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[ am MIYAKE Shingo, Parliamentary Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan. Thank
you for the opportunity to speak.

More than 3 billion people in the world depend on the oceans for nutrition. Japan deeply
depends on fishery resources. For us, having fish is an integral part of people's lives and
culture. I have heard that in Portugal as well, seafood such as cod and sardines are both
culturally important and a food source.

Japan believes that sustainable fisheries and their development in line with SDG14 are
crucial in a world with a growing population.

In this regard, as a responsible fisheries nation, Japan is determined to play an active
role in cooperating with international organizations such as the FAO and RFMOs, and
all relevant countries.

Japan will promote the sustainable use of fishery resources based on scientific evidence.
Japan will also speak out in the international community and say NO to IUU fishing.

For the improvement of their capacity to fight against [UU fishing, Japan has provided
Tunisia with patrol vessels. Japan has also provided trainings for monitoring and law
enforcement for ASEAN, Oceanian and African countries.

For some countries and regions, fishing and aquaculture are the main industries. Japan
provides them development assistance for sustainable fisheries, such as the development
of fishing ports and the renovation of fish markets.

I also would like to introduce our domestic efforts towards sustainable fisheries.

In 2020, for the first time in 70 years, Japan substantially amended its Fisheries Act in
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order to achieve the sustainable use of resources based on scientific evidence. A new
MSY-based resource management system which is in line with SDG 14.4 is in place
now.

Japan has also established another new act to prevent [UU fishing-origin products from
entering into Japanese market and to ensure proper distribution. It will enter into force

by the end of the year.

Japan will continue to cooperate with others to contribute to the achievement of SDG
14 for sustainable fisheries and aquaculture.

Thank you very much.
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