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can help Tokyo with its electromagnetic warfare gaps, he said.
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MAKUHARI, Japan — Billed as Japan's first “fully integrated” defense trade
show, the DSET Japan conference being held in a small portion of the nation’s
largest convention center brought out local defense contractors, bigand small,
to display their wares te potential international customers.

It was more than five years ago when the Japanese government lifted a long-
standing ban on arms exports, allowing companies that had previously only
done business with the nation's Ministry of Defense and its Zelf-Defense
Forces, to look outward to expand their sales.

While overceas weapon system sales since the ban was lified have been meager,
the overarching conference theme was how Japan — its industries, academia
and government — can better partner with nations such as the United States,
United Kingdom and Australia, to counter China's massive investments in
rezearch and development, and create systems that can fill technology gaps

Japan haza lot to offer, said Llyt Jones, executive director for strategy at the UK.
Defence Solutions Centre. It is a world-class leader in a host of technologies
with duai-use applications such as robortics, batteries, communications-on-the
maove, exoskeletons, additive manufacturing and artificial incelligence.

"Japan is a country that would excel and make a tremendous contribution to any
partnerchip,” Jones said. Holding the conference wasan impoertant step toward
mere international cooperation, he added.

James Bodner, co-president of the Cohen Groupand former U_S. principal
deputy undersecretary of defense for policy, said for the United States and Japan
there are "mutual benefits for our countries to collaborate.” Japan, for example,
has advanced composites that could benefit U.5. hypersonics programs. And
‘Washington can help Tokyo with its electromagnetic warfare gaps, he said.
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