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The wallet that changed his life.

Embassy of Japan in Nigeria

In June 2020, a Nigerian student, lkenna Nweke, who was studying at the University
of Tsukuba Graduate School, delivered a wallet, which he picked up at a bus terminal
in Ibaraki Prefecture, to the local police. When the police informed him that the owner
of the wallet had been found, Mr. Nweke declined the reward money. Since fraud
groups were rampant at the time in Nigeria, he posted this episode on his Facebook
to restore dignity to his homeland, and it quickly spread, eventually catching the
attention of President Buhari in his home country.

President Buhari issued a statement praising Mr. Nweke's actions, saying that he had
demonstrated the value of integrity and honesty. In addition to a string of tributes
from prominent figures from various fields, the event was widely covered by the local
media and was also covered by the Japanese media. Furthermore, in December 2021,
at a national anti—corruption summit in Nigeria, an outstanding integrity ICPC Special
Award was conferred on Mr. Nweke.

Mr. Nweke was brought up by a strict father who taught him never to steal from
others. He later established the “lkenna Nweke Foundation” to teach young people in
his country the importance of living with integrity. He is currently working with

secondary schools and high schools in Nigeria.



