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Juntos!!
Juntos!! Japan-Latin America and the Caribbean Exchange Program

Report of Online Inbound Program
Japanese Latin America Society: Japan Festival

1. Program Overview

[Objective] Juntos!! Japan-Latin America and the Caribbean Exchange Program was implemented
for the main purpose of deepening understanding of Nikkei through learning about their history and
current situation. In the online program, participants learned about the history and traditional culture
of Japanese festivals through presentations by Japanese students, and deepened their interests in
Japan.

[Participants] Atotal of 18 working youth involved in Nikkei communities in Latin America (Argentina,
Bolivia, Brazil, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru) *In alphabetical order

[Location] Tokyo, Aichi Pref., Hokkaido, Miyagi Pref.

[Program Schedule]

Date and time
(Japan time) Program contents Participants' questions and reactions

Location

Pre-exchange Program

From March 2021 | [Video Viewing] Videos about Japan and the Pre-
to the end of the | 1. Overview/Mission exchange Program have been
Main Exchange 2. Message from Minamisanriku distributed before the Pre-exchange
Program Program period, and participants

joined the Pre-exchange Program
after watching these videos.

9:00am~9:45am, | [Webinar, Q&A session] Some participants commented, “It
Tuesday, 1. Lecture: “Latin American Diplomacy | was an opportunity to think about the
March 30, 2021 in Japan” bonds of friendship between Japan
Tokyo Lecturer: Mr. MASAMOTO Kenichi, | and the Latin American region,” and

Director, Mexico, Central America and | their enthusiasm for future programs
Caribbean Division, Latin American | were renewed.
and Caribbean Affairs Bureau, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs

2. Answers to questions




9:00am~ [Consulate-General of Brazil in Through the online exchange with the
11:00am Nagoya - Nikkei Exchange] Consulate General of Brazil in
Tuesday, 1. Address by Mr. Nei Futuro Nagoya, public notary and Japanese
April 13, 2021 Bitencourt, Consul General, university students interested in
Aichi Pref. Consulate General of Brazil in Brazil, participants were able to learn
Nagoya about the administrative support for
2. Overview of Aichi Prefecture Brazilians residing in Aichi
3. Lecture Title: “Issues Brazilians Prefecture, the activities of Nikkei,
residing in the Chubu District face and the current livelihood and
and administrative efforts” occupations of Brazilians.
Lecturer : Mr. WATANABE Marcelo,
Administrative Scrivener
4. Q & A session with Japanese
students (Faculty of Foreign
Studies, Nanzan University)
responsible for the future
relationship with Brazil.
9:00am~ [Japanese Culture Experience] During the program, an instructor
10:30am, Musubiya Yuiku from Musubiya Yuiku, an organization
Friday, Lecturer: Ms. Noriko Saito based in Sapporo conducting
April. 23, 2021 1. Introduction to “Musubiya Yuiku.” activities in and out of Hokkaido, gave
Hokkaido Address by instructor Noriko Saito | a presentation on the history behind
2.Presentation on the history of | wrapping items with furoshiki and its
furoshiki and its connection the | connection to the environment (eco),
environment (eco) as well as the importance of passing
3. Instructions on furoshiki wrapping | down traditions and considering the
and demonstration by the instructor | environment.
4. Furoshiki wrapping experience for | Participants used furoshiki cloths or
participants handkerchiefs at home to experience
5. Q & A session-Comments furoshiki wrapping, deepening their
interests and curiosity towards
Japanese culture. The participants’
eagerness towards the program was
renewed, and one commented, ‘It
was a great and useful program. |
learned about Japan and am now
more interested.”
9:00am~ [Japanese Culture Experience] Zen | There were questions such as




