pro-
vision of coastal surveillance
radars through Official Securi-
ty Assistance, maritime safety
capacity buildi ious joi

cooperative activities involv-
ing the Philippines and mul-
tiple other countries, defense
exchanges, and maritime law
enforcement capacity building
support, such as the provision
of patrol vessels through Offi-
cial Development Assistance.
Japan remains committed to
strengthening these efforts.
Economic  cooperation
between Japan and the Phil-
ippines is advancing steadily
across various sectors. As the
Philippines’ largest donor, Ja-
pan has contributed to the
country’s economic devel-
opment and the reduction of
inequality, by leveraging its
strengths through large-scale
transportation infrastructure
such as the North-South Com-
muter Railway Project and
socio-economic  support in
Mindanao. In the field of di-

phasis on devel-
opment and resilience build-
ing. There are approximately
1,600 Japanese companies op-
erating in the Philippines, and
in recent years, startups have
been addressing social issues,
particularly in the medical and
educational fields. Japan will
continue to strongly support
the Philippines in achieving
upper middle-income country
status through social and eco-
nomic development, utilizing
its expertise in key sectors.
Japan and the Philippines
have built a strong relation-
ship, with the foundation of
that bond rooted in cultural and
people-to-people  exchanges.
The number of Filipinos visit-
ing Japan reached a record high
of approximately 820,000 in
2024. There are around 340,000
Filipinos living in Japan, con-
tributing to various sectors
such as nursing, caregiving,
construction, shipbuilding, and
agriculture, and playing a vital
role in supporting Japan’s econ-
omy and daily life. In sports,

operation is progressing signifi-
cantly and concretely in areas
such as maritime security, re-
sponses to economic coercion,
and strengthening of critical
infrastructure resilience. Japan
will maintain and further build
on this momentum, working
together to realize a free and
open Indo-Pacific based on the
rule of law.

The Osaka-Kansai Expo
opened on April 13th. Under
the theme “Designing Future
Society for Our Lives,” the Phil-
ippines is presenting a pavilion
titled “Nature, Culture & Com-
munity—Woven Together for a
Better Future.” I hope the expo
will serve as an opportunity not
only to deepen people-to-peo-
ple and economic exchanges
between Japan and the Philip-
pines, but also to allow visitors
to explore the attractions of
various regions of Japan.

To conclude, | extend my
heartfelt wishes for the hap-
piness and well-being of the
Filipino people, and for the
continued strengthening of the
bonds of friendship that unite
our nations.
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'Toward deepening
Japan-Philippines
strategic partnership

7 arm greetings to the peo-

By PRIME MINISTER OF JAPAN ISHIBA SHIGERU
ple of the Philippines. I
am Ishiba Shigeru, Prime

\\ Minister of Japan, and I

am truly delighted to be visiting your
country.

Iapan and the Philippines are bound
by deep historical ties. Trade began in
the 16th century, and Japanese commu-
nities established themselves in Manila.
Before the Second World War, many
Japanese immigrants settled mainly in
Baguio and Davao, shaping local com-
munities. Although there were difficult
times in the past between Japan and the

PRIME MINISTER OF JAPAN ISHIBA SHIGERU

ident Qy

field of disaster which has

rdon to
1953 declared, “Iam doing this because

yme my life’swork,
ing cooperation through the develop-
of flood 1 i

Idonotwantmy
to inherit from me hate for people who
might yet be our friends for the per-
manent interest of the munlry " This
spirit of

systems, drawing on its experience and
knowledge. Furthermore, collaboration
is also underway on climate change and

energy, with

tions between our two countries. Since

and resilience building.
‘There are approximately 1,600 Japanese

then, Japan and the

built trust and friendship. Today, our
relationship is one that pursues peace
and prosperity with a future-oriented
perspective, and our cooperation is
wide-ranging. Furthermore, our two

in
and in recent years, startups have been
addressing social issues, particularly
in the medical and educational fields.
Japan will continue to strongly sup-
port the Philippines in achieving upper

iddl through

of - socialand i uti-
tions next lizing its expertise in key sectors.

As maxlume nations bound by fun- Japanand lhe Philippines have built
dam interests, astrong ip, with the founda-
Japan md the Philippines are key part-  tion of that bond rooted in cultural and
ners who collaborate not only in bilat- le-to- le exchanges. Thenum-
eral relations but also on regional and  ber of Filipinos visiting Japan reached a
global issues. Given the record high of 20,000

community’s increasing division and

in 2024. There are around 340,000

confrontation, cooperation between
Japan and the Philippines is more im-

Filipinos living in Japan, contributing
to various sectors such as nursing, care-
and

portant than ever in free and
open Indo-Pacific. Inlight of this, Thope
to further develop the relationship be-

giving,

agriculture, and playing a vital role in
supporting Japan's economy and daily
life. In sports, many athletes with ties

tween Japan and the Philippines, which
o friendshil

through this visit.

active, and sports
exchanges continue to thrive. It is still
b . 4

Inrecent years, under

of President Marcos, bilateral engage-
'ment between Japan and the Philippines,
aswell as multilateral security coopera-
tion including with the United States,
has been rapidly progressing. In Janu-
ary, a Japan- Philippines-U.S. Leaders’
Video Conference was held, and in the
same month, Foreign Minister Iwaya
‘Takeshi visited the Philippines, followed
by Defense Minister Nakatani Gen in
February. Both countries have continued

rejoiced when gymnast Carlos Yulo, who
has trained in Japan for many years,
‘won two gold medals at the Paris 2024,
Olympics. Moreover, Japanese anime
and manga are popular in the Philip-
pines, and cultural exchange is also
progressing, as seen in the live-action
adaptation of anime by Filipino actors.
Japan will continue to deepen mutual
understanding and promote friendly
relations between our two countries

In addition to joint efforts toward

and people-to-people
exchanges.

)
Reciprocal Access Agreemzm (RM),

With the il severe se-
curity environment in the region, the

Japanis
rity and maritime cooperation with the
Philippines. This includes the delivery
of air surveillance radars as Japan’s first
transfer of finished

ip with the United States, an
ally of both our countries, is becoming
even more important. Trilateral coop-
eration is progressing. slgnlﬂcanlly and

concretely

curity,

(0SA), maritime safety capacity build-
ing, various joint exercises including
maritime cooperative activities involv-
ing the Philippines and multiple other

countries, and mari-

infrastruc-

ture resilience. Japan will maintain and

further build on this momentum, work-

ing together to realize a free and open
Indo-Pacific based on the rule of law.

‘The K opened on

time law enforcement capacity building
support, such as the provision of patrol
vessels through Official Development
Assistance (ODA). Japan remains com-
mitted to smnglhemng these efforts.

i Expo
April 13th. Under the theme “Designing
Future Society for Our Lives,” the Phil-
ippines is presenting a pavilion titled
“Nature, Culture & Community — Wo-
ven Together for a Better Future.” I hope

between
Japan and the Philippines is advanc-
ing steadily across various sectors. As
the Philippines’ largest donor, Japan
has contributed to the country’s eco-
nomic development and the reduction
ofinequality, by leveragingits strengths
throu

Expo
only to deepen people-to-people and
economic exchanges between Japan and
the Philippines, but also to allow visitors
to explore the attractions of various
regions of Japan.

To conclude, 1 u(md my llearl!ell

in-
frastructure such as the North-South
Commuter Railway Project and socio-
economic support in Mindanao. In the

wishesfor
of the Filipino people, and for o
tinued strengthening of the bonds of
friendship that unite our nations.



