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ANMOUNCEMENT

Latest Commentary from JFIR Research Project Released

JFIR has launched a new three-vear research project “The Future of the China-Russian Sphere of Influence
Concept and Japan's Response”™( https://www.jfir.or.jp/en/studygroup/sg2023a/ ) in 2023.

China-Russia competition over the “sphere of influence” can greatly affect the Central Asia, the Caucasus, and
the Oceania region. These regions have kept up a “heart-cold, economy-boosting” relationship with China and
Russia. Originally, the concept of “spheres of influence” is based on historically controlled areas and entangles
states, international law, and current international relations. It should be properly investigated in accordance with
the times and be applied to foreign palicy.

This study group not merely analyzes these regional trends, but reevaluates both the risks and opportunities,
mainly in politics, economics, military and culture, posed by the Sino-Russian proximity, including potential ones.
Then, basad on these current conditions, we examine lapan’s strengths and waaknesses, and seek challenges
and prospects for securing Japan's resilient comprehensive power. The study group is led by the following

members to achieve the above goals.

Here, we introduce the latest commentary submitted by project leader HIROSE Yoko, Professor at Keio University
and Distinguished Research Fellow at JFIR.

“Emerging Developments in Nagorno-Karabakh (Updates Following Recent Report)”
By HIROSE Yoko

On September 1, | presentaed a report at the research meeting hosted by the Jlapan Forum on International
Relations, centering on “The Future of the China-Russian Sphere of Influence Concept and Japan's Response.”
The report primarily emphasized the recent developments in MNagorno-Karabakh, with a particular emphasis on
the peace initiatives in the first half of 2023. | highlighted the notable increase in the pro-peace observed during
May to June, coinciding with high-level diplomatic negotiations primarily in Europe and the United States:--

For the full texts of this article, please refer to:
https://www.jfirorjp/en/studygroup_article/4247/
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