10:00am, meditation experience whether the attire worn by the priests
Tuesday, 1. Introduction to “Houkouji-temple,” had special meanings, and many
May 11, 2021 Address by instructor Mr. ONO participants said that the Zen
Hokkaido Ryuken, vice chief priest of meditation experience was beautiful
Houkouji-temple and an opportunity to learn more
2. Talks on Buddhism and Zen about Japanese culture.
meditation
3. Zen meditation tutorial and
demonstration
4. Zen meditation experience for
participants
5.Q & A session / Feedback
9:00am~ [Webinar/Q&A] Many questions were asked about
10:30am, [ Opinion Exchange Session] what is necessary for business
Thursday, Visited site: The Brazilian Cha The development in Japan, imports and
May. 20, 2021 Brazilian Chamber of Commerce in exports of Japanese and Brazilian
Tokyo Japan products, and how a company should
1. Project outline and introduction of be amidst COVID-19.
participants by the Brazilian
Chamber of Commerce in Japan
2. Lecture by 3 successful
businesspeople in Japan
(Banco do Brasil, Nippon Fruit Juice
Co., Ltd., IMAI Ltd.)
3. Opinion exchange in breakout
rooms
4. Presentation of opinions by each
group
9:00~10:45 [Minamisanriku Town (Exchange with | Some asked, "After your house, your
Thursday, Disaster-Affected Areas)] friends, your family and everything
May 27, 2021 1. Introduction of lecturer was gone, didn't you want to leave

Minamisanriku
Town, Miyagi Pref.

2.Overview of Minamisanriku Town
and explanation on the situation at
the time of the disaster by
Minamisanriku Tourist Association

3. Opinion exchange session with
lecturer

4. Sharing impressions

your community and throw it away?"
and others said, "The lesson of
'protect yourself first was very
impressive because | learned it help
yourself, your family members,
people around you and your
community."




From the end of
the Pre-exchange

Program to the
end of the Main
Exchange
Program
(Between  June
and August)

[Video Viewing]

1. Lecture on understanding Japan

2. Home visit experience

3. Understanding Japanese culture
(Kyoto)

4. Hiroshima Peace Tour

5. Attractiveness of Aichi: Industry and
cutting-edge technology

Videos about Japan and the program
were distributed after the end of the
Pre-exchange Program period to the
start of the Main Exchange Program,
and participants watched the videos
before participating in the Main

Exchange Program.

Main Exchange Program

9:00am~
10:30am
Wednesday,
March 2, 2022
Tokyo

[Orientation]

[Ice Break]

[Exchange of Opinions among
Participants]

Some information was delivered for
the first time during the orientation,
and the participants asked questions
earnestly about the assignment in
particular, such as which approach to
be taken for preparing it and by when.
After the overall

explanation, an

opportunity was given for self-
introduction among the participants
by group,

exchanged opinions

each where they
their
the

program and their relationship with

on

motivations for participating

Japan.

9:00am~
11:30am,
Monday, March 7,
2022

Tokyo

[Webinar/Q&A]
[ Exchange with Nikkei ]

exchange session

Opinion

1. Lecture
“JICA’'s Collaboration with Nikkei
(Japanese Immigrants and
Descendants) Communities”
Lecturer: Mr. YOSHIDA Satoshi,
Director, Latin America and the
Caribbean Dept., JICA
2. Questions and answers
3. Exchange among participants and
dissemination of information by

those dispatched to Japan

Some participants commented, “It
was an opportunity for me to think
the bonds

between

about of friendship

Japan and the Latin
American region.”

Japanese university students gave a
presentation on Japanese festivals
and the relationship between modern
Brazilian
the

presentation asked questions about

Japanese and festivals.

participants who heard

the festival’s management.




“The
Japanese Festivals and Modern

Relationship between

Japanese”
4. Opinion exchange

9:00am~
11:30am,

Thursday, March.

[Workshop/Exchange among
Participants]

1. Announcement of presentation

Opinions were exchanged actively
with Japanese university students.
Topics are wide ranging, such as the

10, 2022 “Japan’s Attractiveness and difference between sushi in Brazil
Tokyo Strengths and Close Links with and sushi in Japan, popular Brazilian
Latin America” music in Japan, and Portuguese
2. Presentation of impressions and words that was established as the
exchange of opinions Japanese language.
3. Formulation of action plan and
preparation for the presentation
9:00am~ [Webinar/Q&A, Exchange] After receiving a lecture from Ms.
10:40am Opening session Takahashi of Ukiyo-e studio on the

Friday, March 11,
2022

2. Lecture “Edo woodblock print”

(Demonstration of Ukiyo-e, studio

history of Ukiyo-e printmaking and its
development, participants took a

Tokyo tour and introduction of Ukiyo-e | studio tour. They listened to and
works) watched with great interest
Lecturer: Ms. TAKAHASHI Yukiko, | demonstrations of each production
Owner, Ukiyo-e studio “Takahashi | process until the completion of the
Kobo” Ukiyo-e and the introduction of the
3. Group discussion works. The work process of printer in
Q & A session the studio and the works were of
5. Summary and commentary great interest, and the participants
were glued to the screen.
When viewing the works by dividing
into groups, each participant
expressed his or her own opinion on
each piece of work and enjoyed art
appreciation.
9:00am~ [Workshop] Each group made a presentation
11:00am [Reporting Session] about an action plan to be
Monday, 1. Presentation by participants implemented within three months

March 14, 2022

2. Commentary

after participation in the program. On




Tokyo Ms. YOSHIZAKI Maya

Affairs Bureau Office

Assistant Director Mexico, Central
America and Caribbean Division
Latin American and Caribbean

this day, a total of four groups

including  Spanish-speaking and
Portuguese-speaking groups of the
Nikkei community groups, the Pacific
Alliance group, and the Brazilian

group made presentations.

2. Program Photos

Pre-exchange Program

O

e

Answering your questions(2)

Q2: The latest repercussions and updates about the visit of
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Japan Mr. MOTEG!
Toshimits that's happened in Brazil. What can we expect as

next steps?

‘Onde fica a provincia de Aichi?

E uma regiao industrial na qual ’/
sediam-se varias empresas
grandes como Toyota Motor. -

Diariamente as fabricas da

Capital :

regiao produzem uma variedade
de produtos.

March 30, 2021 [Webinar, Q&A session]
Q&A session

April 13, 2021 [Consulate-General of Brazil in
Nagoya/Exchange with Nikkei]

Participants listening to the outline of Aichi
Prefecture’s business

- "

April 23, 2021 [Japanese Culture Experience]
Participants practicing Furoshiki wrapping

May 11, 2021 [Japanese Culture Experience]
Explanation and demonstration on how to
practice Zen meditation
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Minamisanriku-cho: Location

May 20, 2021 [Lecture by the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry of Brazil in Japan and
Opinion Exchange Session]
Lecture by the Bank of Brazil

May 27,2021 [Minamisanriku Town (Exchange
with Disaster-Affected Areas)]

Outline of Minamisanriku Town and explanation
of the situation at the time of the disaster

Main Exchange Program

March 2, 2022 [Orientation])
Participants introducing themselves by dividing
into groups

March 7, 2022 [Webinar/Q&A)
Taking a group photo with a lecturer

March 10, 2022 [ Workshop/Exchange among
Participants JGroup photo taken after exchange

March 11, 2022 [Webinar/Q&A, Exchange]
Taking a commemorative photo with an
instructor of Ukiyo-e studio




Plano futuro:

« “Fortalecimento das culturas pop e tradicional japonesa no Brasil”

Fortalecer os lagos da cultura nipo-brasileira, através de palestras com
temas de interesse da sociedade nikkei, por exemplo: culturas pop e
tradicional japonesas e como atrair os jovens para manter a cultura
japonesa no Brasil.

March 14, 2022 [Reporting Session] March 14, 2022 [Reporting Session]
Presenting an action plan (1) Presenting an action plan (2)

3. Voices from Participants (excerpt)

€ Mexico, Working youth

It was very interesting to know how to do Furoshiki wrapping correctly and how to apply it in various
ways. Besides learning about the Furoshiki wrapping method, the most important thing to me was
that | was able to understand that using Furoshiki, a traditional Japanese culture, would lead to the
protection of our living environment.

@ Brazil, Working youth

This exchange program is a very unique opportunity to learn about and develop an understanding of
Japan and its various aspects. For me, the most interesting element of this program was the
opportunity to talk, ask questions and exchange opinions with Japanese people.

@ Brazil, Working youth
This program was very good. Especially, the lecture on the Japanese market by the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry of Brazil in Japan and the lecture on Zen meditation were wonderful.

@ Bolivia, Working youth

| visited an Ukiyo-e studio and saw the process of making a woodblock print on which Mt. Fuji and
the sea are expressed. | was impressed by the complexity of the technique, and my admiration for
this art has been heightened further.

4. Voices from Japanese Locals (excerpt)

€ Houkouji-temple, Soto sect

Staff's explanation from the advance preparation was polite and easy to understand, and the lecture
went very smoothly.

€ Brazilian Chamber of Commerce in Japan
There were few participants making it easier to talk to them individually.
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€ Student of exchanging university

Since people from Bolivia and Ecuador didn’t come to my university as foreign students, this program

gave me the opportunity of the first exchange with people of these countries. | think | had a very

valuable experience.

@ Person in charge of cooperating organization

In the group discussion on the subject of Ukiyo-e, | was very impressed that | was able to get to know

a point of view that Japanese people would not notice, and it was also impressive to see the

participants actively communicating with the lecturer.

5. Dissemination by the participants, articles, etc.

Ontem demos inicio 35 atividadss online que antecedem o

untos!

JICE's International Exchange Programs
30 de marco 35 0557 - @

Qv s N

Curtido por milalorenadias e outras pessoas

Ainda ontem pelo #JUNTOS!! -
Programa de Intercambio Japdo, America Latina e
Caribe tive a oportunidade de expor para o Sr.
Cénsul Geral do Brasil em Nagoia Nei Futuro
Bitencourt Ido Brasil, representantes da JICE e
demais participantes sobre as iniciativas que a
Associagdo Nipo-Brasileira de Goias (ANBG) tem
feito com muito entusiasmo em prol da comunidade
japonesa, adaptando-se ao cenario desafiador da
pandemia. Destacamos o Bon Odori Drive In, Projeto
Ganbatte Seinen e eventos delivery com lives
ensinando aos participantes como preparar em casa
pratos tipicos do Japdo.

#JUNTO!
#JICE
#JAPAN

March 30, 2021 (Facebook)

Yesterday, online exchange for promoting
understanding Japan was held through a
program called #Juntos!!, which is promoted by
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan. This
program aims to strengthen Japan’s relations
with Latin America and the Caribbean region,
and | am very honored to participate in this
program and to be one of the representatives of
Brazil. We are Nikkei. There are over 3.8 million
Nikkei in the world, and Nikkei in Latin America
and the Caribbean region are over 2.24 million
people. There are about 2 million Nikkei in Brazil
alone. Let's make this collaboration better

#together (Juntos!!)

April 13, 2021 (Instagram)
Just yesterday for Juntos!! Japan, Latin America
the
Caribbean Exchange Program, |

and Caribbean Exchange Program
had the
opportunity to expose to Mr. Consul Nago'a Nei
Futuro Bitencourt Ido Brasil, and aparticipant
who takesthe initiatives ofthe Japan-Brazilian
Association of Goias (ANBG). It has been doing
with much enthusiasm on behalf of the Japanese
community, adapting to the challenging scenario
of the pandemic. We highlight the Bon Odori.
Drive In, Seinen Ganbatte Project and delivery
events with lives teaching the participants how to

prepare at home typical Japanese dishes.
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Juntos!!

April 15, 2021 (Facebook)

I will directly learn from Japan and provide the
best of the best to the people of Manaus through
the Jungle Festival (an event of the local Nikkei
communities organized and managed by the
participants).

April 23, 2021 (Facebook)

| participated in a workshop held by Noriko
Saito and experienced Japanese traditional
furoshiki wrapping. My grandmother used to
wrap my lunch boxes in a furoshiki, so | knew
about them. But thanks to the presentation, |
now know there are not only 3 ways to wrap
items with it, and was able to understand its
history and Japanese culture on a deeper

level.

Minamisanriku-cho: Location

Interagéo com os moradores da
cidade de Minamisanriku

3] Dia 26/5

May 27, 2021 (Instagram)

On the 11th, | experienced Buddhism meditation
(Zazen) and felt its health benefits. At the online
conference on the 19th, | learned about the daily
lives of Japanese-Brazilians who are active in
Japan, and on the 26th, | learned about the main

activities of Minamisanriku Town (an area

devastated by the 2011 earthquake and
tsunami) for tourism, environment, and
reconstruction.

March 13, 2022 (Facebook)

Today, | was able to listen to a lecture by an
expert from Takahashi Kobo, a woodblock print
studio that has been in existence for six

generations.
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June 2021 Minamisanriku  Tourism

(Snip) The people who participated in the
exchange meeting hosted by JICE are those
who are involved in administration, education
and news reporting in Latin America. Therefore,
they seemed to be listening to the story from the
viewpoint of how they could make use of the
disaster prevention measures and
administrative efforts in Minamisanriku in their
own countries.

Kenji Endo, who was the deputy mayor of
Minamisanriku at the time of the earthquake, and
his group exchanged opinions on disaster
prevention. Mr. Endo has been involved in the
response and recovery of disaster victims as a
town official. Minamisanriku town experienced
the tsunami of the Chile earthquake in 1960, so
the government has taken disaster prevention
measures at a very high level. However, in the
Great East Japan earthquake, he said, the
tsunami was much higher than they had
expected, so he felt that a natural disaster was
something unexpected.

In response, one question, "A tsunami can
occur in Costa Rica. What can the government
do

response, Mr. Endo says it is important to inform

in case of a tsunami?" was raised. In
the public of the disaster risk in the area using
hazard maps and so on. Mr. Endo felt that there
were many things that could not be prevented by
the power of the administration, and that the
administration itself could be struck by disasters,
and that it was important for all residents to
understand the disaster risk they were living in
and to be conscious of protecting their own lives.
Other questions covered specific areas such as
"What technologies used to

are being
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disseminate disaster prevention messages?"
and there was a lively opinion exchange
throughout the session.

Participants commented, "l was very impressed
by the experience of the people in the disaster-
stricken area and was able to gain a lot of
motivation." and "Because of the coronavirus,
we were not able to have face-to-face
interactions, but after the earthquake, | felt that
just by connecting with people who are alive and
talking about our experiences, the strength to
unite and bond is strengthened, and a sense of
empathy is born."

6. Presentation of action plan at final reporting session

Team G (Individual Action Plan)

Grupo G- Flores Torres Romina

Plan de Accién:

Cuando: Dentro de los 3 meses siguientes, hasta junio de 2022

A Quienes: Para los miembros de la Colectividad, sobre tode dirigido a los
estudiantes de la escuela de idioma Japones.

Que: Lo aprendido en el programa, coma Furoshiki, la técnica de arte Ukiyo-e
y mostrar las fiestas que me hablaron los estudiantes Japoneses.

Como: Con charlas progamadas y utilizando mis redes.

J

d

S

Activities to disseminate Japanese culture
(Argentina)
H Why:

represents my roots, so | want to try to

® When:

this year.

B Who (Who will do it?):

Presenter

B Who (To whom?):

Personnel related to a Japanese language

H How:

apanese culture is deep and broad and

isseminate it.

plan to conduct the first activity on March 26

chool in Obera City

Using Facebook and Instagram, | will organize a
gathering by recruiting members who are
interested in Japanese culture. At that time, | will
develop activities using the Japanese language
school as a bridge.
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Team H (Individual Action Plan)

Atividades da Comunidade Nikkei no Brasil
(Manaus e Marilia)

1,9 milhiio de nipo-brasileiros no Brasil

Plano futuro:

+ “Fortalecimento das culturas pop e tradicional japonesa no Brasil®

Fortalecer os lagos da cultura nipo-brasileira, através de palestras com
temas de interesse da sociedade nikkei, por exemplo: culturas pop e
tradicional japonesas e como atrair os jovens para manter a cultura
japonesa no Brasil.

Lectures on themes related to Nikkei
communities (pop culture, traditional culture and
succession of Japanese culture to young
people, etc.)

H When:

July 2022

B Who (Who will do it?):

Japan-Brazil Association in Occidental Amazon
and Marilia Japanese Association

® Who (To whom?)

Japanese-Brazilians and non-Japanese
Brazilians interested in Japanese culture

B What (What are you planning to do?):

| will organize an online event in which anyone
who is interested in Japan can participate.
Lectures will be provided by experts on
Japanese pop culture and traditional culture.

H How:

Using SNS and other media, | will publicize the
lectures (capacity 100 people) to teachers of
Japanese language and culture courses at the
University of Amazonas and representatives of

youth groups of Nikkei organizations.

Implementation agency: Japan International Cooperation Center (JICE)
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